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IN THIS COUNTRY TOWN THE FIRST BUILDINGS < 1 =
m sight were a stnng of exactly identical X 700 7
thatched prvies about seven or eight of them They had
a deserted air despite the occasional whiff of faint odor
1 the wind The afternoon sun shone palely on the
bleached thatch
- L bo Aed he R oadla
oy

hul

peaks

On the other side of the pebble-paved street the ground
dropped away into a deep ravine A stone parapet ran the
whole length of the road A woman came out of one of



e shops with a red enamel basin full of durty water
g;ossed }z’he street and dashed the waste over the parapet
The action was somehow shocking hke pounng slops
off the end of the world

Almost every shop was presided over by a thin ferce-
Yockng datk yellow woman with shoulder length straight
hair and a knitted cap of mauve wool pulled down square
over the eyebrows a big peacock blue pompon sticking
out at the left ear It was difficult to tell where the fashion
had engmnated It bore a strong and disturbing resem
blance to the headgear of highwaymen in Chinese
operas One sho 501§ sesame cnies and rock hard black

sesame candy rolls Aside from these the counter offered
11

two stacks of hittle packagy pped mn

plain white paper A man came and bought a package
He opencd 1t and started to eat nght there It contamed
five small sesame cakes The other stack must be black
sesame candy rolls—unless 1t was also scsame cakes
Another shop displayed udy stacks of coarse yellow
tarlet paper In a glass showcase standing near the door
there were tooth pastes and bags of tooth powder all
with colored photographs of Chinese film stars on them
The pictures of those charmers smiling brightly into the
l:mpzy street somehow added to the feeling of deso-
tion

’“}‘-‘ISI; ;tcgted g::xgcxly over the white cobblestones

- s

1 ete was we meviante candle shop that alo dealt
n lantems Big bunches of little red candles hung down
from the rafters hike some strange fingerhike bernes The
next shop was absolutely empty except for a htdle gul
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seated at a table turning the handle of 2 brght green
kerosene tin turning out homemade aigarettes
Sunlight lay across the street Iike an old yellow dog
bamng the way The sun had grown old here
A passer by ‘an old woman with bound feet stopped
the hawker to ask the pnce of the candy Then she
peered up at hum and exclammed with pleasure “Why
1f 1t 1sn ¢ Lotus Bom How are your parents and how 1s
everybody? Is your fourth aunt keeping well?
Trie man at first looked blank But then 1t dawned on
him that she was relatesl to his fourth aunt and he re-
1 ac v 13

sweet potato dned 1n the sun For a hat she wore the
1 A3 - P | . AN

as if she was shouting across the length of a field

How do you happen to be 1n town today Aunt?
asked the man

1 came along with my ruece here! shouted the old
woman She 15 marrying one of the Chous from Chou
Village They are going to register today at the Dustrict
Public Office The poor gl has lost both her parents
all she has 15 a brother And with the sister i law gone
to work 1 the cuy there 1s nobody here excerx the
brother And you know the Chous are a big famly and
they are all gomng to tum up today It will not look nght
if there are too few people on our side So I have to
come along

She paused to squint up at hum smilingly Aryah
what a comeidence~munmng :nto you Like this We*



just_come and were resting our feet 1n the roadside
pavihon And I smd to those two 1 smd ‘You people
stay here while I go first and take a peep to see if the
Chous are already here We do not want to arnve
before them It will not do for the bnde to seem too
eager

Is the m here already?

He 15 here I saw some Chous sitting on the door
step of the Distnict Public Office I must go now and
fetch the bnde It wouldn t do esther to keep them wait
ing too long And you must not stand here tallung all
day instead of ding to your s b
good? How much did you say the candy rolls are?

This ume the man refused to tell her the pnce He
picked up two pieces and thrust them into her hands
Please take these Aunt

She pushed them away looking offended No no
you are being very unreasonable! Here I am seeing you
for the firsst ime 1n years How can I take things from
you pust hke that?

“But this 1s nothing Aunt

No no' This 1 simply not done Besides I have no
teeth and this candy 15 of 1o use to me

“Take 1t home for the childsen

Nonopu m1¥31h 1t —

The gluey
white began
and forth betn nus giew
sticky the man grew flushed and exasperated and found
1t ancreasingly difficult to heep smiling He was only
doing a duty much aguinst bis will and wanted to get
it over w1

The candy finally changed hands Vanquished by the
4




other s supenor politeness the old woman murmured her
farewells with an aggneved air and turned to go The
moment she turned away the man s smule shifted ground
—1t vamished from Iis face to reappear on hers He
walked off with hus flat pole Ins face set and strained
while she waddled along grinning happily to herself
She went past the shops and the privies out past the
edge of town toward the white panted pavilion built
for travelers along the road
Guess who 1 ran mto! she called out from afar
You know my cousin who mamed nto Peach Creek
Village I saw this candy seller and he tumed out to be
her nephew by marnage I have not seen him for so many
years I almost dared not call out hus name
Yes but are they here? The Chous her nephew
Gold Root asked with some impatience He was stand
g n the archway waiting for her He was a tall young
man large boned and good locking the color of dull
pale earth His shoulders showed through his padded
ﬁcket, wom thin with age and faded to the hghtest
ue
“They have come I saw them They have come
“Then shall we go now? Gold Root turned to his
sister Gold Flower who was gomg to be the bnde
She did not seem to have heard lom She sat with
her back to lum busy spitting on her handkerchief to
wipe the hands of th:qmle girl they brought along
Gold Roots daughter The child was sulking because
she did not see why they had to stay behind and she
had climbed up and down on the bench reaching for the
fanshaped window getting her hands all dirty Later
she was sure to smear the dust all over her aunts new
dress a padded gown of dark red cotton prnt which



would also serve as the bndal gown at tomorrow s wed
d"}’chccxvmg no answer from his sister Gold Root stood
Jooking at her helplessly his hands on his hips
Big Aunt came puffing into the paviion "Why arent
you people coming?  she shouted
Come letusgo Gold Root said to his sister  Dont
be old fashioned
“Who 15 being old fashioned? she said wathout tumn
ing around  But you might at least ask Big Aunt to st
down 2nd get her breath back She must be tired—all
this walking back and forth
Come on come on' urged Big Aunt Do not be
shy Nowadays it 1s not the fashion for maidens to be
sh;

y'Who 15 being shy? Gold Flower stood up petulantly
and led the way to town With her childike prettiness
she Jooked much younger than her eighteen years Her
Lps were shghdy yaneg by a front tooth that protruded
a litde—not enough to spoil her face Her hair was
puffed up high m front with a thin long fringe Jow
on her forehead that secemed to 1mtate her eyes so that
she was constantly squinting looking Just a bi wor

n

She beaded the httle procession with the old woman
dogging her steps as if afrmd she might tum and flee
any munute Carrying hus Iittle gl 1n his arms Gold
Root trailed along behind them Near the District Public
Office the old woman instinctively moved closer and held
Gold Flower by her clbow gnding her steps as if the
bndetobe were blindfolded

“Do not be feudal Big Aunt She can walk by her
self sud Gold Root
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Feudal feudal muttered Big Aunt I never heard
such words like that until the new people came
There was a stir among the watchers seated and squat
ting 1 front of the Distnct Public Office  They have
come! The bnde has come! 1an the mummur Some of
the Chous came forward smiling to greet Gold Root
And a shrewd looking tall woman in her fifues the
groom s widowed mother advanced upon Big Aunt and
seized her by both hands Asyah to make you walk
such a long way! The boy wZo was gomng to be the
groom stood a httle way off smiling vaguely Nobody
Jooked directly at the bnde though she was by no means
unobserred She smiled a little at nobody 1n particular
and Jooked around aimlessly
After the greetings were over they all went msuide
There was a whispered dispute as to who should ap-
proach the kan pu or cadre 1n charge of official affarrs
and make known the nature of their business The
grooms side naturally should be given precedence and
1t happened that hus mother was also the oldest of all
parties concerned But she msisted that 1t was a mans
10b and that Gold Root should go Gold Root held his
a Y P Ml h hae yhe
all
the

the

bride and groom stood before the desk with bent heads

‘What 1s your name? the kan pu asked the young
man

Plenty Own Chou

“Whete are you from?

Chou Village

‘Who do you wish to marry?



He mumbled very fast Gold Flower T'an
“Why do you want to marry her?
Because she can work
Gold Flower went through the same routme Asked
‘Why do you want to marry hum? shé also murmured
the standard reply Because he can work as she had
been coached Any other answer would lead to further
quesnomngs and mught cause trouble
The bnde and groom placed their thumbpnnts at the
bottorn of the forms and were pronounced legally mar
ned But unul they - oo
they were used to
own famly Outsid .
and Thans took leave of each other
Be sure to come early to dinner tomorrow Big Aunt
Tan  the grooms mother said repeatedly
You go home earl{ today and try to get some rest
- - said Big Aunt
“ans walked slowly
i} n the sights Gold
Flower was very quiet holding the lntle girl by the
hand They passed the only restaurant 1n town 2 tall
wooden structure which consisted of one big high-cei!
inged room entirely open 1n front The unpainted wood
was a streaky brght orange yellow In the semidarkness
of the mtenor dusty hams and big stnps of fresh pork
could be seen hanging down from the rafters while
msg cream white siees of bean-curd skin_long white
cabbages and the pale-yellow bubble-studded masses that
were Sncd fish maws all dangled above the heads of the
diners The cook was at hus post in front of the white-
pamted mud stove that stood nght next to the door—the
stove wtself actually opened nto the street With a big
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flounsh he dumped noodles and other ingredients mnto
the huge black pan The mixture sizzled like pebbles n
surf ebbing from a beach And a young girl in postman
green pants was crouching in the street feeding firewood
mto the stove The gaiety and excitement seemed to over
flow onto the street
The child stood at the door and refused to budge
When Gold Flower tued to drag her off she wept and
howled and straiming backwaxdg almost sank onto the
ground
Dontery said the old woman “Tomorrow you will
get mice things to eat Tomorrow your aunt wall be mar
ned and we will all be going to her wedding feast We
will eat pork we will eat fish! But if you dont stop

the stove turning to stare at them

v
sobs

Dontery hesad softly ‘Your ma 15 coming home
and she will brng you something good to eat You re-
member Ma dont you?

Beckon s ma was working as an amah 1n Shanghai
But several months ago she had wntten Gold Root that
she was gomng to give notice to her master and come back
to work on the land Gold Root was a landowner now
after the Land Reform But as they sull needed the
money she earned i the ety she had been li:luktmg 1t off
Now no matter what Gold Root told the child



doubted 1 his wife would be home 1 ume for the New
Year
They had named the child Ah Chao or Beckon
shart for Chao Tt Beckon for Brother n the hape that
a boy would follow in her wake But with her mother
absent far the past few years she had beckoned 1n van
Dontery Beckon Gold Root kept murmunng  Ma
wll be home soon and she will brng you mice things to

eat
Tt did ot seem to register But that eveming he over
heard her asking Gold Flower Aunt when 15 Ma com
1ng heme? Pa saxd Ma 15 comuing soon
He blushed funously at being caught thinking of Jus
wife apparently yearming for her return It was after
sup?cr when he was standing 1n the doorway smoking
his long pipe with his back to the room
Then Yxe heard hus sisters answer  Ar Ma 15 commg
home You will have Ma and you wont miss me  She
sounded a hutle sad
Alter he went to bed he saw that the Iight was sull on
1 s sister s room
Better sleep early Sister Gold Flower  he called out
“Tomorrow you have to walk another ten &t
Arent you asleep yet? Tomorrow you will have 1o
walk doub?e that distance You have to come back
“The hight bumed on and he could hear her moving
about her 1oom And he swas filled wub 2 sense of Joss
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IN THE MORNING THE PEOPLE OF THE VILLAGE < 2 =
crowded around Gold Roots door to see the & 8 Bk
bnde Gold Flower sat 1n state while a chosen old woman
combed her har and made up her face Actually nowa
days with the hair womn short there was not much to
be done and since Gold Flower had already applied
powder and rouge Lberally the other woman merely
made a few hes But it was a Y y
expressive of the wish that the bnde would live as long
and have as many sons and grandsons as the old woman
called the ck uen fu ta: t a5 on this special occasion—the
completely blessed lady Big Aunt was disqualified be-
cause she bad lost her only son dunng the war He




taken away by the soldiers and had not been heard of
smce

At the proper time the brde started out on foot for
Chou Village ten I away A boy cousin walking 1n front
of her beat a big gong to herald her coming Bchmd‘het
am n

an

atr
own bundle Rotund 1n her thickly padded long gown
she had a big red arnfictal lower pinned on her breast,
the same Mind as was wom by Labor Heroes and newly
enlisted men 1n the big meetings to recnut soldiers to
go fight 1n horea

As the hntle procession moved through the wvillage
the gong clanging methodically everywhere women and
children shrieked Come see the bnde! Come see the
bode! A crowd saw them off at the end of the willage
Big Aunt stood at the front shouting anspicious sayings
She would be going to the wedding feast later with her
husband

Where 15 that old man? She looked over her shoul

der He missed seeing the bnde go off

The old man was sitting on a small stone well topped
by two boards an open air commode by the wayside
Sunning his back andp smoking his long pipe he nodded
affably and smiled at the bndal procession as 1t filed

ast
Big Uncle be sure to come early to the feast Gold
Root shouted to him
T

1
<

14
fuiness ot e blue work skirt he wore over his padded

12



wn His eyes were white and stanng, half blind from

sease and he had to ult hus head at a coquetnish angle
to see properly

He and Big Aunt amved at Chou Village before sun
down They took therr grandchildren with them leaving
their daughter in law behind to ook after the house The

of the sun There was about her an air of unreahty and
also oddly of permanence

Gold Root being shin chin new relanve sat at the
exalted end of another table Big Uncle and Big Aunt
were led to a third table and after much polite arguing
were coerced mto occupying the places of honor Four
young women hovered around serving the dishes—pre-
sumably all daughters in law of the house With prim dy
mity Big Uncle looked down 1nto his bowl of nice pld%
1ng at 1t from time to time:

gI'he food was very mnfenor for so important an occa
ston but the groom s mother was a good hostess bustling
around all the guests pomtng out choee morsels apolo-
grng for this and that She moved with surpnsing
agility for an old lady with bound feet Observing that
the old man was eating nothing but nce and very little
of that she fluttered to his side a large dark :{xghdy
bathke butterfly

ere 1s nothmg much for you to eat—I blush for the

poor food But at least you must have enough nice—you
cannot go home empty belhed



She snatched a dish of shredded pork and bamboo
shoots off the table and emptied 1t nto his nce bowl
all 1n one neat well rounded mwovement, catching hum
off guard The old man was meek but there was also 2
limit to what he could take He stood up mdignantly

How am I to eat this® he demanded 1n a loud vorce
“Why 1 cannot even see the nce! How am I to eat
ths?

But eventually he subsided and with a gentle mjured
a1 started 10 dig for the nce buned under the yuicy layer
of pork and bamboo shoots

"The mamage feast was half through when the kan pu
of Chou Village came 1n to jon them He was Comrade
Fer a senous looking round faced young man with puffy
cheeks and a fresh complexion In 1muation of veteran
cadres hike Comrade Wong over in Gold Roots home
village he had let his padded umform get very dirty to
show he was too busy serving the people to attend to
himself A shiny patch of grease extended down his
collar 1n a deep V' And Like these old Party campaigners
he had a face towel tucked at the back of b1 waistband
to wipe the sweat off his face a habit which had been
picked up from the Japanese soldiers dunng the war

Gold Root had also adopted the style and tucked a
towel under the stnng that held up his padded pants
Only the ends of white towel showed under Tus jacket
at the back but it was enough to make him feel a bt
self-conscious The towe! had been sent hum from Shang
ha1 by hus wife and was quite new for he never used
1t except for this purpose Four red characters pnnted
at the Eonom sad "Wish you good morning

All stood up to make room for Comrade Fer After
much ceremomous argument 1t was finally the old

14



woman who moved over to have lim sit next to her
husband at the head of the table There was no wme but
the unusual warmth of the crowded room 1n this cold
weather and the effect of a full meal on empty stomachs
made everybody look flushed and shghtly upsy
Comrade Fer was friendly and convivial asking all the
guests how they fared dunng the harvest how many tan
of gran they reaped how many catties of ramie Gold

body To Comrade Fer she flung all sorts of remarks
which mught not have direct beaning on the present con
versation but which were always well imed and musical
@ sor have turned! Now
If not for Chairman
We wll go on suffer
mg I don t know how long 1if our comrades in Kéming
tang had not come! Big Aunt mixed up hunch antang
C with gtang revolutonists  which
only meant the early revolutionanes who had overthrown
the Manchu dynasty back when Big Aunt was a young
1@ k we A n Feenn o he Communists as
Kuomntang the
10 Formosa But
1t was a pardonable mistake at her age and on the whole
she mmpressed Comrade Fer as being a remarkably pro-
gressive old woman
She pressed the groom s mather to eat more sayiny
You are too busy looking after everybody else!” You
starve yourselfl And she said to Beckon when the
hostess piled food mnto her bowl  See how this lady loves
you! You stay here tomght all nght? Your aunt 1s stay

15




al her

black eyes mperturbable
Big Aunt tned to foghten her ‘We are Jeaving with
out you You are not going home with your pa You
think 1t 1s that easy—you £l your stomach and just wi
the o1l off your mouth and walk off? You have Leen sold

to this house!
- 1

went up to Gold Root and hung on to him not letting
him out of her sight

It was after the feast that the real fun began when
the guests followed the newlyweds mnto the bndal cham
ber and thought up every means they could to embarrass
the bnde In the old days it was a real carmwval when
most rules of propriety were relaxed and uncles and
grand uncles were at liberty to tease the young woman
marrying mto their family *‘Within three days there 15
no ?n'fference between young and old as the saying
went Usually on the next day though conditions re-
verted back to normal

On this occasion Eeople seemed reluctant to let them
selves go owing to the presence of the kan pu But Com
rade Fer apparently wanted everybody to have a good
time and even took the lead mn things Gradually the
guests warmed up and somebody shouted “We want the
bnde and groom to hold hands  Big Aunt officiated 2s
the bride s spokesman making excuses and bargaming
for her After a lot of heated parley the guests won therr

16



pomnt but the bnde and groom stll made no move to
comply with the request It remamed for Big Aunt to
take hold of their hands and jon them
Then somebody demanded that the bnde sit in the
groomss lap and call i elder brother Everybody was
convulsed at the very suggeston The bridegroom made
a desperate attempt to escape from the room but was
grabbed hold of and pushed back to hus seat on the edge
of the bed beside the bnde This ume the negotiations
took even longer
Allwoh Tim b b mon Wadd L most talking

o o addressing
him as the bude would Let the bnde pour you a cup
of tea

‘Who wants tea?
The bnde remamed adamant 1n her mute unsmiling
bility Matters d at a deadlock until Com
rade Fe: suggested that she should sing for them as a
compromise
Hau hau! Good—good  the crowd shouted
Big Aunt barganed it down to one song only At last
Gold Flower stood up by the t ble and turming to face
the wall sang the marching song of the pa lu the famous
Eighth Route Army which made its name stand in the
popular mind for all soldsers 1n the Communist rank
Another one' Lets have another one! Comrade Fer
clapped and called out and everybody took 1t up
All nght one more But after this one please let the
b{lde have some rest It 1s late now and perhaps 1t 15
- [




After reflection Gold Root said  OF course 1t all de
pends on the kan pu In charge of the village

“The old couple sard nothing to that They all remem
bered the case of that woman in Peach Creek Ylllage

morals and easy divorces So they were greatly reassured
by the measures taken by this kan pu to uphold the old
standards Of course 1t was a most improper thing to do
to ask for a divorce But they did think her 1n laws went
too far when after the Ran pu sent her back to ther
house they strung her up and beat her n tumn breakin,
three stout sticks 1n the process Breaking one stick v\oulg
have been enou,

One of the little grandchildren cnied out as he shipped
and £ Mfome L € LT 3 0 3L
Tus1
wi
moon was igh overhead oblong white and cold hike a
freshly peeled lotus seed and the cloudless colorless
datk sky was a great desolation that closed down upon
tim all around The crooked hittle path showed up pas):ly
1 the darkness Here and there by the side of the path
1n the fields below were the crouching forms of the tiny
houses sheltenng unburied coffins Families who put off
burying their dead because they could not afford the
expense built those lttle makeshift houses no bigger
than a man complete with black tiled roofs and white

20



pamnted walls ‘Too homely to be toylike they stood guard
1n the fields hke doghouses

He had not gone half the distance when he had
already worked off the dinner and was hungry agan At
this stage 1t was not a disagreeable sensation feeling all
empty and clean inside and so light almost as if he could
easily walk upside down and romp around the moon He
wondered a httle at this bottomless pit of a stomach
which all hus labors year i and year out could never
fill

Beckon suddenly spoke Aren t we home yet Pa?

Shut your mouth—the wind 1s strong Shut your
mouth tight

Heading for the darkness and silence that was home
he missed his wife more than ever Just now at the
Chous the teasing of the bnde had made him think
about the same scene at hus own wedding The guests
had made all the routine requests and had been more
than usually weansome i their demands probably be-
cause his bride had been uncommonly good looking
Even after they finally left some of them had stayed
behind to bisten under the window and set off a stnng of
fi kers to scare the newlywed:

People always said he had the most beautiful wife of
them all An! maybe they would think that he had
reason to worry when she had been alone in the big
aity for so long Women who went to work i the aty

£ 1 ar a S S N LN § E] "

great fath or a great fear or whatever %t was hus
thoughts had aluays stopped before they reached that
pomnt



Perhaps he had been more uneasy than he realzed
and had wondered about 1t too Jong s that cven her talk
of coming home did not completely reassure hm Ever
since she had gone away he had felt ashamed of Tumself
He had allowed such a small amount of money to stand
between them In sleepless nights he thought that she
too must despise lum 1n her iean and 1t could never
be the same again between them

The thought of her burned restlessly 1n hum like 2
precanous small flame cupped in hus hands agamst the
wind 1ts darting tongue searng his palms He did not
like to recall the last time he saw her That had been
the time when the soldiers were everywhere catching
men and taking them to the front and the country was
not safe for young men So he went to Shanghai to look
for work and to see us wife He had never ieen out of
the country before It made I'u‘m feel clumsy and gawky

T v 1

shaved head husall fitting too-tight clothes He found a
cousin to stay with who had a job as watchman 1n an
alley In the afternoons he would go to visit hus wife
Moon Scent at her employers house She would come
down to the latchen when she had time and sit with him
on oppostte sides of the greasy table both facing front
She asked about everybody m the village and all therr
relatives i the neighbormg country and he made his
answers with a halfsmile looking straight ahead lean
g forward with laced fingers and knees wide apart
The talk was desultory but they had to keep 1t up as
there were always people around and 1t would look funny
if they were to sit together without speaking He wasnt

22



much for talling st seemed to him that he had never

done such a lot of talking 1n all his Lfe
The cement paved lutchen opened straight mto the
-~ 1

wooden bars or e L

dark enmson

and bnght as

kept coming mto the ltchen and she would pause 1n
L1 A Ald em

For some reason everybody used the back door the
front door being permanently locked Moon Scent sad
1t was the same with every house m the alley Bejeweled
ladies gowng to parties in ‘;i;exr shiny silk gowns and high
heeled gold shoes trotted past the gnmy dark kitchen
and wet nurses with babies 1n their anms wandered m
and out

He frequently ate there Sometimes when he came
too late for lunch she would fry some cold nce for him
pounng ail mto the pan with a defiant air She never
told hum sbout her mistress who now made it a daily

ractice to check up on therr store of nce and coal
Enquelles wondening out loud at the rate at which 1t
went hinting of a new leakage Employers never liked
1t when amahs had relations who showed up n the
kitchen And in the case of husbands their displeasure
bordered on disgust Moon Scent still remembered when
one of the amahs spent the mght m a small hotel with
her husband causing no end of talk and shocked laugh
ter 1n the household

23



She never told Gold Root any of these things Still
he could not help sensing that his presence embarrass
and nconvemenced her At the end of a fortmght when
he failed to find work anywhere he said he was going
home He went to buy the rallway uchet with money
she gave lum Th'e tp had been”entirely powmtless i

1

nd

Before leaving on the tramn he had called on her for
the last tme They were expecting company for dinner
and there would be duck feet soup Moon Scent was 1n
the kitchen cleaning the evil-smelling bnght orange
webbed feet with an old toothbrush He sat’down and
ht a aigarette s bundle resting on the bench beside
him They had dramned all their conversational resources

VWit wds that¢ e ashed
It was 2 doomed hen roosting there waiting for the
cooking pot with 1ts feet tied together
e train was not due until hours later Meanwhile
there was nothing to do but to sit there and wait unnl
it was time to go Moon Scent said all the expected
things over and over again for the want of conversation
telling him to remember her to everybody After she fin
1shed with the ducks feet she shelled beans Then she
found to her extreme embarrassment that she was
throwing the beans on the ground and keeping all the
pods She bent down and picked up the beans hastly
Luclily there was nobody around and Gold Root did
not notice anything
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apprehension

hen Gold Root got up to go she saw him to the
door wiping her hands on her apron and smiling ab-
sently Opeming his umbrella he stepped onto the yel
lownsh-gray cement p dimphng with ramn His
heart was a trodden and squashedl thing that stuck to
the bottom of his soles He wished he had never come
to the aty




SWOT &

= >
Gorp Roor Toox BeckoN our For HER T0 & 3 =
relieve herself before he put her to bed Now = 011 ¢ »
that Sister Gold Flower had married and Jeft him aione
with the litde girl he had to take care of her himself
He was not yet used to 1t

Qutsde the cold am wes refreshungly astngent w
his nostnls The hll overhead was 2 im black bud
sthhouetted against the pale blue-gray of the moon
washed sky Gold Root cradled Beckon in his arms hold
mng her away from Tis body with his hands under her
bent knees so that her fat hirle bottom hung down
Nothing happened so he sasd  Sh—sh encouragmgly
Actually Beckon was old enough to crouch on the ground
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but he thought that the cold air was densest near the
earth and was harmful

The dogs were barking wildly Lately he had always
wondered 1f 1t was his wife coming home every time
he beard the dogs bark Sull holding up the child he
turned his head toward the road The orange blob of a
lantern came swaying gently up the bend The large red
character on the lantem was of a famihar rectangular
shape which he had leamed to associate with the word

Chou  So 1t was somebody from Chou Village It conld

not be his sister who had been home for a visit only a few
days ago And 1t was not Likely that she would ever come
at this hour

It was a woman though who walked behind the bob-
bing lantern and that was a big white bundle she had
slung over her atTm  When the lantern swayed toward
her %ace he saw something about her that made hum
whir] sharply around so that the child splashed warm
urne all over his foot In no time he had put her down
and was racing down the road toward his wife

He slowed down 2s soon as he came close enough
to know for sure 1t was she She smiled m recogmition
And he called out smihng At first 1 thought 1t was
somebody from Chou Village

It was getting dark when T reached Chou Village
so I went to Sisters and borrowed their lantern  said
Moon Scent

Oh you went to their house? You saw Sister? .
~ -~ oL a



He was grateful for the sensation because 1t proved that
he was not dreaming

You saw Brotherin Law? he asked

He 15 not well I did not go into s room because he
was lying down

Not serious 15 1t? And how 1s Sister?

Shessfine  She did not think 1t strange that he asked
after lus sister whom he saw so often instead of inquinng
after her when they had not seen each other for so long
She knew how 1t was

Is Beckon 1n bed? she asked conversationally

He tumed and yelled Beckon! Beckon! The chuld
would not come He had to go and drag her

Asyah! Grown so big! Moon Scent laughed with
emb:u:assmem She lowere‘:‘l the Iar;te‘x:n to take a better

- - 1

Anam

blue white with moonlight The long bamboo poles the
family used to weave baskets had been left out 1n front
of the house They made a great hollow clatter when she
kicked against them as she passed At this the dogs barked
more fiercely than ever

Be careful not to tnp in the dark Moon Scent
shouted hurrymg after her Agan the bamboo poles
clattered under her blundenng feet They had inhented
a room and a half 1n this old white house which was
Gold Roots ancestral home The rooms next to thewrs
were occupied by Big Uncle s family And now Big Aunt
called out shnlly from behind the window At Gold
Root! Is that Sister in Law Gold Root coming home?
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It 15T Big Aunt! answered Moon Scent. How are
you Big Aunt? And how 1s Big Uncle?
Haryah 1 was just talking about you I said to the
old man ‘What day 1s today? How 1s 1t—not back yet!
The oil lamp moved about behind the papered win
dow and shadows shifted wath 1t The old man coughed
and children woke up crying
Dont get up Big Aunt if you have already gone to
bed saxd Moon Scent I can come and pay my respects
to you tomorrow morning How 1s Sisterin Law Gold
Have Got?
I am fine SisterinLaw Gold Root rephed the
daughter mn law of the family
‘We are still up And I was just talking about you
shneked Big Aunt as she unbolted the door and waddled
out on her bound feet The old man also appeared
camrymg his warmmg basket which held a few pieces of
e charcoal buned under white ashes It warmed the
hands and feet very cheaply
Ging las tzau! Come mn and sit down  urged Moon
Scent
So they all went mto Go.lé‘ Root s room Sister n Law

==~ M Layme Why
ver returmin,
She pull
Beckon who was hiding behind the blue-and white cot
ton bed curtamns With averted face the child clung des
rately to the bed
P SayyMa pmm};::l Big Aunt.
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Ma' sad Sister in Law Gold Have Got Say M2
Beckon
The old woman slapped the child on her behind and
said accusingly  See how big she has grown  asaf she
had done some muschuef
Gold Root stood awkwardly by himself in the shadows
The feehing returned to him that he had dreamed of
this before the scene of her homecoming with those
familiar faces crowded around n the dim yellow lamp-
hght Sometimes he seemed to be in 1t sometmes not
as when he could not make himself heard amid the talk
and laughter
Big Uncle sat smiling and poking at the ashes m his
warming basket with ‘a pawr of bamboo chopsticks
Pnmly gazing at a spot one foot above Moon Scents
head he addressed a remark to her When did the row
boat arve m town?
About noon
After walking the forty I from town one should at
Teast have a dank of water thought Gold Root He went
to the stove The fire was out but there was snll some
warm water left in the kettle enough for a bowl But
returning with the bowl of water he stood confused
before the roomful of people He could not very well go
up to his wife and offer her water makmg her the sole
object of his With some awk he went
up to Big Uncle and handed him the bow! Everybody
laughed Big Aunt snatched the bow! and passed 1t on
to Moon Scent forcing her to take 1t
See how attentive your Gold Root 15! she said
They were all conoulsed Even Sisterin Law Gold
Have Got who always loaked unhappy jomned m the
memment She had a long bony face with straight sht
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eyes and she had a sad hfe She had to do a lot of socal
smuhing but her smiles always seemed dour and reluctant
And when she really opened up wath heartfelt laughter
as she did now somehow her face had a cymcal look that
was uatrue and upsetting

‘They have always been a loving couple  Big Aunt
guffaved All the time together—just hke they were
weanng one parr of pants Aryah 1t 35 2 sin to keep them
apart all these years

Look at this Big Aunt  complaned Moon Scent 1
see her for the first time an years and she starts at once
to talk nonsense

All nght all nght—find me tiresome eh? Let us go
oldman do not outstay our welcome Let the two of them
have a heart to-heart talk

“What have we got to talk about an old couple ke us
with the child so big already? Moon Scent tussled with
her to make her stay But Big Aunt was coy Let us go
old man do not make a nuisance of ourselves she kept
saying

Laughing politely at the familiar joke Gold Root
helped to §etam the guests who finally let themselves
be overpowered and pmned down to their seats The
teasing and johing went on Almost hike on his wedding
mght when they made fun of the bnde and groom
thought Gold Root. And his wife did look like a bnde
siting on the bed her head shghtly bent under the part
g of the bed curtains Her beautiful eyes and eyebrows
had a pamted look and her face was a glowing silv
white a bit broad at the base and low m the forehea
She made him think of some obscure goddess in a broken
down Iittle temple He remembered seemg an 1dol hke
that siting dantily behind the tattered and



low curtamns in a neglected shnne She was so beauts
¥i that 1t was difficult %or him to remember that she was
tus wife and at tumes he had beaten her when he got
drunk or lost money gambling
Moon Scent brought up the subject of the weather
She seemed anxious to talk about something else thought
Gold Root Perhaps she did not want to be teased any
more about hum he thought with a sudden pang
It has not snowed once this winter remarked Moon
Scent  How 151t n the country?
“The ranfall this year was very good said Big Aunt
Hastsnowed yet?
According to the almanac the time has not yet come
for snow
It wont be good af 1t snows after It chuen the first
day of spung And Is chuen comes early this year sad
Moon Scent
Big Uncle said querulously after a short uneasy
silence It 1s bound to snow within a few days my bones
acheso
Big Aunt said loudly Next years erap 15 sure to be
good we have had plenty of ramnfall
Far too much thought Moon Scent but she held
her tongue She could not understand the way they
rushed to the defense of the weather as if 1t was their
own son She had been brought up n the tradimon of
pessmism Whether 1t was out of fear of jealous gods or
self-defense agamst the endless explontation of landlords
and governments and their agents the country people
never opened their mouths but to complain about the
weather and crops even among thcmse?ves It had be-
come second nature
And now they were loudly pramsing this years crops
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To her :maccust:)med ears 1t sounded foolish and immod

Heaven also helped—the harvest has never been so good!
You have come back just a step too late Sisterin Law
Gold Root or you would have seen your Gold Root bein,
made a Labor Model Sitting on the platform a big re§
fower on s chest—no son of our family has been hon
oted like this! ‘The comrade of the district government
pinned on the flower with hus own hands!

Her practical nature would have hept Moon Scent
from thinking much of such honors had they been
bestowed on somebody else As it was she felt thnlled
and proud She glanced at Gold Root He was bewng
smpedy modest pretending that hus attention was wan

ening 1n a conversation which had grown tedious

It 1s not as 1f I am only prasing um now  chanted
Big Aunt I have always salg to our old man Isad To
be frank with you among all you Tans the only boy
who shows promise 15 Gold Root

Moon Scent said smiling It is only Big Aunt who
makes 1t sound so fine She questioned them about the
dmsion of land Then they told her how everi: prece of
the Jandlord s furmture alf his clothes all hus household
utensils had been numbered so everybody could draw
lots for them Big Undles famly got a vase and a guls
silk gown and Gold Root a big mirror

“Where 15 the miror?  Moon Scent looked around
the room

Tt went with Sisters dowry rephed Gold Root

“You had a fine murror a mirror of the highest quahty
Sister in Law Gold Root— began Big Aunt But at the



on of that mirror the usually amid Sister in Law
33‘; Have Got was so be{ond herself with enthusiasm
that she would not even let her mother i law fimsh a
ce
senif,g 1t was really elegant Sisterin Law Gold Root
he exclaimed  Blackwood borders an inch wide catved
with 2 swastika design It was easily two feet high—
More than that much more said Big Aunt
And with red and green streamers ted on to 1ts
comers on the day the dowry was sent over—beaun
1|

)

Poking his fire with chopsticks the old man pomnted
them at Moon Scent You people drew the best of
the lot

‘Yes everybody said you were the luckiest sad Big
Aunt

Gold Root asked his wife ‘Why didnt you see 1t
when you dropped in at Sisters just now?

I did not go into Sisters room because Brother in
Lawwasll in bed Moon Scent sad smiling

Be sure to go and see 1t someday urged Sisterin
Law Gold Have Got

She had not even set eyes on 1t and Gold Root had al
ready given it to Ius sister OF course if she had been
consulted she would never have said no but she should
have been consulted She went on smiling but she was
very displeased and felt less and less inclined to talk

In time Big Aunt noticed her silence ‘This time we
are really gomg  She stood up grnning  If we stay on
longer we Il be cursed behind our backs

What kind of talk 1s this Big Aunt? St for a while
longer  said Moon Scent pulling at her arm

No really! You must be tired Go to bed eatly Aryah
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at last the &r‘aung couple 1s reunited Not easy! Like those
two stars that meet once a year across the Mitky Way—
the Cowherd and the Weaving Lady

The guests filed out amid a fresh burst of Jaughter
When all efforts to detam them had failed the hosts saw
them to the door The light was burning low Instead of
adding more o1l to the lamp Gold Root took the stub of
red candle out of the lantern Lt 1t and stuck 1t on to a

1o

and said to hum 1m a low vorce I wanted to ask you all
ths time but I could not m front of all those people How
15 1t that the harvest 1s so good and n Suster s house they
were only eating ho nce gruel?

Gold Root did not say anything as he busied humself
with the candle

“The Chous seem to be so hard up  sa1d Moon Scent
“We have been taken in by the matchmakers

Gold Root laughed impatiently "What do you mean—
taken 1n by matchmakers' It 1s the same with every fam

out lifung his arm he motioned to her to be silent. But
she went straight to the window before he could stop her
and pushed 1t open At that same mstant the bamboo

les made a fearful clatter m the courtyard and all the
sggs started batking far and near The moonhght had
moved up the white wall leaving the courtyard enurely
m shadows She leaned out and scanned the ground
closely There was nobody



Who was it? she whispered after she shut the
dow
wn}:{e tned to sound casual There are always those
loafers who have nothing to do and Like to histen under
other people s windows ,

L £ o mmngen T

)
In bed

She stared at lam Then she went slowly to unpack
her bundle She took out the pair of socks and pacﬁ( of
aigarettes which she had bought for him in Shangha:
knowing him she had on purpose chosen things which
he could not give to hus sister For Gold Flower she
brought a face towel and a piece of scented soap These
she had already presented to her when she passed Chou
Village

Shge brought almond shortcakes for Beckon but she
herself was hungry now from her long walk She opened
the ol stamned newspaper package

Beckon you adeess me by name she said to the

little girl otherwise you won t get any

The cakes were crumbly round slabs of an old gold
color Beckon survey them with opaque black eyes

Call me Ma Just once

It was torture but Beckon was powerless before the
silence that walled her i and was growing greater and
more msurmountable with the passage of every minute

It ended with Moon Scent saying All nght all nght
dontery You ery and I wont like you any more

They both ate” and she passed one to Gold Root
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'IYgu eat hesad
rought them for you people
Save them for Beckon peep

You eat There are plenty

He took 1t very reﬁlctandy and ate with great re-
strant In the candlelight she saw that Ius hand that held
the cake was trembling There was a moment of absolute
stillness n her mind followed by a rush of anger and
tenderness What had the world done to hum 1 her
absence?

Beckon finished her cake Nothing but a hingenng fear
of the stranger could have made her agree to leave the
rest for tomorrow As she undressed her daughter for
bed Moon Scent murmured  Atyah look at thus padded
jacket so torn and not mended' Heavens so duty! And
look at those buttons' Not a single good one! Her mut
tenings were really directed agamst her husband's sister
who was naturally 1n charge of such things dunng her
absence But the cluld took 1t personally Tears welled up
1n her eyes and her quivenng lips fell open

Crying again? Moon Scent asked in surpnise “What
15 1t now? She pressed her face aganst Beckons wet
cheeks Hm? What 15 1t? Tell Ma

Beckon did not answer Moon Scent lifted her onto
the bed and removed her padded shoes Isn t 1t cold? Pop
into the folded blanket—quick! Tell Ma why you are
crymg Sull thinking of those cakes? Then sleep early so
you can get up early tomorrow and eat them

Moon Scent sat on the edge of the bed spreading
Beckon s clothes on top of thegb]anket Gold Root came
and sat down beside her He fingered the comer of her
jacket where the shits were and felt the matenal It was
cotton with small mauve and gray checks and streaks of,



led shghtly It was difficult to tell whether he
i;iu}glhi sxr:‘tloo fan%y or 100 expensive ot v;r‘he:her he was
PR R BRI

ket She

" Cold? Go to bed then
He leaned closer and she put up a hand and passed 1t
slowly oyer his head Her hand was rough 1t rustled
agamst the bastles on hus shaved skull
She whispered  Everybody said 1t 1s good i the coun
try good 1n the muntr{ good in the country The aes
are poor now and people cannot afford servants but they
do not allow employers to dismiss servants So my em
ployer was always telling me It 1s good now n the
country If I were you I would go home and work on the
land Now I realize I have been fooled
She 15 sorry she came back thought Gold Root She
just came home and here she regrets 1t already Being
together did not mean to her what 1t did to lum He spoke
slowly with a half smile Yes just now the times are
difficult 1n the country Otherwise I would have asked
you to come home long ago I wonder af you can get used
to1t
Get used toat! Her voice rose 1n sudden anger ‘You
think I had an easy life in the city? She looked at him
Didn t he have any 1dea of what 1t was like 1n Shanghai?
He was silent She could have said more but it was
after all her first day home She bent down and picked
up one of Beckons padded shoes and dusted 1t a Lttle
turning 1t over and over 1n her hands scrutinizing 1t m
the candlelight
Dud Sister make these? she asked crincally
No her maternal grandmother made them for her
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Oh  She thought with satisfacion No wonder
This doesn t look lihe hus sisters work  Aloud she said
My mother s eyesight 1s still not bad then to be able to
sew hke this I am gomg home tomorrow to see my
mother
Better not overdo 1t—to go there and come back 1t
would be another thirty ks
Beckon suddenly called out  Pa I also want to go
Aren t you asleep yet? sard Gold Root
Moon Scent bent down to straighten her blanket and
smell her cheek Go to sleep quick If you don t behave
I'won t take you along
Butfora ﬁ’mg time Beckon could not sleep exaited by
the dynamic presence of the cakes in the room
Moon Scent made her hands into fists and beat her
aching knees hghtly 1 suppose I am not used to walking
long distances All out of practice now
He laughed happily glad of an opportunity to scoff at
her  And you say you are gong to your mothers to-
morrow! I know you are no use
She started to unbutton her jacket when she sud
denly remembered to take the money out of her pocket
and count 1t He would have hiked to know how much
she had left but she did not say anything and he did not
want to ask There could not be much since she sent
money home every mo‘{u'}: regularly to help him out

sum did not
N He stood up
abruptly and walked away to the trunks conventionally
stacked at one side of the bed
She looked up ‘What are you opemng the trunk for
at this hour?
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oy he produced a large sheet of paper smoothed
it OS';lte:n ){be tfble and looked down at 1t patiently wait
ing for her to finish with her money Then he 1aid the
Jand deeds before her and sad quietly smiling  You
k
10("'['hey were beautifully handwnitten marked with the
Inggest chops and seals He knew the numerical charac-
ters and he pomnted out to her where his name was They
pored overat thesr heads bent close together 1 the pool
of light
She was very happy He explamed Thos 15 ovr Jand
our own land now Right now things are bad because
there 15 a war on When the war 15 over 1t will be all
nght The hard times will pass And the land 1s always
ere
Sitting thus wath hus arms holding her snugly under
her padded jacket 1t was easy for her to visualize the
future that stretched out generations ahead like endless
rice paddies i the sun and one was possessed of mfinite
atience
But she felt she had to make an effort to disengage his
arms  Beckon 15 not asleep yet  she said
She 15 asleep
Just now she was talking
Sheisasleep Then he sad You were not so afrad
of her before
She was timy then
He was looking at 2 black spot on the back of her
neck Then he touched 1t I thought 1t was 2 bedbug
he said
There were many bedbugs on the rowboat
Tt1samole Hey when did you get this mole?
How should I know? I have no eyes 1n the back
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You never had 1t before
I could have grown one 1n three years could I not?
He laughed shyly Yes 1t has been three years
All that was left of the candle on the cracked plate
were some dnppings—waxy petals of a httle red plum
blossom A long thin flame came out of the heart of the
flower and rose high and wavenng n the air
Bechon was dreamng of eating almond cakes at her
grandmothers house Her father and her Aunt Gold
Flower were there and many others But her mother was
as yet too much of a stranger to enter her dreams
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THE FROST ON THE TILED ROOF WAS MELTING = 4‘
1n the morming sun A great dark chunk of lull ¥ 9 11 0
hung above the roof of the house Every tree on the hill
s1de stood out 1n the sunshine with the trunk reduced to
a thin white lne all but mvisible and only the light
green foltage showing so that each tree was like a flat
green spot of duckweed floating over the shadowy depth
of the hull
Moon Scent looked up to the hilltop where lutle
feather-duster trees stood black agamnst the sky The hill
caved 1n a bit near the top A little white cloud nestled
there Last night 1n her long walk toward home she saw
a light up there and she wondered »f 1t was a lamp or 2
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star If there was really a house up there then this white
cloud must be the smoke of cocking It was certamly dis
solving fast she thought faster than clouds usually did
Last mght walking home 1n the dark she had step
on the droppings left by a stray dog She wiped her cloth
shoe with a wet rag and put 1t under the eaves to
The best thing would be to rub 1t with wine She should
§: next door and borrow some Big Uncle had always
en fond of his cup

Wlen slie (AmE DACK 10 L€ VILAGE OL COUISE SUE Ndu gt

her Iu t1a0 road pass almost immediately after she ap-

lied because laborers were encouraged to return to the

rand That was why one saw fewer pedicab dnvers on the

Shangha streets while ncksha coohes had almost m
T 4
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If they both went back to Shanghai now Beckon
would have to stay with her grandmother for the time
bemng They would send some money back every month
and Eer grandmother would be pleased with the arrange-
ment But Gold Root would never agree to go not when
he had just been given land Once they left the willage,
they would lose their land

And what 1f they could not find employment 1n the
city? She might sit at a street comer mending nylon
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Perhaps she could borrow enough money from
;::flz?ng:er cmpFoyex to purchase one of those kts con
saining the necessary tools Nylons were still wom n
Shangha: They were exther old stock or smuggled in In
cummes when nobody wore stockings she and Gold
Root could set up an Open air 1oNIn, stand spraying
water from their mouths onto the clothes they were
pressing She remembered that those stalls had done \eg
ood business last summer because they charged mu
Fess than the regular laundry shops and nowadays every
body had to economize
1f all other schemes should fail they would have to
resort to picking cigarette butts from off the street to be
made mto new cigarettes searching the garbage cans for
marketable rubbish lingenng by bridges to help to push
carts up over the hump occasionally begging and even
hing food from shoppers—which was not so
senious an offense as snatching purses They might per
suade Gold Root s cousn who worked as watchman to
let them set up a mat tent mn his alley It was a bearable
existence 5o long as 1t was regarded as a temporary state
Any moment their Iuck might change
Then she‘ rc:ne;nlbered w‘l;na: she%md seen one day on
o - - - T

up the Vagl’anls 1wo Poutenleﬂ ll()lumg dmdn Dy e

arms were_hustling him along to a truck parked by the

- ly and
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shoulders pushed up hlgh their ragged captive was also
smilng a bit sheepishly She hed him )
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knowing that he must know that he would be sent to one
of h aven 1 ammme = L L 3 mon
1

I

r
River there were women Lving in her alley whose hus
bands were undergoing Reform through Labor
However here i her home village that was all very
far away She rerumned to the house and stood the mirror
upon itsstand to comb her hair She looked at her shny
black hair cut to shoulder length and done up m a
mpadour 1n front This small oval mirror she brought
ack with her had long been cracked nght across the
center and was held together by a strand of greasy red
wool Ordinanly she did not mind 1t so much but today
as she moved her face up and down to avord that strand
of wool she could not belp feeling bitter Ever since she
had come as a young bnde mto the house of T'an they
bad never possessed a single decent looking thing Now
they had had a good murror but Gold Root had given 1t
away and she sull had to go on using this cracked
one
Sister ;n Law Gold Root  somebody called from out
side It was Sister tn Law Gold Have Got peering 1n
Ar Sistern Law Gold Have Got come m and eit
down
“Where 1s Brother Gold Root?
Out 1n the hills cutting firewood
Decorously Sister in Law Gold Have Got stepped 1n
;de only w{nen she heard that Gold Root was not at
ome
Combing your hare she sad  Asyah what a pity
you cracked your mmurror  This reminded her of the other
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one just as Moon Scent dreaded Her faded eyes spar
Xled as she bent forward and whispered  As you must
o to Chou Village someday and see your mirror Really
Eeauuful Looking around caunously she dmppea her
voice further The fact 15 1f you ask me you peoplﬂ
could have kept 1t for yourselves Nowadays who bothers
about downies when we cannot even fill our stomachs?
Bndes do not even nde in sedan chaws any more They
all walk to the wedding Yes ten miles or twenty miles
they all walk She laughed She had not been very fortu
nate 1n her life but at least on this point she could feel
smug—she had been borne here 1n a flowered sedan chair
Your Gold Flower also walked That 1s why I say the
times have changed Why bother about downies®

Moon Scent smiled She knew that Sister in Law Gold
Have Got was a simple soul and was truly indignant on
her behalf Still she resented 1t very much—as 1f people
all felt that Gold Root was more partial to his sister than
to his wife

Sister in Law Gold Have Got —she said the name
affectionately— indeed the times have changed But you
see when our Gold Flower goes over there she 1s not the
only daughterin law Those who came before her every
one of them had a dowry If we sent her away without a
dowry we mught be able to say the times have changed
but others would think differently Wouldn t that make
things hard for her?

Suster in Law Gold Have Got nodded rapidly but ap-
parently did not take 1n what had been said When Moon
Scent fimished speaking she leaned close and breathed
mto her ear OF course at the ime you understand 1
had no nght to speak being an nutsu{yer And you were
not at home
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‘Thoroughly annoyed Moon Scent spoke louder and
with 2 sweeter smile Tt makes no difference, really
whether I was at home or not I have always sad to lum
I'sad, You only have this one sister Poor as we are
when Sister marnes 1t has to look proper  Unfortunately
1t happens just now when 1t 15 a difficult tume for all and
we have nothing good to give her

Sister 1n Law Gold Have Got felt shghtly stunned and
hurt Nothing good to gnve her! One would think that
the murror was nothing of value from this woman s way
of talking

Moon Scent asked her about this and that person m
the village and they gossiped a litle But the conversa
tion soon langwished And yet Sister in Law Gold Have
Got made no move to leave Evidently she had some-
thing on her mmd

“The two old ones told me to come and ask you—
she began haltingly her face reddening  Swnce they are
your elders they feel too embarrassed to open ther
mouths about thrs but—

They wanted to borrow money They had a good
harvest but a great part of 1t was gone after they de
hyered the Public Grain There was only one tax nowa
days this tax called the knng hang the Public Gram
but 1t was very heavy And ther sikk cocoons and tea
Jeaves had to be sold to the government at a newlously
low price

nd we have been unluchy with our ramie  sad
Sister in Law Gold Have Got

She told Moon Scent how the old man had taken the
ramie to town to sell 1t to the cooperatne store He
armed early when the W in charge was stll in bed
Annoyed at being disturbed the kan pu drowslly stuck
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out 2 head from under the padded blanket to let the old
man place 2 strand of rame 1n his hand
Below grade  he pronounced at once
The old man went home dejected Then another wil
lager L1 told him that the kan pu didn t know what he
was talking about and sometimes when the rejected
ramie was sent there agam 1t was accepzed and even
ded tung was y1 first class above the normal grade
So again the old man carned the rame to town 1n two
Iig bundles dangling from his flat pole That day the
co-operatve was cronded with farmers all bunging their
ramie and the kan pu were all extremely busy One of

The OlU AN WU BOL DLING 1L DALK agdin ey puulcd
a bucket of red water over the white ramie It was the
new regulation

The old man carned the stamed dripping rame out
of the co-operative and sat down with hus load by the
bndge He sat there until mightfall and sighed loudly
from time to tme Then he saw Gold Root coming out
of the cooperative a loaded flat pole on us shoulder
Gold Root also had hus ramie stained a bright red His
face was red too When he came over to the bndge he
threw his load angnlv into the stream

‘What are you domg? exclaimed the old man Not
here anyway People will see you

One of the kan pu had followed him outside and was
yellng at hun  "What do you think you are doing! Who
are you trymg to frame?

1 threw 1t away because the stuff 15 useless now
shouted Gold Root 1 could have sold 1t to somebody
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else of you dont want 1t But who can I sell it to now
when you ve stained 1t red?

I know what youre up to! cnied the kan pu  You
start a row and try to get the government to pay you
15 that 162 T know you people! And you there old man
He tumned and yeﬂed at Big Uncle ‘Why are you sull
here® Youve been sitting here all day Who are you
trying to frame? Such scoundrels all of you!

When Moon Scent heard the story she sad  Gold
Root never told me about this

He was very angry at the ime  said Sisterin Law
Gold Have Got

Then she went on to tell about that time when every
body made ammy shoes for the troops—every farmly hed
to turn m fifty or eighty pas They worked at 1t day
‘a_nd mght Sister in Law Gold Have Got saud heg ﬁnger:

)

make the soles out of
The kan pu visisted each famly 1n tum spumng t{:em
M 1 e

1

go far n those shoes thousands of # away to nored

where they are fighting the Amencan dewils If we dont

dnve the Amencan mpenahsts back from the Yalu

Ruver they'll be here at our door And the first thing

your land will be taken away from you

Stupid! Big Aunt had murmured when the kan

was gone ‘The Amencan devils will never come to this
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« 2 head from under the padded blanket to let the old
o lace a strand of ramie 1n hus hand
ma%sow grade he pronounced at once

“The old man went home dejected ‘Then another vil
fager L told lum that the kan pu didn t know what he
was talking about and sometimes when the re]ecwd
carme was sent there agam 1t was accepted and even
graded tung was y1 first class above the normal grade

So agamn the old man carned the rame to town 1n two
big bundles danghng from his flat pole That day the
cooperative was crowded with farmers all bungmg their
ramte and the kan pu were all extremely busy One ff

the ol man would not bring 1t back again they poured
a bucket of red water over the white rame It was the
new regulation
e old man carned the stained dupping ramie out

of the cooperative and sat down with his load by the
bndge He sat there until mightfall and sighed loudly
from time to tme Then be saw Gold Root coming out
of the co-operative a loaded flat pole on s shoulder
Gold Root also had his ramie staned a bright red His
face was red too When he came over to the budge he
threw his load angnly 1nto the stream

‘What are you dong? exclaimed the old man  Not
here anyway People will see you

One of the kan pu had followed him outside and was
yelling at lnm ‘What do you think you are doing! Who
are you trying to frame?

1 threw 1t anay because the stuff 35 useless now
shouted Gold Root I could have sold 1t to somebody
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borrow some rice Then she heard the folding doors
creak 1n the courtyard and darted out to look

~o- with the firewood He

wo enormous bundles

out m all directions

peared But all through the momumng the people of the
willage came to greet Moon Scent at her house and every
one of them tmed to borrow money They asked for very
Dittle and they came without hope and left without
rancor
Moon Scent grew fnghtened She told Gold Root
You would think that I've returned after making a for
tune the way everybody comes to me for money
It has always been like this  he said smiling and on
the defensive as usual Anyone who comes back from
the aity everybody always thinks he s made a fortune
He wanted her to wash sufficient rice for them to have
a meal of properly cooked nce for lunch
No we really shouldnt said Moon Scent There
15 50 little left as 1t 1s Tt won 't last us through spring if
we don ¢ watch out
Its only once m a while
But why today of all days? Its neither the New Year
nor a festival and your birthday 1s past now  she sad
half langhing She wanted to hear lum say nght out that
this was her first day home and called for celebration
But he merely looked embarrassed and sad stubbornly



No reason 1 haven ¢ had solid sice for a long time and I
ke having some
fee[l\: last she gfwe m But when she bent Jow mto the
cat earthen jar to dip for rice her hand faltered She
compromused by cooking a pot of thick nice gruel

Before they sat down to lunch Gold Root went to close
the door If people see us eating like this they would
Thave more reason for coming to borrow mone

Close the door in broacgl daglght! she exclamed
“What would people think? They would die laughing'
Dooars were never closed except at bedtime no matter
how cold the weather

So Gold Root ate standing up near the open door
Listening to every sound outside He suddenly grew tense

Clear 1t away quick he whispered Comrade Wong
15 coming'

Already somebody was calling heartily from outside 1n
the unfamiliar accent of another dialect Is Gold Root
there?

Thrusting his bowl into Moon Scents hands Gold
Root hurned out mto the courtyard Moon Scent put
both their bowls on the bed aganst the pillow where
the bed curtains Ind them from view 1t being nce gruel
however thick she had to be careful not to upset the
bowl and spill 1t Then she tumed to Beckon to snatch
the bowl from her hand But Beckon refused to let go
and Moon Scent was afraid that the sucky gruel scald
g hot would spill on the childs hands” By this nme
Gold Root had already walked mn with Comrade
Wong

Wong was a small man over forty but his lean face
still looked young under hus ca and?e had an attractive
smle Has thickly wadded uniform made him look muc
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stouter than he was and with 2 tight waistband 1t gave
a bosom and a bustle,
wn oL oc ~ -
ant
Tha
They msisted that they had finsshed eating and
Beckon tumidly set her bowl down on the chair Wong
grnned at her  Finsh your gruel before ¢ gets cold
Beckon Grown taller agan  He held her up high above
Tus head Bechon continued to look ghum though secretly
she was thnlled
Please sit down Comrade Wong, Moon Scent sad
smuling Rushing to the stove she poured him a bowl
of hot water No tea leaves even Drink a baw] of water
Comrade Wong
Dont bother Sisterin Law Gold Roor Doy, t make
me feel hke Im an outsider Wong raised himself
shghtly n his chairin acknowledgmeny oy the hot water
Just came back last mght® Must pe tired after the
journey
Moon Scent showed him her road chye
Han hau! Good good sa,q \Vong as he read 1t
Good good' Retumn to the Country g p, duce —very
ood  He drew up one leg ang Placed hus foot on the
Eench peasant fashion  Sister 10 Lay Gold Root this
time you eame back you must hyy oy < OO S
country 1s different from before You know the poor have
stood up Now the governmen; the Peop]es%wn gov
emment All your own people Any Optnion you ha €

n tell 1t to us Now dop ¢ A
g:gpﬁ have turned over! be af‘ald—you kno v t

Then he praised Gold Rog; e N b
LIRS o



dling Production With production boosted up
;x;uH:guld galsn Study Culture Right now in winter
‘when there 15 not much worh to be done everybody goes
to Winter School We have Little Teachers who come
here from the school 1n town to teach us Siterin Law
Gold Root nowadays men and women are all the same
you two should compete with each other Since hewsa
Labor Mode! you should be a Study Model They all
laughed together
After a while Comrade Wong rose and left Gold Root
and Moon Scent saw him out of the courtyard When
they returned she said This Comrade Wong 1s really
good He did not even touch the water Not like those
officers mn the old days always wanung this and that
Once they stepped mnside the door they wouldnt be
satisfied unless you killed a chicken for their dinner
No stranger had ever spoken to her like that before
5o pleasantly taking such an earnest mterest 1n her and
as a person nstead of as a woman She was very 1im
pressed
Comrade Wong 1s 2 good man  sard Gold Root
But she noticed that he was miserable all day because
that bowl of thick nce gruel had been seen by Wong
She explamned to lim that Beckon had held on to 1t
and when she had tned to wrench 1t away she was nerv
ous about spiling the hot gruel on the chufd s hand Then
she lost her temper and said It 1s all your fault You
msisted on putting in more nice
If you really listened to me and cooked solid nice 1t
would have been all nght—solid nce won t spill
All nght blame 1t on me  And she muttered It 15
you who want to eat And 3t 15 you who are afrard
1 want to eat solid nce not this sicky mush
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Don t eat 1t then Whos foreng you?
She slapped the cold gruel back to the pot and warmed
u He ﬁmsfxed Tus portion 1n silence
After lunch she went down to the stream to do some
washing Squattng at the bottom of the stone steps
she hfted her club and pounded the clothes Suddenly
the Inlls on the opposite bank boomed out the sound of
a colossal drum SEe remembered how startled she was
when she first marned into thus village and came to wash
clothes by the stream for the first tme It was 1ncredible
to think that thus slow Boom! Boom! was only an echo
of her pounding clothes She always felt that something
of great moment was happemng on the other bank }u%‘h
up 1n the hulls 1n the depth of the woods It was as af the
- am A
Therr apricot
ons mn the pale
green water
Ma! Grandmother has come! Bechon came runmng
shouting from afar
She was planning to visit her mother tomorrow but
apparently her mother had already heard of her reum
and could not wart to see her On the rowboat she had
met two men from her nauve village They must have
told her mother
She wrung her clothes dry and hurned home with
Beckon
Gold Root was sitting with her mother keeping her
company Moon Scent had never been a favonte with
her mother But not having seen each other for some
years they both felt a lutle sad when they met Her
mother had aged They talked about the burths deaths
and marmiages n the family and among relanves Her
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oke of a cousn who died of the sickness of

:,l;?.;}l’s;gspblood It turned out that he had become il
from being strung up by the heels and beaten with 2
stick by the village cadres She got well started on the
story before she cheched herself Then she sighed and
merely sad _ Your Comrade Wong 1s good

After a while Gold Root went out 1nto the courtyard
and stood at the gate smoking his Jong pipe to leave
them alone together as 1t was always assumed that a
mother and daughter would have very pnvate things to
say to each other He was sure her mother would want
to borrow money from her They were mside for a long
time

When her mother left they walled her ta the mouth
of the village In this hilly country the temperature
dropped sharply the moment the sun went down A cold
wind breathed forth from the gray green bamboo forest
Husband and wife stood holding Beckon by the hand
watching the old woman disappear down the road Gold
Root guessed that Moon Scent must have lent her
mother all her money and she was not happy about 1t
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> =
1ESS THAN A WEER AFTER SHE HAD WALRED = 5 =
uF the path to greet her husband Moon Scent & 1% 7
already felt completely settled down s if she had never
been away
In the morming Gold Root worked n the coustyard
splitting bamboos _mto halves then shang them thin
‘After this he rested for a while He dragged out two huge
fetched a chair and sat down fac
g the bashets smoking his long Expe They were hand
some to look at _made with sphit amboos woven mnto a
pattern of big winte and pale green squares
Then squatting on the ground he passed the long
lices of bamboo through the bashet to make a handle



He grew hot from working so he removed s padded
jacket and piled 1t on the char

A younger cousin retumung from the hlls cammed on
tus shoulder a bundle of quivering long bamboos eght
or nne yards 1n length Coming into the courtyard_he
shed the bamboos on the ground with a tremendous
crash Gold Root did not even look u

Moon Scent came out and sat undI:Er the eaves mend
g the jacket Gold Root had taken off They both sat
facing the sun Gold Root more out 1n front The sun
sailed slowly into the clouds and emerged as slowly The
earth bnghtened and dulled many tmes But the hus
band and wife never once spoke to each other

With the warmth of the sun upon her Moon Scent
felt xichy at the waist She hifted her jacket reveahng 2
good deal of yellowish pale flesh She scratched the skin
mto 2 dull red flush then inspired by a sudden sus

icion seized Gold Roots jacket She spread it out and
looked 1t over carefully Nothing there Then turming
one sleeve inside out she went on with her mending

‘When Gold Root fimished the handle of a basket he
would set one foot inside and try to lift st by the handle
The handle remained firm Big Uncle hurned by with
tus hands inside his sleeves but seemng the nesv basket
he stopped to set one foot nside and try the strength of
the handle too Finding 1t satisfactory ‘he walked awa
without a word Other kinsmen crossed the courtya
Every one of them paused to step on the basket and try
the handle only to pass on without comment

Moon Scent {mug}lt out bowls and chopsticks and set
them on the table in the open In the middle of the table
she placed a bow] of blackish cubes of salted vegetables
and on one side a tall wooden bucket holding the nce
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gruel Beckon had appeared from nowhere to hang
around the table
Hey come have your lunch  Gold Root called out
ﬁally to the child quite ly since his daugh
ad already fetched her own stool The first ime he
picked upsome vegetable with s chopsticks he de
posited 1t 1n her bowl
Moon Scent scarcely touched the vegetable It was
unseemly for a woman to be too interested in tasty things
But when Gold Root turned to zefill us bowl she quickly
took some of 1t twice
A yellow dog looking for nonexistent scraps under the
table burrowed under Gold Roots char The fluffy tal
W?]ved at Gold Root s rear exactly as f 1t were Gold Root s
ta
Big Aunt passed by She craned her neck to have a
good look at what they were eating Then she walked on
without saying anything Recently there had been a cool
ness between them because Big Aunt suspected proba
bly justly that Sister in Law Gold Have Got was always
complaining about her to Moon Scent about her mjus
tice_her perpetual naggin
Way up rlglegh on the w%-me wall there were hittle pic
tures pamnted n black ik a spray of orcluds enclosed
m a fanshaped border and a hexagon framing 2
sheathed rapter and a stunged instrument—thmgs that
were as far removed from their lives as the moon An
the topmost picture faded by half 2 century of wind and
rain was fant as a moming moon
Gold Root finished eating first He turned his chair
around and deliberately 1t scemed sat with tns back
toward Moon Scent as Ke hunched forward smoking his

long pipe




g 0 F
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Sister v Law Gorp Have Gor nune MER _ <
washing an the pack marked boundary stane  x0 " "
a stone tablet with inscupnions on 1t standing about 2
foot above the ground outside the house The hmp gray
rags flapped a Iittle i the breeze

At! Stster m Law Gold Have Got had your nee®

She was flustered when she looked up and saw 1t was
Comrade Wong coming this way with 2 stranger also
m umform She was always nervous around Comarade
Wong so shat he too felt apprehensive never sure that
she would say the nght thing though 1t happened that
she did this time
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A she smiled and greeted lum back  you had your
nce too Comrade Wong?

But he did not hear her He hasnly covered up what
ever 1t was that she smd by calling out loudly Very
good very good And 1s your father n law at home?

She made her exit humedly shoutng Comrade
Wong has come

Big Uncle and Big Aunt came out beaming Wong
introduced to them the man 1n umiform he had brought
withlam This 1s Comrade hu  he smd  He has come
from Shanghai to study conditions mn the country He
wants to Jodge with you and live as you Tve

Tl‘:ey greeted Comrade Ku effusively ku was gaunt

(B

dae— T th  made hus
! ! PRI N LA 1t 1 wasa
w1 Artistic

Workers Association to Expenence Lafe and collect ma
tenal for tus next film

Comrade Small Chang the milttiaman who served as
Won%s orderly panted up from belind them carrying
Kus luggage on a flat pole ku fought with hum for the
load trying to take 1t mto the house himself but Com
rade Small Chang refused to part with 1t It was his job
to delver the bedroll to the house and he was gong o
o1t This man from the aty Comrade hu had wrestled
Ium all the way trying to carry his own luggage In fact
he had almost been tempted to tefl this man with the
glasses Please Comrade you stick to your own 10b and
let me do mme dhad

Like most willagers Big Uncle and Big Aunt haf a
intellectuals staying with them dunng the Land Rel ol';n1
50 they took 1t with comparative calm They were careftt
not to apologize for the food ot the Living conditions ot



to say Did the Comrade come down from Shanghai?
as that would 1mply that the country was lower than the

myﬂxey showed therr guest the room where they ke&t
the millstone and farmmng implements These could
eared out and the door removed from 1ts hinges and
set up on two benches to make a bed at mght ku said
1t was fine Then they all returned to the mamn room
and admured the dark blue vase the famly had won in
the lottery when the landlord s possessions were divided
among them

At Comrade Wongs request someone ran to fetch
Gold Root and his wite Gold Root was the Labor Model
and his wife had only recently returned to the country
to youn 1 the productive worh Ku was impressed these

Big Aunt

1 themselves

1 the coun

uy ot lllllgS die dierent now But Blg Aunl Cn&i

out with guste ‘Without Charuman Mao we would

never have this day  And she alwavs referred to him

as Chairman Mao ta la0 jen chra adding on the suffix

‘big old man of the house which showed famlianty

and affectionate respect as one might speak of an elder
m ones awn farmil:

Ku could see that she was Comrade Wongs pnze
exhibit Probably that was why he made him board with
her famly When Comrade Wong was leaving, Ku
walked him down the road and lstened to him talk
mdulgently of the old woman  One thing about her—
she 15 very frank and outspoken

Comrade Wong had already mentioned the Winter
School to him and suggested that he go to teach there
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50 a5 to migle more with the people Now hesad Have
agood rest Comrade You must be tired after the jour
ney Tomorrow 11 take you around to the school ant
intreduce you to the class
Agamn he enlarged on the ymportance of teaching the
willagers to read and write as a means of Elevating their
Pohnical Awareness To hsten to him one would think
that this job he was ashing ku to undertake working 1n
shifts with the schoolboys from the village town to teach
a few characters to illiterate peasants W s the greatest
and most challenging work mn the whole nation He was
a good propagandist hu thought Wongs partv 2g¢
was qute long and he had seen action m morthern
Raangsu He certainly deserved a better post than the one
he was holding Probably 1t was the mfighting between
cliques that had hept lum down Perhaps Wong was a
follower of some important personage Who had been
purged by Mao In that case he would be a dangerous
character to associate with kn became more wary an
withdrawn 1 his manner
Comrade Wong walked ‘back alone to his quarters In
the Villa e Public Office which had formerly been the
Temple of the Militant Sage 1t wasnt untl after he
left ku that he realized he had talked rather 2 Tot about
1 — -1 b dmrnp the Japanese
or him run
2adn t meant
to bring up all this not to someu! ... meeting for
the frst tme Inghsmng pu tao tang mid yung
Heroes do not boast of their past prowess It depressed
Jum to think that he was behaving Iike a garrulous old
man lLiving on his memones
1t was the hmt of condescension 11 Rus atttude to-



hum that had egged lim on  He did not hke the
‘wv:;dh‘:n:a]ked about national and world affairs for his
information perhaps with the best of intentions assum
ing that he was totall}r 1gnorant of what was happening
ou a1 T mn - - T 1

the
and Artistic Worhers Association that he was a new
recrmt to The Cause after the Liberation

After my twenty years of service to The Party always
m the thick of the struggle  Wong thought here I am
playing host to this miserable turncoat and being patron
zed by him—the twofaced chicken hearted intellec-
tual—the runming dog of the old regime

He shouldn t lose hus temper like this he knew And
he was probably being unfair to Ku The mood hung
heavy over im He hoped that on retummg to the
temple he would find some peasants warting 1n his office
wanting to settle some dispute It mght dispel the gloom
He knew how to handle Ppeasants and there was always
pleasure m doing a thing well To the peasants he was
the government They made him feel he was a wital cog
:n the machine mstead of an outmoded tool tucked away
1n a dark corner

Usually he was kept busy from morming till nyght but
1t Jooked when he got back to the temple as 1f he was
gomng to have this afternoon to humself After sitting at
hus desk for a while he got up and strolled outside his
hands folded at his back’ Comrade Small Chang who
kept house for hum_was sitting outside the door on 2
pu tuan the round cushion on which monks sat out
their endless hours of meditation The monks of this
temple had long been disbanded And Small Chang was
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not meditating he was peeling garhic The pu tuan was
‘c’leorty;] old the straw showed through the tom blue

Small Chang had their washing hung up to dryona
Zﬂmg drawn across the mtncately carved latuced wim
ow A patch of sunhght lay motionless on the dismal
faded pink of the temple wall
; 1t occurred to Wong that he seemed to be always
ing 1n temples i the sem darkness of vast empty
halls still haunted by the evicted gods He was Lving 1n
2 temple when he marned Shah Ming He knew what
was coming—whenever he started remembering that was
the part that came most readily to mind

He had first seen her m a mass meeting of kan pu
when he was with the New Fourth Army 1n northem
Kuansu All the kan pu gathered in a small town to sheng
take attend big class They made use of the house of an
absentee landlord The great pillared hall was bleak and
draughty hike the outdoors on a dark day They sat on
the stone paved floor during the lecture taking notes on
paper pads balanced on ther knees The lecture ended
with the shouting of slogans as all their speeches
vanably did Everybody stood up and repeated after the
lecturer Long live Chairman Mao' and tossed hus cap
into the air hurling 1t as high as he could But not everv
body could manage to cateh his own headgear when 1t
came down There was a feversh scrambling for caps as
the lecturer again shot up an am with his voice stram
1~ F Teng hve Ss Talin' he shnehed

kan pu standing there cap 0 e > o



ked up the wrong cap She was very young
Isriem}algdo}f”iumngpher hair short Like the other women
and letting 1t hang over her cheeks n greasy stungy
Jocks she wore 1t 1n two braids tucked out of sight under
her cap so that at first glance one would have taken
her for a boy with her rather thin bloodless face and
wideset eyes But now with the cap off and the brads
showing she looked very schoolgirhish fragile and a bt
droopy 1n the uniform that was too large for her
Wong took off hus frayed and battered cap It was so
obvmusfy his own that he had to dhsmuss the 1§ea of gomng
up to her and asking her 1f that was her cap he had
piched up by mistake as some of the other men were
doing None of them had her cap but on looking around
they discovered a cap possed hugh above on a rafter A
_ young man named Yu fetched a ladder with great alac
? ity and retneved 1t for her He was standimg there talk
mg to her when Wong left the zoom Even the knowl
edge that Comrade Yu was low s rank and not quahfied
to marry was small comfort to Wong
o was that gl who lost her cap just now? he
asked another kan pu somew hat peevnshf; Such a lot of
fuss
Ive never seen her before A newcomer Why are
you mterested m her?
Don ¢ talk nonsense
He tned somebody else later on ‘That one with the
pigtatls—is her husband s name Chen®
I'dont think she 1s mamed You mean Shah Ming
don t you? She came here less than a year ago Works n
the telegraph branch
I thought I knew her husband A Comrade Chen
he mumbled T must be mustaken
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The women kan pu were lodged for the mght mn the
cooperative store He went there early next morning
and asked for Comrade Shah Ming

As was the usual arrangement in Chinese shops there
stood on each side of the room a row of carved blackwood
chairs wath small tables m between for recevimng visitors
and important customers He took a chair Red scrolls
hung on the wall at the back congrarulating the co-
operative on 1its opening

A good omen  thought Wong  proposing to her m
a cooperate store It ought to be the beginning of a
lifetime of co-operation m our revolutionary work

The mornmng sun streamed 1n through the door Iight
1ng up the baskets of nce and red beans at Tus feet the
mounds of dusty mushrooms and mu ehr 2a kind of
fungus Like furled black ears and the large brown peels
of bamboo shoots with their dry sweetish smell The
women kan pu chattered Joudly at the counter rolling
up thexr bedgmg They had slept on the counter durmg
the mght

‘Then he saw Shah Ming hurrying toward lum Wong
lnt(x]oduced himself 1 want to have a talk with you e
52

She sat down smiling wisibly bracing herself After
ward she told him that she had felt sure he had come
to S%;éak to her about her brawds which bad occasioned
much enticism

I heard that you are not marned ~Wong sad
Neither am I What do you say if we ask the organiza
tion for permission to marry?

Shah Ming took 1t very calmly he thought though of
course she seemed a bit taken aback She answered
smiling Kaohu kao liu ba' Lets think 1t over



As faras I am con(;:emed there 15 no need to recon
mund 1s made u;
ﬂd;:,lll\glfc sad smling IE 15 2 grave step haolin kao
L ba! 1
ecision 1t
He ',ilf_i_r_mt_?fiss' her forLan 1m‘medlate e o
young
1 ul not
d fade
more
‘Two weeks later he visited her at her post She had
to wake up a colleague on the might shift to do her work
for her while she came out to talk to lum
Lets send mn the petion  he suggested  IF ether
of us 15 unfit to marry you can depend on 3t that the
organization will tell 'us'so We can safely leave that
to the organization
She kept putting him off with her kaohu kaols
ba' But the second time he came to see her at her 5]051
she gave i and sad reluctantly  All nght So they
sent m the petiion and were granted permussion {0
marry One evening Wong dispatched an orderly to
fetch her on horseback
The clockety-clock of the horse s hoofs sounded sharp
and cleaz in the evemng quiet He warted on the stone
steps outside the temple untl the sound had faded away
in the distance then he went 1 The hall was dark
except for the lamplight coming from Ius room He
could yust distinguish the blue faces and red faces of 2
tow of mwor gods down one side and their gilded
drapenes Gusts of wind made the tattered paper on the
windows flap loudly He crossed the hall and went into
the eastern chamber which was his room Today the
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room had been swept and tdied up so that 1t looked
very empty

“The war years had been a penod of compromuse for
The Party so the 1dols had been left intact 1 this temple
they occupred and the nuns allowed to remam though
the young ones had all run away An old nun who stayed
on was domng her lessons at the back of the temple,
beating a wooden mu yu It went on and on an even
flow of toc toc toc toc, like water dnpping from an
ancient water dlock markmg time for a dead world

Wong felt the spell come over hum as he paced about
Ins room waiing for the gul She came that mght and
left at dawn on the same horse with the orderly holding
the rems for her After that he sent for her every week
Invaniably she came at might and left at dawn like 2
ghost mstress 1n those old stones

At times he almost struggled against the spell He
would have ltked to think of her as a part of his everyda
life like other men's wives The only time he ever felt
really marned to her was when there was an emergency
meeting of the kan pu m the country town whjerc he

.

on the platform was not just so But 1n this gevasidt u
area there were no fowers to be had or ﬂafs and
streamers and suitable highting effects Wong had faled
even to obtain a large portrait of Mao Tzetung which
was essentral

Shah Ming sols ed the problem by pasting 2 large sheet
of red paper 1n the center of the wall with Long live
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Chasman Mao watten on it m big black characters
Then she took two brass basins the kind that everybody
used around here filled them with cooking ol and set
them on the table one on each side Dunng the meetng
when the o1l was it 1t made 2 most impressive scene
with the huge pulsating orange flames the light and
shadows l}‘)]aymg on the red paper 1n the ‘background
and all the kan pu holding up an arm sweanng alle
giance to The Party

Wong was immensely proud of his wife feeling just
as 1f they had given a successful party Afterward he
enjoyed tallang over everything with her the mishaps
as well as the g mcidents It was wonderful when
all the guests departed and she did not leave with them
but stayed with tum for the mght

She told lum how she haf come to jom the New
Fourth Army Duning her senior year 1n hugh school she
had been befnended by a woman teacher who was 2
Communist It was most exciting the whispered mid
night talks the surreptitious reading of propaganda ht
ecature by the light of a candle behind the padded
blanket The teacher told her Russia was the only country
who really helped Chma to fight the Japanese 1mvaders
She kept her informed of the newest victories Yenan
scored agamst the Japanese Shah Ming became a con
vert along with several other guls and the teacher took
them with her when she escaped from the Japanese b
areas mto northermn Kiangsu where the New Fourth
Army operated

Shah Ming Bnght Sand was a name she adopted
after she came here It was mannish and smart, ratber
hike a fashionable pen name or stage name

She told him about the last house they were stationed
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mn The four tele_raphers one young man and three guls
occupted the hving room 1 a peasants house At mght
they slept on the tfables they worked at 1n the daytme
There was no door—1t had been cut up for firenood by
marauding soldiers The north wind %lew straight m
making 1t extremely difficult to keep the ol lamp ahght
But even then 1t was warmer mndoors than mn the cow
shed so the farmer always took his buffalo nto the hving
room at mght and tied 1t to the window frame Whenever
the buffalo started to unnate one of the telegraphers on
the nught shft had to jump up from her seat dash over
and set the gaxl under 1t then return to her work Agam
when 1t had fimshed one of them had to go over and
remove the pail immediately otherwise the beast was
sure to kick 1t over and flood the floor

In a way 1t was a blessing to have the buffalo 1n the
om She could recall freezing mghts when the three
guls cuddled up to sleep under the buffalos belly like
calves

She told hum all this a bit shamefacedly and together
they laughed at her predicaments

Tt 15 a panful expenence he admuted  the petty
bourgeos throwing himself mto the fumace of revolu
tion But this 1s how we are remade

He felt sotry for her but the most he allowed himself
to say was Youll be able to stand 1t better 1f you have
better health But don t worry your health will improve

In early summer she fell ll from a miscamage and was
lad on an unhinged door the only Jund of stretcher
available 1n the countryside and camned to the temple
where there was 2 medical-aid station for wounded sol
diers Wong was glad to have her with hum though be
had no time to nurse her They were suffenng military



reverses and the day came when they had to evacuate
the place m a hu

The order c'.\r‘:Z n the small hours before davnt
throwing everybody mto a frenzy of actvity e t’i
diers had to return everything they borrowed from ke
peasants since thewr slogan was Not a needle not 3
thread from the people They could be heard EVC"T)’
where nowsily wun£ng on d);ors and shoutmg 1
nung! Ta niung! Aunt! Aunt! An old peasant womﬂl“
roused from her sleep would open the door fearfully
The soldier would hand over a battered zice pot. ¥
a hole at the bottom or a broken char and thank et
for lending 1t to them for the past six months ke

‘We are leaving now But dont worty @ nsung ¢

would say soothingly we are comin; back X

‘Wong had a million things to attend to Hu“)""g}:::d
to their quarters he found that Shah Ming had fo
herself to sit up i bed and pack her belongngs mm:
small bundle For a moment he felt dstresseS —p
]}(lnowmg how 1o tell her that she was not gong ™

am

Its gomng 1o be a rough tnp He sat down on e

bed and turned to face h%r }uf palms on his knees ““c
thontatively It s better for your health if you don ¢ com
along I have arranged with Comrade Fang 10 have }%0
stay with his parents for the time being Comrade Fazg
was his orderly Wong knew he could count on
loyalty of the parents so long as he had the son W!
as hostage et

She went on slowly with her packin; though €v
ally she stopped an):i bent fosward gas 1 exhavt
pressing her face against the bundle in her lap He k"
she was crying
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Its a very common thing he said  Comrades often
have to stay m enemy terntory and go under cover

I'want to come with you  she sobbe

But there arent enou h stretchers  he blurted out
or stretcher bearers And we have to tale all the
wounded soldiers with us You can easily escape notice
But what chance has a wounded man got>

He had his own packing to do Presently when he
tumed to her agam he saw that she had stopped crying
and had continued with her packing The cocks were
crowing and the yellow light cF the a1l lamp grew bleak
diluted by the gray daylight He felt as if they were catch
ing an early tramn

Comrade Fang s father and brother came carrymng an
unhinged door ‘They helped her onto 1t and covered her
up with a padded blanket though 1t was June Sick
ypeople were always supposed to keep warm Wong bent
down to tuck in the b{’anl\et around her neck and whis
pered Youll be all nght But be careful all the same
An;i) get well quck Well be back here soon  She

I U 1 dnucpation of the troubles dnd uanﬁu s
thrust upon him The forced cheerfulness n his tone
struck a chully note i Wong s heart as he watched them
carrying her across the nce paddies under the moming
stars

The army moved to another district This was toward
the end of the war when all sides had grown tired and
cynical When any one side girded atself for a fresh effort
and surged forward the other side smply surrendered
enmasse only to break away at the first opportunity 'I'h_er



situation became positively farcical with whole battahons
1 Lt - L _ -~ com

wder
n 1t
became apparent that Shah Ming had lost touch with
the New Fourth Army Lots of things could have hap-
pened She mght have been discovered or betrayed and
she could have died from her illness or the lack of medt

cal care
n 1 Al T o~

to stay with a relative of therrs i another village some
-1

Finally Wong had an opportunity to go there fumself
to vestigate Disguised as a small tradesman he went
to the willage indicated by the Fangs and asked for
their relauve known as Chow Paké Eighth Brother
Chow

Chow Paké was a short hitrle man around forty with
protuberant e{es and closely shaved greenish scalp His
head perfectly round to begin with” somehow Ew‘\‘d
battered and out of shape And he was chinless out of
self-defense so that nobody could deal him a knockout
blow on the chin

Possed and well mannered 1n hus Jong gown of blue
o~ -t - - ¢ 1 Jur A

Tumber and had been directed by the Fangs to ask for
74



wformation from Chow Paké since he was on the way
here Chow tumned out to be so eloquent that Wong
thought hus name Pa ke must be a mchname as pake s
also Chnese for parakeet 2 kind of bird which could
leam to talk waeh great facility and was hnown for ats
C!S!emess But n ime Chows wife appeared and was

So Pake
the meal

taxation

the vanous authonnes along the way who had to be ap-
Peased and the soldiers he was hkely to come across This
was one of those unfortunate areas which were alternately
raided by the Japanese the Communusts the Peace Army
of the puppet government and all sorts of nondescript
t00ps who owed nommal allegiance to the government
m Chungkmg

They had 2 few cups of wine together and Chow told
him about that tme the Japanese came down from
Tungchow

‘Walked night nto the house he sad “The officer
who headed the party asked me ‘You are lao-pas shing,
common eivihan? And Isaid Yes So then he asked me
“You like Chunese soldiers or Japanese soldiers> I didnt
Jnow what was the best way to answer the question T
didnt know whether he wis Chunese or Japanese He
was speaking Chinese all nght

'Bsg(:asuxe%y you can tellg by the accent sad Won
‘Then he remembered that, to the peasants soldrers al
sounded alike just as outlandish whether it was a ]agan
ese spealing Clunese or 2 Chunese northerner speaking

andann
Ar sud Chow wathout pausing  you cant tell by



boots
he accent exther The only way to tell 1s by their
:45 :(lzune dfferent But I didnt dare ]‘30 . I-Ee r:legc

o
Atyah hsien hseng, mister) We lao-pas shing really have
a hard hife! Whenever we see soldiers whether they ar¢
Chinese or Japanese 1ts all the same to us All we want
15 some peace—it s best for everybody all round And he
saud You are nght  So then I knew he was 2 Japanese
he concluded well pleased with himself
Alfiter lunch Wong got up to leave Having made sute
that Wong -~ 1 f b
town and '}
pressed his
a few days
Your generosity overwhelms me sad Wong
“Though Ive already heard a lot about your hcspuahty;l
That reminds me—I have a relative a young lady I hear
she also Jodged with you when she passe§ this place [
forgot even to thank you
Which young lady? Chow asked after 2 shght pause
She was staying with the Fangs sad Wong reg?
mg him xmentliv
how went quite blank  You must be mistaken We
didn t have any young lady visiung us
She could have disgursed her age Well Ive always
thought of her as being young Wong smd laughng
maybe because when I last saw her she was a mere bt
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of agul Actually she must be geting on Middle aged
you mght say

No Chow sad no rmddle aged lady came to my
house

T heard she has aged tembly with her dllness She
must look quite old

No old lady exther Chow saxd firmly

Wong was well aware that the others reticence might
be due to the fear that he was an agent from any of the
other sides on the track of a woman Commumst So
Wong did 2 reckless thimg and revealed himself

‘Dont be afraid to speak the truth he sad [ repre
sent the New Fourth Army You can safely tell me
exactly what happened If you hide anything 1t 15 at
your own penl

Chow was 1n a dary The man p d him
self a Commumist but there was no telling which side
he really belonged to This tme 3t wouldn't help even
to look at hus boots as he wore none bemng mn avihan
clothes

moor 1 1 2 o deny having

¥hat have you

done to her> Tumned her over the gendarmes? pressed

ong
Lao-tienyae Old Lord Heaven 1 know no!hlndg
about ths! The Fangs ate lymg if thats what they sau
Aryah why do they do this to me? it

You ve sent one of our people to her death and you
pay for it said Wong d

After a lot of threatening Chow finally l)mkcl lown
and admtted that he had given shelter to a girl who was

-



1 If in the end Wong turned out to be an agent from
another side he could always say he had been forced to
make up the story seeing that was the only way 0 8¢
nd of the man
“Where 1s she now? Wong asked
She left us in the exghth moon She said she was going
to Chinkiang to get mto 2 hospital She had relatives
there she sad
She went by herself?
She was much better when she left She saud she
could make the tnp alone
T 1 . han h h ruasaboutallbe
ve him

Wong went back to his post reasonably nappy But
soon other doubts assalled him Why hadat she &
mumcated with hum or any of their associates of she wis
1 a aty hke Chinkiang where 1t was comp nvely €257
to make contacts?

Later there had been rumors of her beng seen ¥
Chmkxan% As her defection from The Cause becs™®

32 v 2.~ m e meupmds
1ty bet
bourgeoss

wehable

He wondered for the first time whether she had been
happy with im Smnce thetr union was not TecognizE b
the outside world there was every possibality that she
had marned somebody else and se!ged down to the but
drum lfe of a small town housewife And Wong wld
humself that Yersona] feelings aside he wished ferventy
that she would return to The Revolution for her own

78



sake In those umes of stress the organization was not
over particular Deserters were always taken back after
the proper show of repentance

Wong was wth the troops when they were marching
mto a town at mghtfall The town had changed hands
many times and Tad been the scene of many battles

o Ao

up as he marched past a roofless house with eyeless blach
holes for windows It gave um quite 2 yolt to see a gl
looking down at him from a window on the second floor
He had no 1dea those houses were still habitable

Though the guls face was litle more than a whute
blur n the deepening dusk 1t could be seen that she was
pretty and to his astoishment she seemed to be smuling
at hm He looked away thinking that he knew what
Tand of house this was but these sluts should have known
that they couldnt do busmess with the New Fourth
Amy Then with a start he looked up agam when an
inner voice shouted  Shah Ming! Why 1ts Shah Ming!
But the face had vamished almost as 1f the sudden clamor
within hum had reached her ears and had frightened her
away

Stepping out of the ranks he stood stanng up at the
window Was she avoiding him? But she was smiling at
bhm just now She must be hurrymng down the pit
black nckety staircase She would stumble and fall and
break her neck He found a rectangular opening that had
once been the door and stepped quickly mside

For a moment he felt confused not knowing what
had happened A cool breeze fanned h s cheeks Black
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shapes loomed around him but there was a dm mauvish
blue Iight overhead There seemed to be crickets singing
squeaknly underfoot He was standing outdoors The
whole house had been blown up except the fagade
behind which there was nothing but rubble

His eyes sought the second story window where be
had seen the girl the first window from the left—that
would be the first window from the nght m reverse It
was merely a rectangular hole in the lonely white wall
that stood Jagged agamst the evening sky His scalp felt
cold and tightly drawn as he looked mto the dusky vod
of the window where the stars were beginning to appear

He could hear the rhythmical thud thud of the soldiers
marching far down the empty street At the sound of
those retreang footsteps Wong suddenly went wild
with fear He tore mito the street and ran all the way t©
catch up with them

While 1t had been a shattering expenence 1t also filled
im with a kind of elanon He was convinced that she
had aﬁpeared to lim because she wanted hum to know
that she was dead She did not want him to think that she
had been unfarthful to lum

Then hus traming stepped m and told him that that
was mere superstition And he was forced to the conclu
ston that on top of losing her he was losing hus samity

Years passed before he heard amthing definite about
her In the course of being shifted about after the Com
munist occupation of the whole of China he came across
an old colleague who used to know them both The man
told hum that he had scen Shah Ming mn Soochow She
showed no recognition of hum when they met so he dd
not greet her But later he had made nquines and had
learned that she was now mammed had two children and
8o



another man's house

He had an opportuntty to visit hus home village for the
first tme 1 nineteen years s mother sull lived but
they no longer had anything 1n common All she had to
tell hum was endless tales of woe of losses and privations
and all hus assurances of better days to come failed to
cheer her His family had previously made arrangements
for hus marmage talung the gl into their house when
they were both children They worked her harder than a
slave gul throughout the years .nd she had become quite
ahag Wong did the nght thing by her and marned her
But every ime he went home for 2 visit which was very
seldom he felt lonelier than ever

While he had no close friends he had always got on
well enough with everybody with the exception of his
supenors Consequently he was always the one who got
caticized and blamed ‘whenever anything went wrong
Dunng meetings even when he came out well 1 an
argument the summng up by the presiding officral
would twist things to Iis £sadvamage There was no
promotion for hum after the Communists took over the
country Instead he was labeled unable to keep pace
with changing situanons  Being a kan pu was 2 hfetime
10b however so like many other veteran kan pu he was
penstoned off with a smalf post mn the coum?'

He had no quarrel quosthe overall pohey of The
Party He had been trained to accept it unqueshomng]‘y
It was the small things that jarred him—the officials
wives holding the 1mp e of X g the




nght people of chao kuan hsi finding connections And

he was appalled by what seemed to ﬁlm to be rank ex

travagance like rebuilding the temples n all ther
- e Tt

ame
He o‘fsen got angry but his was the helpless tury of
PRRACIEE b A T -1 fegnds He never

of his own ac
world
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AR O X
= ¥
Teacume AT rrE WINTER SCHOOL PROVED = =
to be more strenuous than hu expected The 0 Xfu-
schoolhouse was five miles away and he was not used to
walking Besides he was hungry Even when he had
been there a week after puffing up the path agamst the
cholung north wind he felt so famt when he stood at the
blackboard that he kept dropping the chalk
The food was shocking He came to the country gnmly
non Afa nuthne but this Vanous fnen'd‘s who Eag



bitten on Be sure to eat 1t up Again the farmers

xnafg);mght wipe a chair with the senpme cloth she had just
dried the babys bottom with and ask you to sit down
You must not hesitate and hurt her feelings He did not
find the farmers as nawe as they were pictured And
where were the sesame cakes? All they l'nauz:l here was :
watery gruel with inch long sections of grass floatmg 1n

Ofry ug)urse he could no§ speak to anybody about the
matter and least of all to Comrade Wong So he had no
means of finding out whether the situation was only local
or spread over a large area He could find no mention m
the newspapers of famme 1n this or any other part of the
country He had a curious sensation of having dropped
out of time and space hving nowhere

The strange dull gnawmg sense of hunger somethng
new to him—a cross between toothache and heartache—
made everything else seem unreal the sunny fields the
woodcutters on the hillside the sound of distant gongs
and cymbals in the wind—the people 1n the Rice-Sprout
Song Corps had been called out to practice again an
were dancing and wnggling under the eye of the cul
tural cadre

It was incredible how the people camed on as usual
They cooked three times a day In the damp air the blue
wood smoke hung around for a long time with 1ts clean
acrid fragrance At noon all over the countryside the
black roofed white houses 1ssued smoke from square
boles 1n therr walls Slowly 1t poured out like the sou
leaving the body and melting away 1n a moment of holy
ecstasy Watching 1t somehow Ku thought of an °£‘
qotd ner af Canr o

P

o
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ncegruel he thought how can they go on like this when
food 1s God to !hex%\? y

He was afraid that he was losing weight That wortied
him most Everybody who participated 1n the Land Re
form boasted of having grown fat after three months m
the country Some claimed they had been cured of all
linds of ilinesses of long standing To those who hung
back from the dreaded ordeal they would say Itisa hard
Iife but you can grow fat 1f your Thought has already
been Straightened Out  On the other hand growmng
thin would indicate mnner conflict resistance 1n the sub-
conseious mmd Ku wondexﬁd how lze was going tg face

)
anybody unless he wanted to run the nsk of bemg ar
tested as a Nationalist spy spreading malicious rumors
It would seem he told himself rather admuning his
own sense of saire that 1n the matter of ill noursshment
and long working hours The Party Comrades departed
from their matenalistic standaomt and became extreme
- f = - ~ Fm nd over
of
era
art
in the Land Reform She wrote to all her fends giving
glowing accounts of how her health improved under the
tryng curcumstances She said she had served as an
errand boy and trudged thirty miles on straw sandals
snow two feet deep to delver a letter Now she could c:t;
three huge bowls of rice every meal and had gzmc‘d
twenty pounds Three bowls of nice! ku felt that he con
do with three huge bowls of nice Tumself .
5



He tried to work 1n spute of this craving obsession He
was searching for story matenal that might be interpreted
1n such a way as to throw light on the founshing and

state of the p y after the Land Refom

Tn hus heart he stll maintamed that the country must be

prospering s 2 whole  He found that a very useful
hrase

He talked with vanous persons Comrade Wong ac
companied him to some ofe the neighboring villages to
visit the soldiers families The people were very pleasant
but they never had much to say On the other hand there
were quite a few who talked too much probably under
the impression that he was some visiing dignitary who
LA han v o1

g s v u l“lSSlllg wem a8 nol lyy il
Comrade Wong would probably call Big Aunt typt
cal But Comrade Wong gad never ved with her and
did not know her ntoning of those set phrases could get
to be very monotonous Sometimes Ku could almost
believe that she was a shameless Lar He interviey
Gold Root T an and his wife They both seemed shy but
Ku still had hopes that when they grew more used t0
fhum they might open u

Gold Root took the Winter School senously Moon
Scent also went regularly because her husband seem
to ltke 1t She learned the tunes of some of the songs they
taught there The East Is Red and Beat Down the

encan Wolves But she paid little attention to the

lessons She was not mte:restev:f7 1n self improvement Like
all women who are happy 1n their marniage she felt 1m
mensely complacent
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Gold Root went and asked Ku to wnte out the char
actersfor door table chair all those things around
the house for hum to cut out and paste on the actual
abject Everybody crowded around Kus door to watch
him wield the brush Moon Scent also came peerning
standing on tiptoe with an arm around the neck of Sster
m Law Gold Have Got

Thenshesaid As Sister in Law Gold Have Got with
a teacher nght in your house you should really be
ashamed 1f you do not learn your lessons! She gave the
older woman 2 push and ran away laughin

Suster in Law Gold Have Got blushed and smiled con
fusedly because nobody ever joked wath her And Ku
loo](ec{ up at this with a smile Soms_nme; this pretty

1

t

md her She
by her stay
Ul ULy Ol LU LOIE UdLR UL ol to the call of
Return to the Land and he noticed that she seemed

happier than most other people around here
One day when he retumed from a stroll he saw her
hangmg up her washing on a tree There were some chil
dren's underpants made of an old cotton prnt of 2
Rl Nan b hoh branches
mter She
2d humself
wondenng what she was like 1n summer without those
wadded clothes that made every woman look pregnant
‘The padded pants folded nght aver the stomach pushing

the jacket well out

“The winter 15 colder here than 1n Shanghar he sa;:L
She agreed with hum pleasantly He sat down on the
boundary stone nearby and asked her where she used to



en she was m Shanghai It tumed out to be not
]fx;ef‘:o}xln lus place She ren%arked that 1t was a conven
sence to have the market only a few blocks anay
She seemed singularly accessible today As they went
on talking she asked him how many peog:le there were
in hus farmly how many servants and if they had the
house to themselves and whether they had many fnends
and relations 1n Shanghai With a’shoch he came to
realize that she was working around to sounding Jum out
on the possibility of hus geting her a job 1n the aty an
also help her husband to find one 1f possible
After that he never approached her agan
He wrote regularly to hus wife and friends and walked
thirty miles to the village town to post the letters After
ward he would have lunch m a restaurant—rice Of
noodles with eggs meat bean-curd skin vegetables ant
bamboo shoots He looked forward to those trps Wit
mcreasing impatience ‘Then one day Comrade Wong
dropped 1 to ask him 1f he had any letters to post Comn
rade Wong was going to town for a meeting and could
mail them for him
He found himself tremblmz; with anger So they
s d A alin days
every pos
he was m
town but Wong probably would not abject to Jus eatng
a good meal out of his own pocket though he might
despise hun for it
No 1dont have any letters tomail  he said smhing
Luchily the ane he wrote last mght had a book lymg o7
loia of 1t on the table to press down the flap of the en
velope The glue never stuck simce 1t went down 1 pric
to Face the Masses
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It was crazy us telling a lie like that If Wong ha
pened to take up that book and see the letter he would
certamly think 3t held some secret Otherwise why
should he be afraid to trust 1t to anybody else?

He must get Wong away from this room as soon as
possible

‘The New Year 15 commg you must be homesick
Wong saud jocularly slapping um on the bach  Miss
your lover? He used the accepted Communist term for
wife

Ku smiled Comrade Wong are you gong home to
see your lover duning the New Year?

Thave not been home for two years  Wong said smul
g You know how 1t 1s There never 1s ime

Comrade Wong you are too ardent m serving the
people And you are always so busy from mommng till
might I never have a chance to leamn from you

“You are too modest. There 15 no need to be modest
when you are among your own comrades

No but there are many things I want to consult you
about If you are gomg to town this mommg suppose 1
walk you to the Temple of the Earth God> We can talk
on the way

Yes—m fact I should have started before now

Comrade Small Chang was warting for Wong outside
the house The local militia wore no umform and for
arms most of them had to make do with rods swords and
lances But Small Chang camed 2 nﬂec '{he'v'"mﬁde an

- a wi

with

his story and observed as he had done on seseral prev
10us occasions  You should have been here dunng the
89



Land Reform Let me tell you—it was a truly spinng
ence

K: resented having this thrown 1n hus face all the
fime—that he did not volunteer s services durng the
Land Reform It had been a particularly severe wintet
and his wife had worned about his lungs Of course he
knew exactly what Wong thought of him—a latecomet
to the scene purely an opportunist

Truly mspimng  You should have seen the Took of
sheer joy 1n the farmers eyes when they had the Jand
lorfils farming smplements divided among them ‘Wong
SAl

But that kind of joy 1s out of date now ko said
testily The Luterary Journal had a specxal article about
1t last month It says wnters are not to dwell on the
happiness of the farmers after the Land Reform That
must only be a passing phase It 1s time to move vp 2
step
Wong listened carefully with the proper respect for
the leading magazine of the nation Yes that 1s tru€
he said guardedly ‘There 15 still Tots of work to be done

“The Luerary Journal has lashed out at the present
state of mind in the countryside It says the Tumed Ovef
Farmers think only of eating and dnnking They have
dreams of sunchangfa chia Produce and Bumld up?
Family Fortune Up north they made up a ]mgle whicl
sums up their 1deal

THIRTY ACRES AND A BUFFALO
A WIFE AND BABY AND A WARM BED

Yes yes—they lacked Political Awareness Comnde
Wong agreed
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And if they own a pig they want to slaughter 1t and
have a feast when therr daughter mames  Ku went on
quoting

Wong nodded regretfully ‘Yes the farmers are stll
backward Therr Political Awareness needs Elevating
They both fell into these famuhar phrases without hest
tation

How 15 your organization of Mutual Help Units get
ting on?

Oh our Harvesting Corps worked very well this
autumn Wong said brightly And next spring we plan
to turn the Harvesting Corps into Co-operative Unus
The union will be much closer You see all the buffaloes
will be concentrated and redistributed to different umits
The men will go mto the fields collectively at the toot
of a2 whistle

hu was not really interested i those first steps toward
collectivization the pamnful process of weanmg the peas
ant from the land he had just received He knew better
than to tackle such a subject m his film There wa
always the danger that he would ov eremphasize the re
luctance of the farmers to join such umits and make 1t
Took as 1f they were antagonistic to the government That
would be fatal

Though he was cheerful and fluent on the subject
Wong was probably more worned than he would care
to admit They had come to the mouth of the willage
when suddenly the stream shone bnight ahead of them
They walked on the bank of the stream and Wong
sighed
¥ It 15 not easy Comrade domng pol tical work hesad

How I envy you Literary and Arustic Workers In this
great age there are so many stimng events crving (0



watten about and told to the people All :ha:vw]a): :ﬁm
under the reactionary government can no
Everywhere you look you see a story
Ku agreed that this was indeed a great age Wong
1 used to wnte myself when 1 was young
d wistfully
salKu could imagine what kind of things Comrade Wong
had watten as a budding Communast for the school mag
azine But he listened politely to Wong tellmF fum how
he used to contnbute to and then edited the local news
paper m a town 1n Kiangs: ¢
In winter the water was shallow revealing piles ol
gray stones 1n the middle of the stream hu thought 1t
looked like a concrete road under repai
It was then that he got his great 1dea for the story
of the dam Suppose that the stream overflowed C‘eh'Y
> year floodin zie fields and wiping out part of the
crop Well fets make the engmneer from the city 20
some old farmers put therr heads together and solve tl]l;
problem by building 2 dam with a door This wo“d
sexve to allustrate the union of techmcal knowledge an
Keasam wisdom If the engineer thought 1t up all l;.]y
imself he of course would be guilty of the Self-glon
cation of the Intellectual And if the old farmers refl(lsey
fo cooperate relying only on therr past expenences
were gulty of Expegenu{m This 1dpea wt‘a(gfd avord both
There had been numerous films about the enginees
and the old factory workers putting their heads loﬁ’hﬂ
and working wonders They woull reparr a burst ler
rolong the Iife of an old wom-out lathe manufactut®
?ar 2 cotton mill an important spare part that was prev!
ously smported from Amenca and could niot be repl aceh
But utherto the sttuation had never been applned to the
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farming population He had opened up a whole new
vista

In hus excitement he cast asde his usual reserve and
asked Wong as soon as the latter came to a pause in hus
Iterary remimscences Comrade Wong 1s there a dam
anywhere near here?

Adam® Wong was taken aback his story about the
newspaper choked off in midstream  No But why? You
want to see adam® From the sudden interest that lt up
hus eyes and widened hus sule Ku could see that he had
become suspicious

Nol \:gs just thinking would 1t help to build a dfhm
here 1f the stream oserflows n summer and floods the
felds?

It does not overflow hank
‘But suppose 1t does  hu explamed I was just thin!
ing I mght build up a story around that .

Yes but— Wong stared at um m amaz}elmen
‘Why would you want to make one up when ;“iZ 1
50 much story matenal around 1n this great ageed e
sides—1t does not overflow At last he had hu s:z1 uE
as that kind of wnter He opened hus mouth “i’lo:}rg :
and checked himself just 1n tme But a great ;’n
ducks suddenly burst mto sight 2nd Hoated dtiwnsl"eah
meredsbly fast cackling madly wath an elderly g eebls
was as if through a bnlliant feat of venm!fq“‘s‘;am
laughter was transplanted and borne swiftly downs!

Tt eft lum and Ku both somewhat out of countenance



Tre WEATHER WS Far Too wamM FOR - “8 -
wnter Probably 5t would rain A cloud of % ce
tiny winged insects whirled round and round 2 "w
From where Moon Scent stood 1t looked as if the treetop
were smoking dof
Sam had N gong from one en "
A meeting! Go “’}', .
teeting! Everybody b2
to got here
Moon Scent had to take the child with her since t
would be nobody at home Leading Beckon by the }}’_‘l’n‘c
she went next z{oor to pick up Sister in Law Gold :he
Got Gold Root went by himself On such occasions
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men and women always went separately At the meeting
they would also be grouped by themselves although there
really was no segregation mle
The Village Public Office had formerly been the
Temple of the Militant Sage Meetings took place m
the great stone paved courtyard facing the mamn hall The
N -

before he cleared his throat and started speakng

Moon Scent was not yet used to those meetings which
seemed to take more of her ime than they had m the
aty She was always the last to raise her hand when the
time came for everybody to hold up hus hand The women
would nitter a hittle while doing 1t and the men almost
equal shyness carefully kept their eyes front with 2 half
smile and a look that smd = Maybe thus 1s sumply a ntual
But silly as 1t seems 1t 15 the thing to do

Then Gold Root stood up at the back and sad T
move that we ask Comrade Wong to tell us his 1deas
The Charman of the Farmers Associat on started to clap
and after a while the people caught on and all jowned m
Moon Scents heart beat fast Nobody clapped when
others stood up to speak but as soon as Gold Root ?ened
his mouth they al{J applauded But should she do the
same> She would be the wllage !aughmgstod\—a wile
clapping at her own husband But on the other ha]nd
she was afraid to be the only dissenter She was stil n(;
the agony of indecision when the clapp ng StoP) 9 a’;d
Comradé Wong walked up the stone steps and address
the crowd



ade a very long speech about Cultura] Entertamn
mel:: /r%ncuvmes rx{wxe tgo F;press Ku than for the edifia
t10n of the villagers It was already getting dark when be
sntroduced Bu to them and asked hum to give 2 talk on
the same subject The audience had stood on ther feet
so long by this ume that even their arms ached from
hanging down at their sides

Ku merafully made his sEeech short After the meet
L« ~ 21} Danceof the Rice-Sprout
terns and torches cast 3
The dancers banged the

gongs and clashed therr cymbals

P R RS

crong! crone! crrcnone can!
cnong! cHoNe! cHI-cHONG cnt!

The young men Gold Root among them bound yel
low kerchuefs tight on their heads pulling up the comers
of their eyes and eyebrows turning them mto warlke
and fearsome strangers They started dancing_swing"g
their arms as they advancez{ and retreated The othes
locked on smiling But a heaving and pushm, begen
among the spectators and more and more people were
pushed out under protest, to join the row of dancers i

A woman whose turn 1t was to be vicumized drags®
Moon Scent wath her shouting ‘You come too Sister
i Law Gold Root Moon Scent giggled and put vp &
struggle but was finally induced to stand in hine She ha
never danced and her ancestors had not danced for mo®
than a thousand years i1n ths part of the counn'{ She
felt ndiculous even if she had seen schoolgurls and actory
guls pranaing the same dance on the street 1n Shangha!
and conceded that 1t must be a stylish thing to do

Finally the torches were extingished and the lantems
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walked off with therr owners Everybody went home
Moon Scent felt the sweat drp cold mside her wadded
Jacket and was so weak from fangue and lack of supper
that she felt hghtheaded She had always Iiked crowds
She walked beside Sister 1n Law Gold Have Got holding
Beckon by the hand In the dark she could hear Gold
Root s voice talking to other men some distance away It
gave her a comforting and glad sense of possession to hear
hus vorce even if she couldn t see hum

‘The moon was behind the clouds Layers of clouds
formed a rocky cave with an amber glow at'the nm Then
1t started to dnizzle The moon was still there a fary
hight 1 the amber cave But before they reached home
1t was raming hard and they had to run for shelter

Gold Root had come back ahead of her The lamp
still smoked a bt from just having been ht

You could have helped me to carry Beckon Moon
Scent complamed Heavy as a big rock Im all out of
breath

1 dud not see you

She had scarcely sat down when somebody was pound
ing the door from outside

"Who 15 1t Gold Root went up to the door and
shouted above the clatter of the ramn on the roof

It was Sister in Law Gold Have Got coming to bor
row a basin or an earthen jar ‘The roof 1s leaking 1n
Comrade Kus mom  she sard ‘We don t have enough
contaners to hold the water All his thmgs are getting
wet

Moon Scent helped her to lng a bg earthen jar to
her place and saw the state of confusion things were 1
Kus belongings were all stacked in Big Aunt s room an:
the farmily were d g sleeping arrang ts Moon
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Scent told Gold Root what was wrong when she came
back and Gold Root went over to ash Comrade ku to
stay the mght with them The old couple frowned and
gnnned at the same time  trymng not to look averjoyed

All nght then  Big Aunt said reluctantly He right
stay with you for a few days while we repair our roof
But we Il fix 1t as quickly as possible

But still Big Aunt dared not pass ku on to her nePhe“
without consulting Comrade Wong Big Uncle put on
Ius hobnail boots and with his lantemn and umbrells
went out 1n the downpour to see Comrade Wong at his
quarters in the temple Having obtained Wong s consent
they started moving the luggage Moon Scent swept the
room formerly occupied by Gold Flower Big Aunt
helped to spread out hu's bedding her widowed daugh
ter n law bemng meligible for such intimate service The
whole family came over to see that he was well settled
Ku was just as happy as they were at being ‘moved and
Just as anxious not to show 1t Beckon cxrcled around his
possessions putting out her hand to touch everything
She was bold because hu had always been specually me¢
to her out of all the chuldren

At last Big Uncle and Big Aunt got up to g0 with
Sister m Law Gold Have Got holding their umbrella for
them They cursed and laughed at the ram Already ther
vocesw  Ia Ao L 7L LN 1 Alv witl
their gL
tumn to
next room as 1t they had a sick man with them Now 2
then the childs :g;ce prped up shll and uninhbited

He sat on the bed facing the ol lamp and was $4
denly filled with longing for his own home and wife
He moved the tubular bamboo lampstand farther 8%
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to make room on the table Then he spread out bus letter
paper and wrote to Jus wife He told her how he had
moved house tomght to escape from the leahy roof how
affectionate the farmers were how touching therr con
cern He spoke of his work 1n the Winter School and
reparted the talk he gave this eveming on Cultural En
tertamment Activities

The wind was one long level bowl on the honzont
The bamboo partition r:m%ed loudly In the other half
of the oom partinoned off Big Uncles pig grunted un
eanly because of the nowue of the wind and san and
because 2t was not used to the lamphght that leaked
through falling 1n long stupes across the floor

Ku stopped wnning to warm is numb fingers at the
small flame of the lamp ‘The door creaked and the flame
fickered He tumed and saw Moon Scent come s sl
mg She was beaunful i the lamplght hke the fairy
mustress stepping out of a book for the scholar m an old
story by P'u Sung hng

Not sleeping yet Comrade hu? she said She

ought a warming basket with hve charcodl covered
with ashes and tucked  mto his bed Before 1t had
always been Big Aunt who brought hum the basket every
night It was her idea at the begmning He proteste
1o no avad and afterward leamned to appreciate i as the
nights wete very chally Big Aunt must have told Moon
Scent yust now that he required ane every mghe He was
angry with the old woman for bemg so damn solicitous

obody around here ever made use of those bashets
except the old and wfirm He d d not mund 1t 50 much
when Big Aunt brought 5t to fus bed but with Moon
Scent 1t was different It made him feel Iike such an old
woman



15 not necessary Reallyl he murmured
S’ll::“ssmlled at im  No trouble at all And she was

go%e basket made a big_ ungamly hump at the foot of

the bed He sat down d|sconsolately on the and

turned to gaze at 1t He had never been so afraid of the
T

1

a stnp of bamboo and the hght went out altogether He
could not find his matchbox 1n the dark It must have
been put away somewhere when he was moving houst

There was nothing left to do but to go to bed Tbe
rain drummed on Hunger kept lim awake and the
thought of Moon Scent bothered him What would she
look like next summer when she could take off s
ungainly padded uniform? He turned and tossed s0 mu
that he worned about upsetting the basket scorching bus
blanket and perhaps starting a fire

Toward dawn he made a resolunon The next 43
when the rain had stopped he walked to town tomall
letter and eat 1n the restaurant as usual But before b
came back he bought some provisions to take home Wi
him—a thing he had never done before Hegota quantity
of dnied dates and tea leaf eggs—eggs hard boiled with €3
leaves and spices He felt very guilty about 1t sinc® e
was supposed to Iive with the farmers and eat what thef
ate

That mght when he had eaten the eggs and the red
dates he carefully wrapped up the shells and date st
m 2 piece of paper In the moming he went out for 3
walk™ It was unny how the country was such a la
disheveled sort of Place and yet 1t was so difficult t0 ¢
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ose of §arbage of this sort He had to go far out into the
ulls and scatter the scraps i the long grass

Moon Scent was washing his socks and handkerchuefs
for im In late afterncon when they were dry she
folded them up neatly and took them to hus room perhaps
meaning to stay and chat for a while She was not above
fitrting wnth this caty man a htde though she would never
admt that to herself

Tt was already dark 1n his room but the lamp was not
yet it As she stood 1n the doorway she did not at first
percerve tha{ he was munching a tea 'leaf egg When she

with as natural an air as possible

At suppertime Ku brought the two remamning egis to
the table and with some awkwardness offered to share
them with the famly He bought them n town the other
day and had forgotten all about them he said He putu
such a poor performance that he was much vexed witl
bumself But 1t was difficult to behave naturally about a
thing hike food when 1t aroused the lowest and most sav
age mstmets 1n all of them and had become the object of
quite indecent cravings

Moon Scent made her refusal with a set smile Gold
Root grabbed hold of hus arms to ward off the eggs But
finally they had to gwve 1 50 as not to be nude Through
out supper they talked even less than usual although
Gold Root felt that he had to comment pohtely A good
egg Yes—a good egg And afterward there was a per
ceptible coldness i their attitude toward their guest

After that Moon Scent seldom came into hus room

d whenever she did she always wamed hum of her
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ch by talking loudly to someone else This assump
ff)lr):mt;w! T mmght be cating any e of the day s

outrageous and somehow humiliating
Apparently Beckon had also been forbidden to ﬂ}!’!ﬂ
™ - == m

scolding and chastisement and the child s crying
He made frequent tmps to town now always on sme
pretext He brought home dates rock hard sesame aakes
six inches m diameter and small sesame cakes
gold-comn cakes —he had eaten those before but had
never noticed how ternbly crunchy they were This iuf
tive eating with his back to the door was he felt ade
grading expenence But 1t did quiet hus hunger ¢
mental turmoil so that he was able to get on wth bis
Wﬂ‘lng
One afternoon he was sunning hus back in the court
yard working on the story of the dam Moon Scent ¥&
situng under the eaves doing her mending The d
stood close by her sgde K was absorbed i his work 3"‘1
1t was some time before he noticed the gongs on 9+
there The child her face set and stubbong: wgas rubbing
hard against her mother so hard that Moon Scent se€®
mgly oblivious of her swayed and jolted a bit wath bet
movements And the child mumbled under her bie?
and made small plantive noises through her nose Now
and then she gave a despaining tug to her mothers jacket
at are you whining at? Moon Scent svddenf
exploded thrusting her of ‘What 1s 1t you want
me you htde Iest? Every day like this whether there 21
people around or not Shameless! A born beggar' Ev¢Y
day—every day Like this' I don t know what I owed ¥
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n my last ife Why don t you die? Why don't you die
you worthless little pest!

e child burst out crying drawing her two sleeves
alternately over her strearning eyes Moon Scent who
never left off working at her mending went on saymng
the same things over and over agam without looking at
thecluld Andthen just when 1t appeared as if her anger
was being pradually worked off a fresh spurt of rage took
hold of her With'a deliberate movement she put down
her mending She was careful to stitch the needle on the
cloth 50 2 not o lose 1t The child knew what was com
1, She ran around in circles wringmg her hands gibber
g with terror Her wizened httle face seemed strangely
old and there was something primeval 1 her exagger
ated theatnical extubition of horror and distress hu
looked on aghast For a moment he even felt the impulse
of instant fhght as of he himself were faced with an
enemy before whose might he was utterly powerless

™ W RN ) a 8 L lap

Ku came

fo it—thats
enough! You cant expect the hule gul to act like a
grownup Now let her go

She 1gnored ham completely If anything hus mterven
tton only served to goad her on When she finally fimsshed
with the child she returned to her mending Beckon
stood blubbenng m the middle of the courtyard

1pe your nose  shouted Moon Scent
11 1 - L - adm

she went to sleep when Moon Scent was situng by the



side of the bed doing her sewing she felt a twinge of

orse
mghe suddenly said to Gold Root  When the New Yest
comes we must buy some pork and cook something for

Beckon

So she stll had money left thought Gold Root She
did not lend 1t all to her mother He despised fumself for
thinking that as 3f he was spying on her but he co
not help 1t

Then she regretted what she had sad and umed
around to scan the face of the sleepm child  If she
heard me there would be no end of trouble She %‘ggl"d
with a gullty air But after 2 while she again sad mus
ingly All we need 1s a Little pork fat With a little &gxclk
fat we can make nce flour balls with bean paste stufling
Children Like sweet things
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Tz Women's Association wAS GOING T0 = 9 ~
hold 2 meetng As usual Moon Scent went 1 I T
next door to pick up Suster m Law Gold Have Got
She 15 washing clothes by the stream  sad Big Aunt
After Moon Scent left, Big Aunt grumbled after her
¥ou want someone to go go yourself No you must
g others along Other Peopﬁa have work to do In this
&mﬂy the old ones are too old and the young ones too
y nmon £ ¥ ~ e ameet
n

¢
u

(’u Allldi OI e VWOmMen s AssOLlUon 1w
0 anxous dropping i at every house to drag other peo-
108

-



le to the meeting Husband and wife—husband and
Labor Model
Ei ey ol o e e ]
f prase
where
1s the nine tan of gram you reaped Vvhere uas 1t gone
to® You end up just as empty bellied as we are
All night all nght say no more! whispered Big
Uncle
At the young people are such fools! Big Aunt sighed
as she sat there plaiting flax They cannot hear 2 few
lund words without wanting to lay down theur lves for
somebody They willmgly dig out their hearts and dig
out their ivers 1 the old woman have lived longer tha
ou people Just the salt I have eaten would make 2
ngger pile than all the nce you have put 1 your bellies
The things I have seen are many One moment this ammey
comes one moment that army comes After the 2™
come the bandits And this tme 1t 15 worse than 207
bandits You can t even bury four ounces of millet un et
ground and get away with 1t Yes they always Lnow R
Hayah Old Lord Heaven what ind of talk s ths
cned Big Uncle  Gone crazy today! W
At this Big Aunt started to shout Don t be afrard ©
man! Don t %e afraid! I won t get you mvolved Let them
report me Let them gain credits No matter how AnXIOU
to please Comrade Wong—they sull end up just 5
empty bellied as we are "
Big Uncle finally gave up trying to stop her He k“"a
that Gold Root was 1n the hills gathening firev ’;E
that Comrade hu had gone to town to buy the food p
ate 1n secret They had seen Gold Root going out But 4
happened that he had retumed wathout being see? an
was 1 his room all this time
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M
el &?ds}izr;: ;'t]st])( had come back beeuse she forpot to
he drd mor o, o keep an ca’c on the cluld and see that
P p mto Comrade Kus room As soon as she
but
witk
she
near the doorway
She y 1n a ganghng awkward pose
W'i}{’ “i ﬁfag;ds:?as}i?dg toward next door Quarrcling
€ looked at her uncomprehendingt
Ro-g:l:?a::le he;rd what Big Aunt v%ny; shouting Gold
quck Shwas arsh with pain She looked awny from it
Y yA e hated that old woman for hurting Ium
8 Aunt don t talk so Joudly! ihc shoulc(r ocross tllnc

Dont think I am afraid of being reportedl Ly
g Aunt
;}:"ged back An old woman Inkegmcl::a candle in the
B nd and frost on the tles—I cannot last long anyhow
og“ you people who are young and have a future 1 think
~do not blacken your heart and do harm to others or
you would not come to a good end
n‘}n nght all nght say one sentence less urged Bg
cle
Calling other peoj
yellled Moon ScemP APn €l
—lwing to a great age but all your
been hved cu% bya dgog 7
You date scold me! Am I someone whom you might
scold> her aunt cried out  Crazy! Do you eat nce ot do

you eat d‘\::g?
Enerybody say one sentence Jess pleaded Big 17

le black hearted for no reason
1der not behaving like an elder
days seem to have



¢ oo at that said Gold Root to lus wife
']L‘i:e,dgd hag! hissed Moon Scent "Why do younet
ou dead hag?
die Ayh you w omgen' Gold Root said disgustedly
Go and report me! Get my daughter 1n law to repot
me to the Women s Association! Go ahead! &
You never will stop—never will stop said Big Unt ¢
between clenched teeth and there was a sound of scu!
fling and muffled blows A
All nght beat me! Beat me! wlaxlegl Big A“:]‘l i
my age withm ndsons so big already you s
mg? %eat meto ﬁe%ﬁx then! I dongt want to lve! [ havent
the face to go on hving edal
Things clattered to the ground as Big Aunt ol
over the room howling with gnef Root
Go and make peace between them sad Gold
to Moon Scent
I certainly am not going bt
Gold Root finally went himself  All nght all g
Big Uncle He pulled the old man aside At your %%
and mamed for so many years—people will laugh hort
Big Aunt sat on the ground boohoong Sty S0
hair_white and tough hke cats whiskers fell 0¥
cheeks "
Panting with his exertions Big Uncle turmed a dﬂ’:m
ately beseeching face to Gold Root and tned to &P
how this madness suddenly came over her and 1t "ilz
had nothing to do with Moon Scent Gold Root mand
to shake him off When he came home the r00™
empty Moon Scent had gone to the meeting t
Igg'm that day onwz\r%0 Big Aunt and Moo Soet
ceased speaking to each other
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Ku 1Ab sEew comve To i Viiracs Pustio - 10 ot

Office every day the last few days to help 1 000 0

wiite antithetical couplets for the Sprnng Serolls to be

50ld to the farmers dunng the New Year Householders

always bought a new set every year to paste on the folding

doors Prices vaned wath the number of words In the
old days the wording usually went Tike thus

On this ground blessings abound and sons are born

Withsn this door gold piles up and sade accumulates

But now 1t was more hikely to be
May Chasrman Mao Live to ten thousand years



May the Communist Party weather @ thousand

autmns
The characters were just as beautifully balanced and
Jooked just as handsome as before m lustrous black on
plam red or coral patterned paper But somehow 1t was
not the same

It was on a cold dark snow brewing day that Gold
Root s sister Gold Flower came home from C{lou Village
hu was still home when she came so she and her family
yust sat around chatting without saying much As soon 25
hu Jeft she started telling her famly about her troubles
Her mother in law she said was more polite to her than
1o the others because she was a newcomer So her siste™
m law could not stand 1t and banded up together to s3f
bad things about her They said she was lazy and greedf
and her husband starved humself to save hus food for het
Her mother 1n law believed this and got vety angty 2n
scolded the son It was all es Gold Flower sad though
1t was a fact that they all were not eating muc

When Moon Scent returned from Shangh
brought her back presents the towel and the scent
soap 1t had caused a lot of comment Ever sincé then
Gold Flowers new 1n laws had always been hinting that
she should go back home and borrow money This tme
her mother m law openly asked her to do 1t sayif5 that
t;'kherwxse they could not possibly get through the New

ear

Aryah  said Moon Scent 1f 1 had only known ho¥

hard up we are n the country I would nevef have
bought those things and made trouble for you

Gold Flower went on recounting her suffenngs s
stolid monotone her eyes fixed on the ground and :l‘
hands tucked under her jacket The room was very ool
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me out and play Sister Gold Flower Gold
i:e];we?obemg much ygur}: er than he had no sense of
nme They played and played 1n the fields Then he
heard his mother calling them  Gold Root! Gold Flower!
Come have your lunch! He was astonished They went
home and he found she had boiled some beans which she
had meant to keep for seeds The beans were very nice
His mother sat watching them with a smile as they ate
Now he was fully grown and an owner of Jand and
yet 1t seemed he was just as helpless as before agamst the
force of circumstances His sister came to him weeping
and he had to send her away empty handed
Suttng wth knees wide apart he bent forward untl
he was almost doubled up one hand fumbling around
with the back of b s neck When Gold Flowers long story
was at an end Moon Scent rose and went over fo the
other side to repare lunch
Then he also got up and walked over to Moon Scent
who was taking nce out of the great earthen jar
T want to have a meal of properly cooked nee today
1nstead of that watery stuff he said 1n a Jow voice
want 1t hard enough?(;r the grains to be counted
All nght Now go away It would look queer to
Suster she mumbled under her breath without turmmg
her hea
When he came back to Gold Flower she had dred her
tears and was playing with Becl on Leading the child by
the hand she peeped 1nto Ku s room
‘Let me have a look at myold room  she sard !
‘You must not go inside  said Beckon or Ma wil
beat you
‘Why?
Andy ou must not look 1n when the man 1s at home
He will gc eating and Ma would beat you
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. Beckon enjoyed romping around with her aunt Then
fvas e for lunch ‘They had the same thin gruel as
ey had always with some stringy wild vegetables float
dmg 1t Gold Root was so angry he could hardly get it
dWm bis throat He ate 1 silence then suddenly set
own hus bowl with a clatter and went outside the house
tosmoke hs py
. Itbegan to snow At first the tiny flakes were only vis
e aganst the dark bulk of the hill ‘Then they could be
j}e:m asmynads of grayish specks descending slowly from
¢ white sky Gold Flower said she had to start back
oon Scent asked her to wait and see f the snow would
$top but she seemed restless After a while she agamn
stood up to go
1mDo not go Aunt Stay with us Beckon hung on to

Moon Scent sand jokingly If youdont let her go back
9me to your new uncle he ll come and beat you up

Gold Root took his hu, ¢ orange orlpaper umbrella and
thrust 1t into hus sister s hand

But you mght need 1t yourself Gold Flower pro-
tested not lookmg at hum but at her sister law

Moon Scent assured her they could easily drop 1n and
fetch 1t someday when they passed by Chou Village

ey saw her out to the road the two women walking
under the umbrella with Gold Root following 2 few stepls
behind But before they reached the mouth of the vil
lﬂgle he tumed back abruptly withont 2 word of fare
well

“The snow soon turned nto ramm as 3t ofui:\ did E’;ee
south of the Yangtze Moon Scent came lo}r:ies alome
wnthout an umbrella She was wipmg her clothe
Gold Root went at her

1 told you not to give us that th n gruel for lunchl 113



would have thrown 1t 1n your face 1f Sister hadn t been
hex’%Ve ate what we always ate Sister 15 no guest
She seldom ever comes and you even grudge hera full
1
meaﬂ we cook something specal for her she would think
that 1s what we have every day She would think we are
well off and yet we shll wont lend her money
Gold Root said after pausing for reflection She
would never think that of us
She 15 just a child Besides she would tell her hus
band and the whole fanuly would know You know how
people talk
She need not tell anybody
I would have told you 1f 1t had been me!
He was silent after that
e 100m was darh and close in the ramy afternoon
with a smell of wet cloth shoes Gold Root went and lzy
down on the bed After some time he sat up with a jerks
rolled up the old much patched wadded blanket slung
1t over one shoulder and started for the door
What are you dong? cned Moon Scent "Where
are you gomng?
1 am going to pawn this and buy me a dnnk of wme"
You ate erazy! She clutched at the blanhet with 8
her strength “We would freeze to death 1n this weather
‘What do I care® Thys kind of Iife 1s not worth hving
‘Who ever heard of anything Iike this—pawn the wa
ded blanket 1n the middle of the mpe s11 We would de
of cold!
Il try and get into a game of dominoes wath my W1t
nings I can redeem 1t
Th Chinese dvid wi ter  to rune times nn days.
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No no! she gasped

She tugged and he tugged and she began to weep out
of exasperation Suddenly he let go and turned away dis
gusted She flopped down hard on the dit floor Then
she picled herself up and the blanket and sull crying
shook the dust off 1t

But what did he expect me to do? she thought

d her money to help feed all her mn laws while we

starve o death®
o She had to keep telling herself that to whet her anger

1s on her side

50 depressed

Lier supper she went to bed eany 1w ug the blanket
tghtly aXDll’ll:ld Beckon and herself Later when Go}l::
0ot came to bed and tried to pull the blanket loglse EH
I;eld on fimly andsaid  You can do wathout the blan
ou are not afraid of the cold
He gave the blanket such a jerk that 1 neatly landed
her and the chuld on the floor Then to her Su!}?f;u boe
lew out the lamp and lay down quetly O other
clothes on He did not seem to care one “3)'5" ety much
He lay awake for a long time He wante v‘ x:yher <
t0 take her 1n lus arms and drown his sm’m\fir;llt P
place of the dnnk that was denied h‘m:he commonest
deeply ashamed of lumself Andin C}’:’ﬁau h starving 15
joke 15 that about the poor man Wh"w_lf oug
stll amorous and 15 1eered at by hus wife laon he

St d
aully Lu aa
around her out of habit.
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i DESOLUTION HAD BEEN passED By THE ;: ].].;

1 New 0 0 ¢35

Famulies 1n thde

Year and sen

and fgrt; c:—;‘nm m;usehold would contnbute half a pig

were supposed :::-]) New Vear cakes All contnibutors

streamers and del, rape the presents with red and green

Ruce Sproat § chver them at the proper doors with the
slip of red pa ong Corps dancing and making music.

ten on 1t ‘vguf:ieli);wth the words Glorous Family wnt

vorth sons pasted over the doors of Tucky families
Househl(:;jem]:e amud the explosion of firecrackers

s who owned no p1g would pay money 10
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stead an,

e ﬁrecfa:kv erybody was asked to pay a certan sum for
the Villz ers All contnb were to be delvered to
twelfth m%fmp‘ﬁbhc Office by the twenty fifth of the
mg a move, Thut the day passed without anybody mak
bands in fa e farmers had unanmously raised their

ow th sor of the proposition wathont quite knowing
Whﬂthey were to fulfill 1t. So each man waited to see

The Cla 1ghbors were gomng to do about 1t
wife wh 2iman of the Farmers Assocuanon and his
tion mvu "dWas the Chaieman of the Womens Assoca
without ed meetings and talked to each famly sipamtely
every b getting any results Comrade Wong had to visit
Gold ROuse m turn to put pressure on the peasants At
Labo, ’3[0‘5 house he sad  Gold Root T'an you are 2
ou h’ odel and a Positwe Element mn the village You
,_h,g t to set an example for others ‘We must carry out
m: task It 15 really a pohcal task with pohncal sigmi
of Cﬁ Doesn t that mean anything to you? The farmlies
takso diers 1n the Peoples Liberation Army ought to be
h en care of Without the Peoples Liberation Army

ow would you have got your land? In the old days the
soldiers did nothing except bning trouble to the people
Now 1t 15 diferent. Now the ammy 15 the peoples own
army And the people and the soldiers are supposed to be
one famly

Gold Root still argued that be could not produce the
money or the nice for New Year cakes y we have
eaten nice gruel for the last two months _he sad

¢ - humedly cutmn
£ all their hard

SHIPS and PL v w

Every fam ly has 1ts troubles _Wong sad smling

‘But look at the other villages ‘They are no better off
17



are And yet they buy New Year presents for
g:)?gxe‘:: Famihes Jg’st the s);me Are we any less patriotic
than the others? He stepped one foot on the bench
composing humself for a long cozy chat
When Gold Root 1nsisted for a third time that he had
neither nice nor money he sad with a gun [ know you
are not having an easy ime But at least 1t 15 not so bad
with you peoﬂe as with some of the others Your wafe
had been working in the city Both of you produce and
you have very few people m your family You have al
ways eaten better than the others for one thing
Gold Root flushed darkly OFf course Comuade Wong
was referung to that time when he caught them eating
nce gruel thicker than what people usually had on
Moon Scent s first day home Gold Root knew 1t was all
his own faule which enraged him all the more and he
lost control of himself Comrade Wong  he shouted
you ask around here! People will tell you what we eat
every day~who can hide anythmg from anybody else? As
1t1s our nce 15 Tunning out Here the New Year 1s upon
us and my heart feels as f 1s bemng fried i oil
Moon Scent went frantic 1n her efforts to stop hum
But Comrade Wong kept a smile fixed on hus face and
continued to reason with bum Thys L k md of thing
S ant
ag on
\ould oot 1nsisted on fus destitution And
Wong not behevmg him harangued him on his duty to
the Soldiers Families
Do not malke your troubles lao} bigger than they are
Look farther ahead Comrade he counseled
But how can we when we won t have anything to eat
next sprng? Are we going to have ‘big pot nce >
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Comrade Wong was rattled for the first hme at the
mention of
agents had
the Comm
food stocks

had ahways dreaded the 1dea of a communal big th::;
2ll By now though they had come to the s(atfe was .
; ey were fervently wishing for 1t thinking of 1t
fomm of government rehef
“You people would fare much better 1f you stopodfﬁ%::‘f:x
ing about blg pot rice and try to get more }(:u]t“s gi’mle
own land  snapped Comrade Wong Wt S o
gone 1t looked as 1f a regular feature were misst 4
hisface Tt was frightenn, d
Do not hs(eng to l-mg;x Comrade Wong 235‘;;61
Moon Scent He 1s grouchy today because yes d gong
kept hum from pawning our ¥ added blanket and go!
o will
n'la'lig;'eioth ignored her  After the spng vsflxln\l:’l:bc’
come the summer famine! And then where
ye]\li"ioncgofoﬁﬁgted the table This attitude :f; e);“;smﬁ
very wrong Gold Root Tan 1 have bﬁi?, g go oo far
you because of your past efforts But

to your
What has come over you? Is anybody “holding on

¢ who had
hlrg:e‘%sa: of course refernng to Mog;es}cleag e e
stolen away while they were talking

h ch she pres
dark recesses at the side of the bed fm}x,r;r ‘i\ b Fred
ently emerged holding someth nge‘inw o Fand sad e

}¥ er struggle she approa o e e money
+ steady sl _Comrsde Wonks 110351 ave e
here which he knows nothing 2 o



Please take 1t and buy firecrackers for us And we want to
ay for half a pig to give as a present to the Soldiers

E’amxlles 1ve never told him I have this money He and

Comradeﬂfo:?g wentt on Lpgu_ndxgg t_}‘mL m' e f’:

you not say so berore All ths talk about being pennuesy
Zplaying such a rascally tnck with your own govem
ment!
Yes I was wrong Comrade Wong But he really dd
not know I had the money He knew nothing

See that the New Year cakes are ready by the day
after tomorrow—time 1s short And talk to him and
straghten out lus way of thinking His attitude today 15
very wrong

" Moon Scent saw Comrade Wong out of the courtyard
and waited respectfully 1n the doorway until he disap-
peared into another house Suddenly she felt her hair
Frabbed from behind Gold Roo slapped her nght and
eft and she lucked and fought back wildly She did not
scream—1n case Wong was not yet out of earshot

But Gold Root would not keep quiet So you have
money! he sad  And you throw 1t about Who wants
your stinking money? So you make me look like a Jiar!
T teach you to make me out a har!

In spite of herself she let out a yelp under the mpact
of the blons Big Uncle came and so did Big Aunt
though she had not been on s ealing terms Wi Moon
Scent eser since they quarreled and the old man gave bef
abeating The old woman came to intervene because she
was warmhearted and always on the spot whenever ther®
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::Symle }:}13:3; :ltwas pleasant to watch an adver
hunlz\lﬂm Dum aHe even as she herself had been
low now Gold Root, sad Big Uncle “There s
i?ot‘llx;nlithat cannot be talked over pe%:ceab!y Gmdelmm

i mhhps rascals move their hands
mght hng t enough now Gold Root! Comrade ‘Wong
Pur%osemt you Big Aunt said tactlessly or perhaps on
) - 1 L Mada Wong sard Gold
and report t0 the

G‘}};‘dd couple finally managed to tear them apart and
Th oot stamped out of the courtyard
wd B A thing wrong with Gold Root 15 is temper
shoul ig Aunt. Thats what I have always said He
(;\l/ll d not have wasted Jus anger on Ius wife
. oon Scent said nothing When Big, Aunt helped her
bns her room she threw herself face downward on the
and abandoned herself to stifing sobs
Big Aunt sat down on the bed Faghting between
marned couples 15 a common thing Do not take m
senously Haven t you heard the saymF Between hus-
band and wife there 15 no grudge that 1asts avermght’?
Then bending over Moan Scent she whisper ou
are not the only family who suffers Withusatis worse
Our pig 15 done for We cannot produce the money so
we are told to borrow from relatives Doesn t your daugh

we nl  hove a sister who marned 2 shopkeeper 1
~ N v she has

would
r She
e skt

ng‘xred and bent don to WIp¢ J
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of her jacket At not easy'—to pass from one day to
ther

quVIOZn Scent went on weeping convulsively “To her the

sky had blacked out and she was choked with earth and

buned alive under a mountan because Gold Root did

not understand her

On the following day they began at dawn to gnnd the
nee nto flour to make New Year cakes The creak of the
old mllstone was heavy and pamfully slow It was the
sound of the earth turning on s axis the passage of long
months and years

In the evening they moved a table into the courtyard
and placing a candle 1n the center of the table stood
around 1t stll making New Year cakes With both hands
Gold Root deftly kneaded a big white ball of rice flour

r the size of a watermelon and burning hot Bending over
the table he kept rollng 1t very fast with a cunious httle
smile on Ius lips and the Intense concentration of one
who was fashioning something out of burning rock at
the beginning of the world From time to time he would
pluck off 2 small prece and toss 1t to Moon Scent who
would press 1t 1nto 2 small wooden mold then empty the
mold by knocking 1t on the table A tiny brush made of
five goose feathers tied together stood 1 2 tn full ol
touge water She would mark the cake three times with
the brush making three red ‘plum blossoms blumly
super d on the embossed design of orchids and
plum Blossoms Beckon noisily mnsisted that she could
make those matks but the tab?; was too high for her

At last the cakes were done and xemovef to the room
where they were stacked up to dry ‘There was a lot of

counting to be done and cagcu]aung whether they came
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up to the required weight In the deserted courtyard the
candle still glowed at the center of the table which was

re except for the tin can in which a prece of cotton
wool rouge was soaked 1n water

Moon Scent came over fished out the piece of dnp-
ping cotton wool and rubbed 1t at random over her
cheeks and eyelids then smoothed over the redness with
her palms

No sense 1n wasting 1t she said with a short laugh

She called for the child and also appled 1t to her face
For the rest of the evening the mother and daughter went
about with their cheeks a flaming theatrical red It did
look as 1f the New Year was here



syn
= =
EVEN BEFORE THE SUN WAS UP SOME OF THE 12 *
pigs n the village had already gone to ther 7 875
deaths 1n honor of the Clonous Soldiers Famtlies From
a distance their shnll hoatse cries sounded Like desperate
long blasts on a rusty whistle
In midmornmg Big Uncle tumed his own pig loose 1
the compound—on unpaved sunken square 1n the muddle
of the willage with stone steps leading up to the sur
roundmg houses Lon% gray stams of vanous shades
strealed the white walls oiy the houses~the cheerless
water color done by rain
Dont kil the pig out there fussed Big Aunt Do st
sn our own courtyard Outside with lats of people watch
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ing somebod
Ha‘ie tobe cgr:lflﬁ}“‘sv:&wﬂ?‘ C‘I‘:"“S 3‘“ 15 not auspIcIous
t does not e New Year so near
‘;urselws Blgx{l]a::;; ;1“(1‘5‘;:;?‘“& Iafre noé domg 1t for
hlelm“ heve o light the mc y . we d{) it PX;P;? y
Tll: since ths 1s only a few g:se ;:for‘;a;xe E;]:; Y: :ﬂ
clean:el;:_i}:ad a]'ea(f;' been st'erved for a whole da;'l to
pale br omach It nosed eagerly around on the bare
denly ‘? :’;’3 e"‘;‘h of winter searching for edibles Sud
had grabbei;e“ l‘;‘loud cry—one of Big Uncle s nexghbors
help & y its hind legs Somebody else came to
pdrag it and presently 1t was turned on 1ts back lymn,
‘l): Smlsed wooden frame Big Aunt held 1ts fromyang
k:; legs while Big Uncle bent down t0 reach for his
mo‘v: dh}?m his bashetful of mstruments But first he re-
the end l:fhzg% ilpe from his mouth and thrust 1t throug
:;g' a surplus length of ‘bamboo split
o ‘h“Ot bothered to cut off and 50 1t W2
o ‘h from one side with the long
ICT‘}:{ leaf n a Chuinese panting

e pig went nght on calling out with undimin shed
volume long after the pomted %(mfe had been glungcd
1nto 1ts throat And the sound never changed—always a
flat eXpresswnless gratng © ugher than the horses
-4 rc:lyb uck when the pig
- -1 nutout
a low

~eople

ad 1
«

grunt as if saying No ust #p  ©
And 1t became silent
Whate steam continued 10 Jssue from its snout The
weather w1s €Iy, cold
The old man Jud wrapped flaxen bags on his legs to
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Leep warm A dog of the same shade of pale yellow s s
leggings came and lapped up the blood that streamed
down to the ground from the pigs throat Then 1t nosed
around the place hopmng to find more of it Liftn 1
head 1t happened to knoch against the pigs leg stretched
out stffiy 1n the air It smelled the leg cunously What
ever conclusion 1t reached was obviously to 1ts satisfac
non It trotted around duching now and then under the
pigs legs an Lably smiling exp m s
shining black eyes

Saster m law Gold Have Got came with 2 flat pole on
her shoulder carrying two buckets of hot water whl
she poured into :gng “wooden tub They lowered the pig
into the tub forcibly pressmg its head mto the watef
‘When the head emerged again mto view the black hait
was all messed up and flufty hike that of a child !alun%la
bath Big Uncle picked sts ears wth an ear spoon for!t tﬁ
first time 1 ats expenence Then he shaved the body Wi ;
a big razor that furled inward at both ends Blf balls °k
hair fell off at each deft stroke Then dxggm%ﬂ utle Pl:h
1nto the hoof he removed the clans one by on® w
great ease The lttle snow white ankle ending 1n 2 ""zl'
ka sole looked as 1f 1t belonged to a woman ¥t boun

eet where the toes were all %unched together ne

“The old man had to blow from the hoof t inflate &
pig That would make 1t easier to pluck off the h““h
had done this countless times 1 his life and yet he hwf
tated a Iittle as he always did before mserting the b
mto his mouth "

A aircle of spectators had collected around the “ﬂ:ﬁ
‘The few comments they made were confined to st
of how many catties this pig weighed as compart ts the
weight of some other famSy s pig kalled ycS!“d‘Y an
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record
last meking w
'%'i:[ g weight of another famil
. 1
cadav“ol’lg 15 only fat ys P'8 slaughtered
alon us old man m the front
o H e shoulders we:
;ﬁlr)g“es nything to th e
s, at All their re
‘c“hmed wp 1d man went b: matks were
2
opsticks gamn with a bIQCk to hus own hou
stood thy and ate ue nmmed b se and soor
there Jooksmg on s bowl owl and 8
Sistes 1ng o wl of stea P o
baily rn Law Gg ln ming g 7
halrsn g water ando d Have Got cam
o re remo‘,edpoured 1t on the e wih o Letde of
o “13 ol over the except fora Patchplg TFonally all the
pow loohed «the sudeof the b o head Made
And except for th "lg)ly human ownward the PIg
Cam‘vhen at lastlSB lach patch ot
v‘ewss around and ‘g},unde and Bg
sque it was a la (: hauless porere f
Lezed 1nto curve ‘:18 ng face the m ace came 100
[ablater the c;\rcases Shtsb o b 27
e ref was bro hi
wble refngeraed by gt o S of e
snout reste 3 csz head had been cut o Th end of the
a trad tion th entedly o0 the table F 1l e bg white
Fan—th that shoy ed a s ollowing trod
—h ey made the slan h aﬂm: grotesque S %
thwith a playful httl;ngxshoau“s curly  tle 2 ! 's: '0‘5
“ﬁnle rpgsty also sexved as
b age Tall vooden pails apry 85 Wi LS
er of the p 1% hy stood precitioy ! hebor
o vhich the pr sly on the bor
oon when the old mang\ used to be hept T e
went to empty the n the



he glanced briefly into the darkness The room
srfclxlzszed \erefy s:lem wnhoutttj]e fa_r‘m{far_gmms and vague

—— o mhan ——

. = B g e sdawa doud

You have said that gefoxe said the old woman See
mng that he made no remark to that she added with a
cruel msistence  That was what you said the other tme

Whoever rears a pig again 15 the son of a bitch  he
sad 1n a loud voice not looking at her

Sister in Law Gold Have Got had begun to cry Her
hands being greasy she yust raised a shoulder and wiped
her eyes on the upper part of the sleeve Warm tears
streamed down her face and the wind quickly fanned
them cold

All three of them were thinking of the other tme
That was years ago duning the Japanese occupation

The house they Iived n had been built by the only
branch of the famxl‘y that had prospered am‘ly roduced

S oy hat had pro produced

housed 2 clan of small farmers still proclaimed 1n a gided
signboard over the front gate Residence of a Ching
Sse  a ching sse bemng one who had passed the highest

penal The signboard Ead been remosed
after the Communists came but dunng the war 1t was
still there

The ble courtyards were d by stone
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paved dar
they wemu?f‘;gs that were more like alleys though
through the huus;n Hawkers were free to come and g0
2ges And 2 blind dling thesr wares along those pas
bamboo stck tappocs mght wander mto the house
stone pavement. -ﬁf ping a cnsp clear uck tck on the
of the year like s other ime too 1t was near the en
2 pngle Full Enow The blind man had chanted Toudly
wives good | of auspicions saymgs wishing the house
luck 1n the coming year

EVERY
FoR You u?":" SAFE AND EVERY STEP A RAISE
1ES WHO RE MAKING NEW YEAR CARES

Afy

eanhe: l:l:ldcame 2 hawker of sesame o1l with two

callimg 0{“ s;nglmg from a flat pole on us shoulder
1ang yih yao ba—shiang yw? Fragrant ol

~want fragrant oll?
AF the afternoon
\unt

din;

1 1an
g:: dtshe sunhght, smoothing the 14y the
str tone The golden com flour Jescended 1n 2 sluggsh
gam a slow cascade of desert s2”
he suddenly raised her head listening hard ata fant
:V“P along the passage Tt was ot the blind man stick
ut leather soles stnking aganst the stone pavement
There were soldiers of the Ho Pimg Kuan the Peace
Army of the puppet 82 emment stationed at the Temple
of the Ml tant Sag¢ and they often came into the
Even as she wa$ 1sten ng somebody crashed through
ther back doot that led 1nto the passage and she heard

Youd excited vo &5 10 the room behind her



Let me stay here for a while  gasped the hawker of
sesame ol ‘They are coming' I saw them coming!

No use your hniding here 1f they are coming this
way sadBig Uncle

Tet me out then through the other door The
hawker rushed 1nto the courtyard banging his ol jars
against the door

Careful careful! said Big Uncle

“They are coming' Big Aunt whispered stupidly to
her husband Then she dashed out of the gate and
stooped to pick up the balls of freshly made nce-flour
mmﬂes: which were set out to dry m t{;e sun like ltle
R e |

1 know )just where to hide 1t I:hg Aunt whispeied
exatedly ‘Take 1t into the room
Thee Bl 13 LTS T g far sow wasa
ins arms as he
Got who was
breast feeding a baby bustled 1 and passing the chuld
to the old woman stooped down to lemr a helping hand
Big Aunt stamped };ler feet at her daughternlaw
l;‘Vha|t are you doing here? Run off and }uge yourself~
urry
As quick quick! Hide yourselfl With horror the old
man looked up at her from the ground
Here you forgot the baby Big Aunt cried out with
e g after her daughter in law and thrust
Ing the child 1nto her arms
Seeing her reminded the old man of her husband
Hey where 15 Gold Have Got? he shouted He
mustn t be seen The soldiers will e hum up and take
him away for a recrunt!
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As rell him
woman  H to hide humself quick ed th
b e let me have| !heqbnby s?:;:ﬁ?n; :v:}:dt
- bl

minaged h’;‘h wall am% went
aged t e two of them
ven und; Eg:e the amimal 1nto their lving quarters
of pnde at the e crrcumstances they felt 2 fleeting thall
The bed great weight 1t had achieved
m!gr ttup gasped Big Aunt  Putiton the bed and
TN
and W:rne%l Pmtﬁ“‘ the sow was dumped on the bed
ootton W“hlv:]“ an old padded ‘Blanket of brght red
lanket ove: ittle white Bowers The old woman drew the
Buhing m' 3_‘5 head and tuched 3t 11 all round For the
for a parr o‘fl Y she bent down and fished under the ed
i mu]:] oes placing them in front of the
You d.d already hear voices at the gate
wudy N, nt bolt the door did you? she asked anx
y No use bolung the door—it oill only make th em

angry
The soldsers had
already stomped 18 heralded b the
ag“?_;ed hen they were chyasmg P Y
bod Sy nobody home?> on¢ of them shouted  Lvery
.llh lead 1n this house?
- e old couple humed forth smiling welcome There
hﬂe three of lEem all from the north spcakmg adalect
that was hard to grasp

Huh—preten mg 10 be deaf they sad xmpatiently
e ¢}

were ashing sf there

Finally 1t was made cleat that lhc{
1 ousc The old woman start&
an Mean
wched
with the scars of sma! L W vid
side of the coutty Ashp

ual explonng over the other



low paper pasted on a doorframe announced a re-

2;,?3“&1:“1:6 t_h}:: family Gold Roots mother had just
died about a month ago The unpainted coffin was sull
1n the room  the body sealed inside waiting to be buned
after the mourning was over The orphans Gold Root
and Gold Flower happened to be out 1 the hills dx ing
for bamboo shoots The pockmarked soldier walked mto
their room and saw the coffin Spitting on the ground to
safeguard himself against the bad luck thus incurred he
tumed and went mto the next room which was Big
Uncles pigsty

Hey old man where 1s your pig? he called out from
nside.

I have sold 1t Captain  saud the old man

‘Nonsensel How can the place be so filthy without a
otg? sad the soldier who had been a farmer before he
iomned up

“These country people are real scoundrels Full of hes
;i one of them who was much older than the rest
hollow-cheeked and sallow wath tired hooded eyes that
had faded to a pale brown Tuming those eyes on the
old man he saxs loudly “Where 15 the pig? Hrrmph?
Thus last was a savage grunt that seemed to come from a
foreigner who did not speak the language He found that
very effective sometumes

The old man quailed visibly but the old woman came
to hus ard all smiles Captain the pig has really been
sold Not yet big enough to fetch a good price gu! we
could not hold out any longer We need nce Asyah 1
cnied when we took 1t to the market We country people

hen un

132



der each arm

Speak upt stepped up threatenin ly to the old
stantly S,l: a}:e shouted liftng the \%uyn of hﬁsonﬂ;n ;‘r‘\
excited sqﬂﬂwk‘;w 25 Joud with the Bapping of wings ¥0
Tun mdoors 531‘1‘1%; One of the hens had escaped and had
ma g et T

grandmother!

g and el cursed the young soldier Taugh
and bowglzs‘gg after 1t The hen o o top of 2 (a\gic

"The others bottles fell crashmg to the floot

s strolled mn after hum and stood around guf

fawm
ben g leanmng on thesr nfles as e struggled with the

T
Malrss:‘,m neck counseled the pockmarkcd one
dired by e 1t 15 dead 1f you dont want your umform
yea by droppings
pecnn veteran lifted the padded blue curtam at the door
ately %mm "he 1nnes room The old ‘woman 1mmedt
We E:md herself at s elbow pleading with a smile
filth, g: a sick person at home Captain That room 15
IY e and sit over here Capta™ it over here
Othgrnmg her words the soldief walked 1 with the
th two at hus heels The old wormanl
e room babbling Very si© 1 ustn t
ml osed to cold ar It will be fatal 10 catch cold at this
ge A fleeting glance at the bed seassured her that
everything was Just 2s che had left 1t
‘The men wa{ked around the room fingening ths and
e old woman sad

that

Well look around look around b

smbing helplessly “There 1% noth ng 10 € mn a poot
mans house INo soonet re the words out of ber
mouth when she was Sombed to 0¥l that the blanket
had stated to heave The P8 growing restive



Big Aunt went quickly to the head of the bed and
dutc%ed at the blanket drawing 1t firmly over the great
snout coming out for air You fool you want to catch
cold and die? she scolded Now be good Cover 1)

ur head and let yourself perspire all over so you wi

et well qmck Have patience Dont you dare let the
cold air touch you before the perspiration has dned
thoroughly You hear?

She tucked the blanket tightly around 1t and surpns
ingly enough the pig stopped moving

“The veteran s expenenced eyes swept over the room
looking for signs of newly turned earth on the durt floor

or patches on the mud wall which spoke of hidden treas
- L~ ~f « erest

| the
pockmarked one
Big Aunt s heart stood still as the veteran walked up to
the bed He bent down and looked under the bed for
trunks or suspicious patches on the earthen foor 1hen
he straightened up and was tuming to go when the shoes
1n front of the be(lJ happened to catch his eyes They were
homemade blue cloth shoes with a strap starting at the
back of the ankle They must belong to a young woma?
E—Lhey were much too large for old women with boun
eet
Big Aunt went all hollow inside with the feeling of
minent doom when she saw the sudden gleam come
1nto hus eyes
Hey Pockmarki he called out laughing we have 2
hua kit niung here_a fowerlike mard!
The pockmarked one rushed to the bed and whisked
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off the blay
nket Al
o oo Blanket After the first moment of Incredulous
rot
they ever

t
h
Fathee ;i‘;n.rc_ butt ot his niie  vou ¢ l;:(‘:::lw"":llllt;'
es‘]ucalln‘:d of hwing arent you? !
s making forgz g liad furled fisedl on the seontned and
leES the youn ic door In the act of § nlxhtn; its I
which cireled %r:dd&cr 1d 1o Jet go of boh his liens
‘"E&thc furer und the room clucLIn; frantieally add
me and hel
Do ielp me samehody  she uted the bo
chi:_:;:l:!lnnd t{:crc FHey—Dlock off lh’c dr(ymll i
found th helped lum to cuch the }ny § resently
100 heavy f “}““c was carrylng ft on his Track and jt was
l“mpedvz; or hum As lic staggered to lis fect Pockmar)
e lP and down Thughing and slapping tns thnghs
mg““){‘ h°°k Took! he yelled Win Victory 11 Is com
Fch 1s mother on his back!
ushed with annoyance Win Victo Li loosened
21 back droppim
tumself

veteran s

tum to catch the p1g
Don t stand there pretending 1 be dead old sy oman
he called out mn exasperat 9% et 2 rope 2nd tie 1€ UP
And slimgton 2 flat pol Otherwise how do you expect
us to carry 1t? Such 3 Flthy thing

The old couple found 2 mg‘e and ted up the P18
Mean vh le Pockma » ° Len off the young bay

1 e shoes n front of the be

had p ched VP one of
“Wh re 18 this person



Now don ¢ tell me those are your shoes One mare he out
of you and Il beat you to death
Hes where 15 the hua ke mungd sud the veteran
with renewed mterest
Its no hus ku mung s only my daughtern lasw
and she has gone home to see her mother 1n Peach Creel
gt Pockmask slapped her hard on he
ng agamn' Pockmark sla er on the 32
with ’:’;mgsnlge of the shoe He kgzg:it it You old addled
egg! Never a word of truth If your father doesnt beat
you to death today T'll be surpnsed!
Dont be angry Captan  the old woman called
out smiling with one cheek red wuh the slapprog
But she 1s not here I cannat produce her like a ma
can Thunder stnke me dead 1f 1 am not tefhng toe
trth!
111 do st for lum  Pockmark promsed ly
Win Victory Li and the veteran turned on the old
man Although they slapped hum and waved theit bayor
nets at hus face he ako stuck ta the story that thext
daughter mn Jaw was visiting with her mother
Tets go and ook for her ourselves  said Pockmack
Andsf we find her here  the vetesan warned the od
couple  don't expect to lve
The old man smuled and the old woman Jaughed P
testing that they had nothung to worty about swce 1t ¥
a fact that therr daughter n law was twenty b away
Peach Creek Village
All nght then dont run away They made the old
couple accompany them as they searched the hous®
through desested courtyards and rooms vacated o ?
hurry They came to aﬂg:ystack ‘The veteran
bayonet into the hay malung several stabs
thought he heard a half-sufled moan
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Ar th
e the hua ku mung s here  he sad smiling
mote * - abatwany
1
heart 15 t hum! His
-l alcl}l‘::;i:;heady because she 15 hurt Crazy about
Poc]
iy ark gave hum a shove that nearly threw hum off
Com
°’¥§ar: ;;;gi‘;oslll:gg the veteran Come out at once
ame e old couple watched 1n silence as a trouset leg
wasrgfed from the hay then another Therr first feelmg
- of relief when they saw 1t was therr son Gold Have
EV‘\'IV::O leaped to the ground
e 015 this® Pockmark cried out with disappomt
?{0‘“ son? asked the veteran
TCS Captan _ sard the old woman
‘ake hum with us Win Vactory L said the veteran
e can carry the pig
HNO o Jandhearted Captams _shouted Big Aunt
I e 15 the only son we have Hhs father 1s eighty and
am eighty-one Who 15 gong o see us off when we
die »f you' take hum away? She broke down crying
falling to her knees and tugg ng at therr legs and she
tumned to tell her husband to do the same  Beg them
"They are kandhearted and gencrous They will take pity

on us
Win Victory L1 pomted Jus bayonet at Gold Have
cch before lum 1nto the house

Gots back making h m ma
to collect the p § Gold Have Got was of medium height

and frail] ke h s father He stopped once stooping 2 httle

and laymng 2 hand on his left shoulder where there was

a spread ng ed stan on s clothes 17
2>



Pretending to be dead _sud Win Vactory Lo gving
fum 2 hack  Let 1t go—we 11 patch you up when we get
X to cam]
baffhe old c!:mp!es tast ghmpse of their son was of his
nartow back retreating down the road The pig s four
feet all tied together dangled ball lile from the ﬂazdpole
on lus shoulder The other end of the rope looped up
Jus arm and was held by Win Victory Ls In the light
of the setting sun they could see even from a distance
the bits of straw sticking to his clothes
Pockmark refused to leave until he had found the
‘woman
She must be around somewhere  he said
Come onf the veteran smd I you dont hury up
nd trail along you have seen the last of that mg Once
t gets to the %:arracks the sergeant will want his share
he heutenant will want hus share the cook will keep the
iest poruons for his cromes and hus mistress Youll be
ucky to get some of the blood to boil bean curd with
Pockmark grunted and they went off together

Two days after they had taken the pig and the son
the platoon pulled out of the village bei{;re dawn Other
untts came and went And some of the men taken away
by the soldrers managed to escape and found their way
back ta ther home willage Big Uncles famly hOPCd
all the vme that Gald Have Got would do the same
Then one morming they heard the soldiers dalling m 8
cleaning outside the village There came a pause 1 the
dnlls and i the silence a broad long raucous how!
broke out Several wellspaced howls with silence

mween Afterward st was whispered in the willage that
those were deserters being punished by having their ears
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atoff Thy
ing ere were big splotches of blood 1n the clear

People coul

5 erled‘?zt help smiling as they passed the story

g oness ears cyy s something funny in the 1dea of hav
9 The toff But it was not funny to Big Uncles
blowing astyliﬂlﬂd feel at once a whilf of cold wind
Aunthad g dre eir ears leaving two bleeding holes Big
nds over hy am 1 which her son came home with his
off bus hands 15 ears and she could mot coax im 10 take
en stubbo and let her treat the wounds 11e had always
g hard to f‘i“ asa child And 1n her dream she was 1y
of those fur gure out a way of saving moncy to buy one
solve hyg ?PS with ear flaps on them 18 3£ that would
" E":i lem She cricd and cned after she wohe up
tnuxet;' fa told the story to others but seldom 1 118
of theye d"f fear that 1t would cast doubts on the chastty
Susprci agllgh!er inlaw People might Tave a sneaking
e famﬁ that the soldiers did find her ofter all and that

face ly were just saymng they never found lier to s1
As time went on and 1t became appirent that Gold
Have Got was probably never ccmm;lv,’ I{ 1l lus mother
me very touchy on 1l a rage

st te dead

whenever anybody dared hint tht hie
ig gon¢ s}xc

n | another P

wu i Luu
e wind
What arc you WeCpiog for nllof & sudden? she de-
manded With the ]\rcw yer onear ftis ad Juck to
have all this weeping i the house Yous father 1n law
and I are old but not dend yet Whit tifl we ore dead
then you can weep all you want
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7
Pretendir Gistern law Gold Have Got took no
hum a hiek 0% S ooever and abandoned herself to her
bucktoc , fher
The o™ . ihe old woman shouted 1n exasperaton
narrow ;; 14 gven of he 15 not dead your weeping will be a
feet a 1",; tum and he will die You wameixm to die so
on b #2 0 marry somebody else?
his *freartbrolen at the injustice of the accusation Sister
of » Law Gold Have Got sobbed londer than ever
t “Suddenly the old woman also broke down and wept
calling out, My hardhearted son! So many years and
never even a letter home! The hardhearted child! If you
don t come back soon you will never see me agan How
many more years can [ wait for you?
All nght’ say nomore said the old man  Comrade
Kuis at home today he reminded her m 2 whisper
‘What are you afraid of? It was the Ho Ping Kuan
who did this to us The Ho Ping huan dragged hum off
‘Well lots of Ho Ping Kuan were taken mto the
Nauon‘a]xst l}.rmy when the war ended If he 1s stl alve
r-r AN r 1

k dumb with fear
solutionust Family
But she soon rallied and said brazenly ‘Who knows?

He might have been captured by the Communists and
1 LR - A That ;“
) a

hY

Sone
crazy thinking of potk and New Year cakes
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E‘m"" IN THE MORNING THE PICS AND New ~ 13 =

‘ear cakes carned 1n baskets dangl ng from a‘g‘%(}:{r

g‘“ poles were sent off to the Village Publu:l i) :fe t

d::lgehtthe huus; seemgi:l en&gcy g::nd forlom Iike after 3

er s wedding when 8¢

the hustle and bustle come ¢ noth n]§ Moon S

found that she could not settle down 10 3: aily Cdores

Smens e doe 0% £ B8 UIS AL R e

5 Ve

He 15 not back 708 Iat!t;ld hum to smile nucel when
leaned over to whisper Y

they file n there wrth the ¢ flat poles to hand over the

prosents If you 8 ve ‘mgr.u:mus]y you lose your things

anyway and get enticized on toP of 1t



I hope Gold Root remembers to smile  Moon Scent
said wornedly
They chatted while waltlnﬁ for the men to retun
I hope he didnt pawn his wadded jacket and go
off to gamble said Moon Scent  He's been feehng rest
less lately Maybe I should go down to the teahouse and
see 1f hes there
Dont go and look for him yourself If you catch
him there hell feel embarrassed 1n front of all those
people and therell be another quarrel Send Beckon
Moon Scent shouted for Beckon and looked for her
all over the place but there was no trace of her
The little imp said Moon Scent T saw her walking
after her dad's load Must have followed those nce cakes
all the way to the temple!
They were talking 1n the courtyard when Big Uncle
scurmied m excitedly
Close the door quick! he said  Bol 1t quick! Come
on—hurry! Where are the children? All at home? You
peaple go mnside at once!
WS L1 Aunt
or then turned and
wl
Wuor
Whete 1s Gold Root> Moon Scent cut 1n
Dont mention Gold Root to me! This Gold Root
with his temper! T always said one day he would get mnto
senous trouble Just now when the New Year cakes
were being werghed Comrade Wong said that hus con
mbution was underweight so he started yelling The
others were also at fault—they all took 1t up And (h?'r!
all makmd; a big row about 1t Luckily I got away fast
Lost my flat pole and baskets though
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M
Beckz(:?‘ Scent felt sick Big Uncle have you seen
a }}}115, U;:lde f}rlme and then suddenly pomted 2 finger
aall ey hurry up' Go and get her Followed her
P by the way 1o the temple
bolunen!}}:e complained fretfully of the necessity of un
ta g the door now to let her out and then unbolting
Maln when she came back
dle ;:;n Scent ran as fast as she could toward the tem
th er heart was curiously hight and blank an empty
“i(g suspended 1 mmd air From afar she could see the
Fa‘“ walls and hear the famt hubbub of shouting She
| n ]s]trmg}“ into the temple gate The sun shone bogbt
n the huge courtyard which was quie empty Spar
rows twittered unc{er the eaves But suddenly a m Tta
man dashed out of the eastern Wing with an arm out
stretched holding an archaic tance the tuft of red hair
imder the blade fuffed out by the oind It was a dream
ike fantastic sight hauled down of
into the noonday sun Moon Scent stood rooted to the
iﬁt’t while he charged past her and disappeared through
€ gate
She padded up the ston® steps and peered 1o the
high-cetlinged gloom of the man hall There was no-
L 2 Ghe turned and ran out of the temple
% m of the crowd
nber Company

ow the govern

ment storehouse She 1u ating Beckon!
Beckon!

The lumber company ¥ 352 Jow building and once ats

name had been ymtt 010 g black characters € ght or

nine feet high o8 the wh te wall After the government

143



the characters had been washed off leaving
f::;k ‘)a‘;re%lat:bes A dense crowd swarmed black aganst

* I?::knn come home' Come home Beckon s dad! she

d
m’;'wo milittamen brandishing red tufted lances at the
edge of the crowd also shouted Go home! All nght
now—everybody go home!
‘We want to borrow some nice for the New Year'
someone called out
A good harvest and spend the New Year empty
bellied!
b a -
ywn gram!
uld ﬁg;t tell
which was her husbands A strange excitement fooded
over her that almost drowned out her anxety and she
) was ashamed to call out Go home Beckons dad
Kinsmen  Comrade Wongs voice rose above the
din  whatever you have to say we can talk 1t over
Whatever problems you have we can settle 1t together
Everybody go home first and 1 guarantee— 'The rest
of s wards were Jost 1n the banging of carrying poles
aganst the door
A child whimpered in fear and Moon Scent shneked
Beckon! Beckon! as she pushed into the heart of the
crowd
Mma! Mmal yelled Beckon
The milittamen began to thrust out tentatnvely with
therr lances and rods and someplace a man cned out m
ain and swore  Damn lis mother! Somebodyl! get
illed! asif surpnsed at the 1dea
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The

heahod st les contmued

Lppe el

Fperty! The ;ry y keep cool. This s the People s

Wong shouted Peoples Property cannot be touched!

P“R”“Y‘ carsely “Let us 211 protect the Peoples

carryin,

Then “rz t%x}:z‘e struck tum at the back of bus head

their guns at thy ‘milinamen who carned nfles pomted

for one of the < crowd Oneof theTan ‘brothers abbed

bim m the s(mg.;x;md the mihitizman who helgrn shot

crowd was stw “The other mihtiamer, fired and the

backed up w ‘;:ed into sience Then the militiamen

the mob rol ng the bolts of their s to seload an
Co “gmw:;d & & surged toward ther

some exg:“ e roof you fools yelled

rooftop nence n guernlla warfate

M

never ’r‘ Mma' Beckon went o7 screamin
Becke s‘l’ghtt’-St yanation in t07€

Scent conld Seckon! She was 1o 4 off but Moon

n the : not move 21 mnch toward her )nmmcd ght

o the shmpede In that mghtmars moment

m:yey 2d been calling © each other ‘hroughout S€f

ong who had
Ghoot from the

g flatly with

Comrade Wong b mall Chang$ ﬁUn from his
;:mﬁed orderly 20 Tolding, the gun 8t s p fired
lindly 1nto the peasants pushing in past the shatterg
door He xe\oaded raynd\y and Ted agan Dcspcme\y
he charged 0% the openinB us shoound had create
Hands clutch! 4 2 es but he swung the D¢
d ant

e
back an orth



doubly pale with the blood on st us clothes tom and hus
cap lost he ran 1o Jus quarters 1n the western wing ¢
the temple Ku was i hus oom He had been working
ona Glonous Family poster when the not broke ous
Now he stood behind the table looking uayped
Where did they get the guns® he quavered
Wong made no reply as he slumped mta 2 chair t}}l:s
nfle acrass hus knees and his chun embedded 1 the
greasy full bosom of his uniform
Ate you hurt Comrade? Ku asked with belated
sohaitude
Im all nght Wong answered dully
“They have guns  ku whispered
That was our milina defendmg the stosehouse
Wong said stffly
Oh  kusad in some confusion 1
The distant hubbub had died down but they Cﬁub
stll hear scattered shots banging anay Wong drew ¢ b:
towel from the back of hus wantband and wiped ¢
sweat from hss face and neck
‘We have failed Wong said heavtly and then aE’{';
as af saying 1t for the first ime  We have farled We
have had to shoot at our people "
Ku avoided looking at harn In lus present overwroug!
state Wong probably did not realize that this admission
of fulute 1 2 moment of weakness and Jack of &
amounted to a virtual betrayal of The Party and cou
be brought up aganst hum 1n any purge But sOOn“;;
Tater 1t would occus to ham And 1t would be only mmb
of he should want to dispose of the sole winess of hss
cnme Humble as has rank might be wthun this vitlge
tus power was absolute And what was one more s
ualty amid all this shooung?

146



Wong stood up abruptly and Ku jumped as the ule
n s lap fell clattenng to the ound 4 He
There must be spies behind this Wong sax
tumed an exated ammated face and unse
tward hu “There must be Otherwise the peo]
“;"ir nse up hike thus Well have to
of thus



4o Y %

Ox THER WaY TO TOWN To REFORT TO THE §]-4"'
district headquarters the mihtiamen stopped 20 7 1%
2t Chou Village with a message for the kan pu Then
the kan pu went round the v lage telling everybody to
ts kao chin 1 heighten their vigilance and report at
once if they saw any suspicious characters around A
number of fan k& min anu revolutionists had escaped
and might have come in this direction

That was all he sard but soon the word leaked out
that there had been a disturbance over at T'an Village
Gold Flower felt concerned at the news She wonde
what had happened and if any of her folks were affected

At twilight she went out to fetch water Balancing
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i: gj“lg’lef on her shoulder she walked absently down
fxed agll ‘hﬂ stone steps that led to the stream her eyes
wllagels e‘;;'hlle on the °i’P°5“e bank where her nanve
. ngl mtﬁ B 1th a shight tilt of one shoulder she lowered
hosted 1t ba:kS:Eam and with a quet twst of her body
skly upon th agan full The darkening sky closed
was algo § e darker ulls and groves Only the water
AP Y l?ln brght a broad band of shimmenng gr2y
L‘P;le ;elnlt her on the back
bl ol e el T
dren often followed her about teasing ber
Another stone glancing off her shoulder fell splash
g 1nto the stream The othes P21 flled she sl pped the
Eﬂe off her shoulders and turm! hands on h ps to face
e offender ‘Th Lody m 51888
Sster! eSrlster eG‘Zl:lvalgl:;er' 7 omeone ﬁaued soleyh
et S G e o B
slape vth the help of the ¢ pole Int3e
illie stood face to face with h‘;”ls:'s}:n on top of her
a
Fa; d‘: dB;::t's Clvandlhm'l“lé l:m g sheveled and fuzzed out
Tom her face red Gold Flower
‘What s happen 5“’,’:‘5‘3’(0 speak her teeth chat
When Moon Seenf 5 be;
s n Moon the cold that she gan to stammer
ile)roed s}o] n;luch f:"md her because 1t made her seem so
‘wihic! ann
fnghtened cket? asked Gol
dded 12 4 Fl
o 22960 ek From blcdng. 1
dGold Root 12 Ly s sbm.;]dexse&
made hmm pY od to Jum? co Gold Fl
“What$ hﬂliP:ng,d Moon Scent Smﬂge]; 35“
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They started shootng and he 15 hurt i the leg It
could have been much worse

“Where 15 be now?

Farther upin the hill

“Take me to see um

Moon Scent hesitated You cant leave those pails
down there What 1f somebody comes and sees them?

But why did they shoot at im? pressed Gold Flower

There was some trouble at the warehouse People
1n the village wanted to borrow some nice for the New
Year And they started shooting She added quickly
almost Lightly “looking at Gold Flower with a bnght
expression  Beckon 1s dead Trampled to death

“What? Gold Flower sard 1n an uncertain voice

‘We didn t believe 1t esther We took her with us all

. the way up the hill But she 1s dead

She told her about the shooting and how as soon 25
he struggled free from the pressure of the stampeding
mob she had turned back toward the storehouse to Jook
for Beckon As she fought through the oncoming crow
knocked off balance agamn and again somebody serzed
her by the wnst and dragged her off i a fast run It
was Gold Root with Bechon slung over one shoulder As
they sped through the crackle of shots and bullets whin
g shnlly past them she was conscious of her body as
never before feeling naked and vulnerable all over But
1t could not be really senous she felt when they were
runnung hand 1 hand hke children 1 a game

When he fell face downward she thought at first 1t
was to take cover Then when she realized that he was
wounded she took Beckon s ittle body anay from Inm
and helped him up making him lean on her "We are
almost home  she had said encouragingly
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“No we are not gomng h
ot

gglmme Well gogsomgewger: e;,s: 2:3 s;;:gc 'f‘::eac?:“:

)és}, watt till the thing blows over
was ;;hf":gh}: of going to her mothers place but that
deaided oanh"- o ldnt be able to make 1t So €
the Inlls be on Village They took 2 short cut througl

s because there was less chance of bemng seen

Tt was one of those cold sunless afternoons ¥
trees on the hill stood straight with therr long 3 hite toes
set wide apart on the ground s 1f they were about to
step down the llside and wall. night 3010 the willage

use 1t was too dreary up there The hills rose 1 tie1s

like steps cut out for their use Moon Scent 1abored over
those steps that were too fgh for men dra_ging Gold
Root after her She bad known for 3 long tm  that the
lmp crushed child 1n her amns was dead In the end
sheer exhaustion forced her to ab
was no time for gnef They hid the small corpse at the
base of one of the trees hopig that no one would find
1t until they were farthex away

1t was not ull the end of the y
to cross the bndge that she vas truly afrad It was
nearng twiliht The 270 v footbr dge stood on high
stlts black gamst the silvery pallor of the stream In
winter when the v ater Was Jow the wobbly stilts rose
to about th rty feet above 1 ater Somehow she maneu
vered Gold Root$ unpxedxctably lurching welght across
the twn 1 ne of Jon boards that felt soft an ylddm§
ander the feet It fe%l a ful to be cushioned all roun
vath the mofin t& softness of empty aie And the broad
eq{anse of water underneath v7as pale and withdrawn

from them
mslgg fa;sa;{zg now to have somebody to tell 1t to all
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the extraordinary things that ha ed duning the day
But when she gd finished her 3@:; she couﬁl see that
Gold Flower did not seally understand . spute of the
dunfully assumed expression of shock and indignanon
on her face The nence stood between them bke 2
wall They looked dumbly into each others gray faces
mn the growing datkness” with the 1cy breath of the
whispenng bamboos blowing down thesr necks
Soats you people they are after  Gald Flower said
sn sudden real Her vowce dropped to a whisper
“They said fan kd-min
Fan kémun! exclmmed Moon Scent How can we
be fan k8-mm? But even as she protested she began to
feel sbout the g of which
had not been clear to her to begin with
‘Well have to go away from here Well go to
Shangha In Shanghar we can hide she said with a
note of finahty But not just now—he can ¢ even walk
He Il have to stay in your house for a few days
Gold Flowers front teeth glstened fantly between
parted lips 1 the dark With an effort she closed her
mouth to swallow Bur where can ne hde him? My
sx‘stexs )0 law and their children they are all over the
ace
“There must be some way to keep them out of yout

room

Not the children They re ranming wn and out all the
tine

Mooan Secent became silent but not for long T know

chesud  You can say vou ve had a miscarnage and they
will say your room 15 unclean and they won t come neaf
st for months And depend on them shey Il keep the
children anay
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But they know Im not pregnant
You were too shy ta tell anybody said Moon Scent
ThGOld Flower could see that it was 2 warkable scheme
ere seemed to be no way out Ths termble thing that
had happened was now intruding on ter everyday wor
She hag duties there She took 1t serousy her new
xt!hus as w‘f}f and daughter m law She1 cllmd to‘:)e c‘::lrefl:l
evel ¢ be able to
hold up }r!yer ::'.%\;}1‘: fxfntoéf st‘}lxi :::)e‘: vuaxt]shful enemues
who were her sisters in law She had left childhood far
behind And so had her brother judging from the way
]: behaI\:Ied that day when she c;me hom; to borrow
oney He had outgrown Tus attachment t0 het
She thought of n%any things as she shd 2 hand heanly
“5 and down the long green am of a bamboo All she
felt was ats cold smooth length and the knots that were
loop bracelets on the arm I h
Sister Gold Flower Moon Scent sad gently reac
ll:lg for her hand I hnow 1t$ hard fo;dzg;xs flinnzgo::
rother wll die of cold if he stays oV
Hell die
Tum to come
But dont you see_ 13 dangerous for
lglt_(l)lthe v:llagey sand Gold Flower fushed and resentful
s
IetI: (slasr‘ll\x::\)vb;{vev?l“ie:nhon you and you can pretend
1ts Brother in Law comi8 me drun
he mention of her husband
Gold Floy ez suffened a;}:e zmd 1n a hard voice Hes
No use saying IS hm hody bnows
been home all d:me‘;;zl fetch your brother then Yes
Get hm;, m}.e comes nstead of you The dogs know
1es better that ¢ bark so much Tell im to brng
Hum well and they on brother from head
a Pgdded blanket Co er up your rother from head to
15



foot and say 1ts you He has just fished you out of the
stream You have jumped 1 because you heard your fam
1ly were all Jalled 1n the not
Gold Flower just stared at her dismally not saying
anything
Yes thats much better Moon Scent said upon
reflection  Nobody wall fiddle with the blanket when
1ts supposed to be a young woman mside Otherwise
they might want to have a look
There was a short silence before Gold Flower said
No 1t wontdo He 1s sure to tell hus mother
No you mustnt let hum teli anybody
Icant stop hum Hell be afraid They will take hum
for a fan ke-min 1f he 15 caught  she said miserably
Moon Scent gave her a lttle push and whnspere;l
' - 1 Ahede

k
' |kye
her do ths to her own husband—virtually lunng mm to
his death Did Moon Scent realize at al{ what she was
asking of her? Perhaps she did not know what 1t was Itke
tolove ones h‘usb‘an That Moon Scent had always been
! asked her to do
The memory of
how good he naa peen 10 ner suuuen y Jooded over her
And she remembered all that they had meant to each
other thraufhout the years She felt desolate as if they
nere agam Jeft wth nobody to turn to except each other
There was no helping 1~she had to do all she could
for lum She jerked her hand away from Moon Scents

grasp and quickly turned to go saying  You watt here
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Moon S
Sist cent came 2
Gz{dGFOlld Flower sheﬂs:ll)d flet her  then stopped
Moo Spar ot flushed with ey °“Sl7t'h
wouy s}:m must think she wi ¢ at the thought that
e saud w as running awa; on t
Eememb 1thout turming 1 WOl be ]y
Blanket er to have Brother mLa n]: ong
fat said Moon S w brng 2 padded
pole  Sh cent  Here ¥ 2
W pa e hurnied after b oL orgot YOU!
Is‘sher the fat pole  her bending down the slope
alow was only afraid for Brother GO
A&evmc};; ot lookang at bex er 1d Flower said 1M
1 T she wa
s;fléeo;"}é?l . d:egg:l:s}lzﬂxr; zsii:;“ rezsr{;ated to an upyeﬁ
e " Flower. N er She was not 8¢ al
fond of b ser she tf,:ugﬁglbeﬁilomﬁmﬁm ot
ured ngmg s nght A daughter mZme el e
E‘;me w"e —and she won't come back She m ght come
times hkeep‘:i‘g and complain about her 18 laws But®
fﬂmﬂy 1s she thinks frst about er
Sh
and ;g"ggﬂed | they should have nsked the do
Root wa into the village by themselves Once Goﬁ
hold s mside the house they would ba € more of 2
we, over the Chous The Chous would realize that they
y re mvolved alreads and they would have © help keep
esseaer out of feat
he hugged herself t ght o the 1cy wind Mynads of
ere making that dry eene
[ chlln sound on
earth It was har t1lmths cold but she was
K about % stamp het feet to keep warm
Laghts dotted wllage On the other sice the
| Y vast
s out 1 the evening haze lis

gray plan @
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silence was Full of small muffled rustlings hke the sound
of & man sniffing and turming inside a padded blanket
kept awake by the cold
e first time Moon Scent ever came to this village

was when the match was beng made between Gold
Flower and the Chou boy The Chous had taken special
notice of Gold Flower in the crond duung the annual

arade of the gods Bur the Tans had never seen the
Ea{r and 1t was arranged that they should come to Chou
Village one day while he was at work n the fields They
took Gold Flower along and urged her to have a good
Took but she had perversely tumed her head away when
they passed the nce paddies And vet later dunng dis
cussions when somebody remarked on the boy s good
looks she had said scomfully Looks so sissy with the
rearmngs It was a standing joke n the fanuly how she
‘could have seen without looking The Chon boy s parents
had been afrad to lose hum a5 a baby so they had had
his ears prerced and made hum wear siher camngs hke
a gitl to decesve the jealous gods

“They had come to Chou Village that day on the pre

text of going to town to sell their lamb and chickens at
the fair To increase its weight the lamb had been stuffed
with food before they set out Its mcredibly swollen
belly hard as a big ball of rock hung low and swung
with every step But that did not stop u from prancing
happily ahead of them The chickens and ducks were
one basket dangling from the flat pole on Gold Roots
shoulder The basket at the other end held Bechon + ho
was a baby then and could not be left alone at home

Leaming forward with both hands holding on to the edge
of the basket she looked out at the world wnth her bnght

fixed gaze
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Moon Scent sobbed
et at the recollection trying t0 be as
qm dasSi};e Ct::lﬂd about 1t The fit of weeplgg finally
o) 1“500 d tell by the mght noses and the dwin
Her ﬁrs% u 1n the wilage that 3t was gettng late
fear neasiness about Gold Flower had tumed to
It was now almo;
ce st pitch Jark Whth a statt she per
lh‘evisaf ":;’vmg figure outlmed agamst the shxmme?eof
2t the }f‘ _kQWﬂ below From the hitde hard knot of hait
that ack of the head she could tell moment later
Tealxzedwas an elderly woman ‘With a smlking heart she
bor d it was Gold Flower s mother i law com ng 1ot
Gollrecuon without a lantem
e d Flower must have let out th
n Pu,g:yse
b ‘The cheap slave gil! Moon Scent swore under her
esath “The putnd dead slave g1l
he took some tume to decide whether 1¢ would be
wise to reveal herself
There was a rustling 1n the Blackness below Sister
aLa\(v; ]%dd Root the woman whispered S sterin
w Gold Root
Tamung Aunt save U3 Moon Scent whispered
back matenahzng at her ¢ de b
Aryah Sisterin w Gold Rootds t; ‘m;)éni:‘ exI
lammed warmly groP'™! x han good thing

g for b
Teard about this 1 £
o

er h
1 You knm-i'.l Gold Fflo d:et ’a
m d that son ¢ m ne—the two 0 em are
luzeacpl:}:! OQA :h \dren 1f y0U depended on them to help

e secret by accident

rous
dsa9 ood that she was being repn

Sc pt undeses ind her back. Wi
‘o go behn e were des
';:‘:?:d;:rﬂd;;;g she ‘murmured Ve have nobody to
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turn to I am so glad you came I have always known you
have a land heart

Lucky I found out 1n ume  the woman repeated
or 1t would be all up with you Our place s so small
and crowded and there are many peopf; 1 the fanuly
A bottles mouth can be stoppered But not human
mouths

™

the

if a relanve stays overnight And now—you can 1magine
how dangerous 1t would be when they have just been 1
to warn us At the word fan ke-mm who 15 not afraid?

But we are nothing of the sort Ta niung—we havent
done anything

She brushed aside Moon Scent s protests Yes and
they told us If you know where they are and do not
speak out you are accomplices And youll be ted up
with ropes and sent up to the district headquarters
Why 1t 1s worse than harbonng runaway landlords!

Again Moon Scent tred to explain but she would not
listen  Now that 1¢ has come to this the only thing that
€an save you 1s to go to town and take the boat there
A good thing you are well traveled and know the way
to the ity ~She pushed a small bundle mto Moon
Scentshand Here 1 brought you some food I must go
now I dare not stay long—it would be dangerous for you
as well as for us

Moon Scent clutched at her sleeves Tamung 1
kneel to you  She sank to her knees sobbing overcome
by despair and her humiliation before this hateful
woman

No no Suster in Law Gold Root don't do that! The
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older woman
e e hex feet and failing that
that she did not a y remurmng the obexsance she $ owed
bgaton by the Dlﬁ:?‘h“ 420 was not put under 202
whelp you It s humihity Donnhmkldontwanl
Yoo an Tts 15 all for your own g
have been ale::(; safe around here All our nexghbors
He can
the Hull not walk Ta-rmung Perhaps we €30, tude n
© senas‘fi’ss ﬂf\?,fg:f f Taf:iuu}r‘tg o tell Gold Flower
mg}he woman said sﬁ:?pl;n Itl:vnv can you spend the
You m“]“;d"“:: m this freezng weather? And at daynme
imgh b scn by wood?,
go Tugher up i the Talls
hﬂl?elg?e‘:m‘}? dt‘g‘e are wolves She heaved }{ecx*s'clf to
Moon S Jficulty tryns © wrench herse ree ©
© to cents hand o use your pestenn! Start
Mwn nght now while 1t 18 dar
el g e
n wWe 0 to to!
:{::; How can we getg past the sentry 8 the bo:zglund
& Better go while you cafn“s ster én L:m: 3:11 Il}’ot::“
e woma d ul 1d no! nf
you thas :u:i‘go:‘:a: “;gl axyn not sure that one © my
Wnss‘}\asn t already rcpoxted you
e broke away 2" s
M S bel eved her Jast
th(e:;o :,\J hﬁi,ym them 2long ‘However on¢ nev
She {abored up\u“f huggng the PaxAc:l of
body 25 3t warme er
close 0 he? y £ f(:lo;d as well 25 bad news was
m dst

2 bonger @
that she “‘"’sm“h 'n the of her desolation very

a ray © v
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thing looked different m the dartk She had Sifficulty
findang that place where she had left Gold Root g:opped
up agast a tee At Brst she thoughe st was that tall
tee over there but she must have been mustaken The
way always seemed longer when 1t was unfamiiat she
rermnded herself especally in a hostle countn where
every step was dangerous

But as she watked on the feehing grew on her that she
had alrcad{ passed the spot With mounting pamic she
turned back to explore the region more carcfully Where
was he? She had been a long time Had they got o
Or—and she churched at this 1dea--had he seen or heard
something that frightened hun and had ndden Tamself
som"i’wglere? P

ere are you? she whispesed groping aroun

‘Beckon s dad Khere are you? peses BOPE

“Fhe open spaces closed around her Her throat
swollen from so much whispenng hurt as of 1t had 2
thick 1ron ung clamped on 1t

Wolves' The smell of blood must have lured them
down the lull As a rule they never ventured 28 far
down as this but they might 1 times hke this Quite
imationally she assumed that the wolves fike human
bemngs were suffenng from the man made famine

But then she zeasoned with 2 homble practicabty that
1f 1t was the wolves they would have ch: sornething
choes or a hand They were not so neat in theit habits
She searched everynhere in the namty Then she found
Terself loking down at a tree on the bank of the stream
“There was something odd ebaut that small tree outhined
a%amst the gray pallar of the water What seemed to
2 Targe bird s nest nestling i s forked branches was 100
g, and far toa low
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She scrambled d
she own the slope With aumb 1cy hands
]a:kzait:g fo}: the bundle on the tree It was s padded
bundle W, the sleeves tied together to make a neat
In a mom: rapped carefully mside was ber Eadded jacket
t0 her ent she understood as well as 1f he had spoken
H;nl::dpa‘i luminous stream washed past at her feet
torn ‘*ndt?; en with him s padded pants which were
though ol Yoodstamed and past savmg But Tus jacket

Hg old was sl serviceable so be leftat 10 her

He e wanted her to have a fair chance of getting aWaY
tha m‘}‘:‘ have known that his wound was more seros
abon she was willing to admt He never said anything
lef ‘i: 1t But now that she thou ht back just before she
S t hum under that tree_when she S8 ghtened “[P after
eing that he was comfortzbly settled she had felt s
l:gexs close around her ankle wnth what seemed then @
a chuldish impulsiveness 2% e had held on to her as
if he did not want her to 89 She cealized oW that that
was his moment of indecision e feel of Tus fingers
szound her anlde was 50 ¢3! and sol d the mox‘?em v;as
so close at hand and yet Fore¥e st of reach 1t drove het
ally bestir

nei{})’ frantic .
ter a 1 he fin
her ,:crk:t ::% ::ltfo:,ea it up His jachet she wrappe
around her loosely WP the sleeves ned under her chin
Gone thin and hard ath v eat B¢ added jacket stood
up stiffly about her €2 he rubbed her face on 1t
PS]O\v{’y at st the? nth quickened pace she set out
for home

red herself put o0



PN T4

;hi1 B“;; U]NCLES THEY DID NOT EVEN DARE = :)ln5'i
1ght the lamp that nghe T, ke i & 70
wispers :hofgh Big lglnc]e ai?’va;xswcoughed loudly
when he shuffled abont for fear that he would bump
a%ams]t bis daughter 1n law anq make humself a figure of
ndicule

Did I not ahvays 52y so one day these people would
get mto big trouble ha muttered

Big Aunt scolded her daughter1n law 1 a Jow vorce
‘Whispening to Gold Roors wife all day long rushing
over there whenever people were not locking Now thus
15 fine! Maybe they Il akso come and get you And once
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ﬂley sa
y ant
You thunk the;e:’yl“l‘t"’:ilfdofycu still expect to live?
Sister m Law Gold i{ oé;o un?
Stnce they came he ave Got wept with fnght.
that those two were ]{e to search the house 1t must be
Big Uncle specul s&‘ alive and 1n huding somewhere
caped o town angtfakmﬂ'll‘ewf factly Mght have es
Horw can th en the boat from there
you hear what siy geaon 2 boat without a pass? Dudnt
questions they as;: ::lth;v{:oe:t sll;xef m|e back? How meny
e mihiiamen came o
m agamn dunng the eveming Peep-
c"%ll:}lems:ght;‘he window mn the darkened house the old
agamn ca:ym em ffEﬂlzer beanng lanterns They came out
that Ka ‘% off Kus luggage on 2 flat pole It must
mght for safet;sssst:]g;ng with Comrade Wong for the
G;ﬂ’t;‘ militiamen neglected 0 Jatch nght the door t0
oot
Gl o Tl LT
daughter n Jaw to get up and shut 1t ught
U Ae we must not touch st—must 1Ot touch 1t Big
ncle sad m alarm I peoPle find out about 1t they
mught think we took something from those rooms ‘Ihen
when all therr things 21¢ ccnﬁscatcd the blame w 11 be
put on us if anythmg mIsSIng
The door banged o “with satter 8 savagery
Big Aunt lay awake for 2 long time 1 stening to 1t
hes husband 1do mot t ik it
1

think

1ng the
:nsaB’:'ge Aunt real zed with a shock that she had
o110 35 sf they were already ghosts They

spoken of thos



mught sull be ahve and 1t would bring them bad Juck
Iike a curse In her contmtion she thought of all ther
ess and their youth And her tears fell onto her

ard Bat old pillow of blue cloth stuffed wath the white

plumes of ree:
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29 &

< =1
WONGS QUARTERS IN THE TEMPLE WAS A 16:-:
dreary place but to Ku after staymg with the <h at5
peasants 1ts aura of literacy made 1t almost like hom
The room was long and formerly the chamt c
of some munor god The shrmes and dols had bees
cleared away but not the age-old dust and cobwebs A:
ol lamp bt up the only furnished comer where a bed
and a httered table and some chairs and benches made
up the combmed sleeping quarters and office This small
area was Perva ed by an odor that country people call
the old widower s smell caused by loneliness dirt and

cral neglect It bung all the more heawily 1n the 1n

tense cold of the mght
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Ku sat on the bed nervously plucking haurs off his
upper hip Outside 1n the great hall of the temple they
were tortunng the men arrested for the niot

Atyahl Asyaw! came the thythmic groans  Uh-e¢
ee yahl The voice would weaken and trail off then sud
dently tum 1nto a straight bestral how! tremendously
strong

This could not be true Ku thought It was like a trav
eler 1n one of those ghost stones taking shelter 1n the
porches of a temple at mght and being wakened by the
sound of the gods holding court over the dead Peepuexﬁ
at the bn§ht]y Lt scene the man 1n the story recogniz
a dead relative undergoing cruel tortures He screamed
And everything went black and all was quet 1 the
temple

Scream and perhaps 1t would all vamsh In the aty
1t had always been asserted that the Communists never
used torture All the stones of the torture of land
lords and suspected spies were hes spread by enemy
agents

But what he found hardest to take was that these men
groaming on the tiger stool were plain farmers He
knew that Wong knew they could not be tools of sptes
and saboteurs as he had told the willage OF course 1t
would sound better m a report to put 1t that way and

rupu

1ad a

st
for For the thousandth time since the Communsts came
Ku told humself  Believe—for your own good It
become hike oprum for the mtcl{coctuals this faith which
would enable them to suffer prvations cheerfully deaden
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accident an 1solated nstance which had no place 1n the
general picture Rep dm all s d g aspects
1t would be detnmental to government prestge and
would 1 the long run work aganst the good of The
People Therefore 1t was important to show The People
that 1t was an inadent engineered by enemy agents
Wong had to be tho‘{ough about 1t He had to get some

But he found 1t hard to reason along such lines when
he thought of Moon Scent He could not help feeln
concerned over her fate If she had been captured ang
was crying out ight now under torture he doubted that
he could keep his head

A door creaked open 1n the far end of the room be-
yond the reach of the lamplight Ku looked up half
expecting to see Moon Scent entering with hus mghtly
warmmg basket which was at once his comfort and his

shame . ~

¢ I3
harf{(s’ he really should rest  Ku sad smiling polirely
‘Especually when hes been hurt
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He really should have some rest Just have them hung
upside down for the mght Tomorow theyd talk all

nght

gKu 1nquired casually 3f Gold Root Tan and his wife
had been caught yet Small Chang replied that he had
not heard anything about 1t

1t must have been very late when Wong tumed in
Half asleep ku was aware of the boards creaking on the
bed and the sound of spitting The hight went out Then
the snoring woke him up completely The man sounded
as 1f he was dnnkmg—gulping down the dense black

1L

D TP

0

dnft off to sleep agam for he woke up with a start A
' lattered m the hills The

( Small Chang was n the

“The storehouse 15 on fire Comrade Wong! shouted
Small Chang

Struggling into his padded uniform Wong barked

Blow out that lamp!

But Small Chang not having had any combat expexnt
ence could see no sense in the order and did not know
whether he had heard anght In the confusion hu ze-
membered seemg Wong s sleepswollen face un%er‘hxs

r or

s

15t underground who were at the back of all thus
For some reason the finng had ceased by the tume
Wong rushed outdoors But dogs were batking while
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militiamen ran beating gongs wildly from one end of the
village to the other gving the fire'alarm OF m the dis
tance they could hear shouts of Fire! Help stop the fire!

Wong with his bandaged head was rushing to and
fro shouting humself hoarse Kinsmen' Everybody help
stop the fire! Save the storehouse! It s the People s Gram!

But the crowd hung back mindful of the gunfire a
while ago until somebody suddenly exclamed “Why
that was the fi kers 1n the 1 ! Fi Lers
set off by the fire!

The word was spread around and when 1t reached hu
mside the lempleTe took heart and ventured outdoors to
do s share of fire fightm;

People scurned from all sides toward the stream with
buckets and contaners of all sorts Some worked dog
gedly They loved with an mpersonal unthinking affec
tion the nice that was the frut of their labor and their
hearts ached more than any miset s to see the great hoard
gong up n flames Others were gleeful at this unfo eseen
turn of events which avenged their own people killed n
the not However they put up 2 creditable d“ﬂ“{ of
enthusiasm yelling at others to stop the fire  dashing
down the banks for water only to spill most of 1t on the

% ling th d
The spilt water froze nstantly maling the groun
very slippery Ru was splashing along with 2 bnmming

w1 Lo r o
:3: Jeo Then to his horror he discovered that he had

£ the corpses left lymg 1n this vicinuty
§-allllse ;:a::iestﬂl:\‘: l(; the glasses on s face feeling for them
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and straghtenng them as he scrambled to his feet They
mght well have been broken And 1t was ths last aw!
thought that demoralized him com letely He zenred
Erom the scene to become the sole onlooker shivenng 2s
the water soaked through hs jacket

They were sull beanng away at the gongs ‘The cease-
Jess clanging awakened an ancient tecror as if the willage
was being mvaded by bandits Across the grounds bathed
1n the wild camson glow milinamen dashed away brand
wshing their red tufted lances One of them claumed be
had seen 2 woman sneaking away when the blaze first
started and he had chased her night into the fire

As he watched the gongs and 51& soanng flames roused
awild pnmve exultation 1 hu  But this 1s just what
1 am Jooking for he thought A splend:d and stmng
spectacle for the chmax of my film Just move the story
a few years back. Recount how the peasants under the
old segime were driven by hunger to tob and burn the
storehouse

"Then he remembered that there had been exphat 1
structions n the leading magazines for hterary p«eﬂ}ﬂe
Wasters were not to dwell on the unsavory past as if w2
a bingenng rehsh but to tum 1o the brght new o
;u;:lc,nve sde Rather than curse the dackness praxe the
ight!
He cursed anyway waiching the dying fire The store
house had been picked clean to the bones The frame
stood out clear in the bnlliant sheet of Bames Gant black
cinders perched bidlike on the beams Apdy called fire
magpies and fire crows  those evil burds sat 1 3 1OW
turming their heads this way and that with deea ul
tranquihty an the softening golden light
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%

AWarr o MoMmeNT Gorp FLOWER sa 1o '”].7;
her husband Plenty Own as they were walk @7 PR
ng away from the Hsen Public Secunty Bureau The
strap on one of het cloth shoes had come loose To button
1t up she stood on one foot putting a hand on bus arm to
steady herself

Gold Flower had been summoned to the market town
to 1dentfy 2 corpse found 1n the nver It could have
dufted there from upstream and the descnption fitted
ey wanted her confirmation

It had been a hard day for her Plenty Own told him
self The long walk along the nver to the matket town
>nd the farmers they passed stanng at the two of them
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wallang between the policemen Then the view of the
body s%retched out onp: rough trestle under the lxghi d
a smgle electnic lamp 1n the shed 1n back of the police
station Aware of the police eyes watching them for some
sign of emotion Plenty Own stared down at the cOpse
of his brother mn law xmldly surpnsed that he had 11110
more feehng than he did "My rother he heard his
wife say quetl

It szqthe g'rst time he had scen a bullet hole the
wound m the flesh of the thigh had been washed Cl?“‘
and the lips of the hole were a%most bloodless The potice
led them outside for questionng Finally 2 commd.‘zh n
charge was satisfied asked them to sign some papers! :}'
could not read and let them go The final question of the
disposal of the body— We l% take care of things uniess
you haye some other plan _the comrade had said me}(:ﬂ
ingly Plenty Own nodded 1t would be better of they
dl%n t brng Gold Root back to their own village het

While Gold Flower was leaming on hum to button e
shoe he brought his face close !0%1 1
of hus head He was not looking at her but she telt sel

at this exp o lrLandh .

became more set 1n 1ts absorbed mward look that 035
her feelings or rather the absence of them £ et

Any shock she might have felt at the sight o b
brothers body had been well nsulated by the nutt g
sense of strangeness all round Above all 1t was sn'JI:hS:
to be walking about with her husband m tow? e
evening They seldom ever went out together Just 0¥
1n their long tnp to town they had been oppr=e 1/
the ominous presence of the two policemen Who “P‘I‘c‘;‘ i
pamed them but now they were by themselves e
Dwn took care not to betray the pleasure be felt
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would have beer
daed very surpnsed to Jearn that 1t Was
Th
bing }Z]ocame to the wharf with all the Ighted boats bob-
w m the shimme
mtenior of one enng darkness In the dim gold
naled on the wsaﬁnp?n they could see 2 bamboo _tube
la“]\leu A chor all of matting to hold 2 bunch of red
theough the Ps“’fks On other craft the ail lamps shone
2 sﬂhuueuedvgas Lines One boat was dark on the stetm
Cooles cat gure stood unnating 1nto the aver
sudestepped rz:;;go‘glgfdsdand luEga%es on bamboo poles
bmd_“ d shallow stone sly sm:.‘lln: : o ]y
like under the yellow elegmca ?10}61):( 1
:;2 t‘g"ed questions across the wate% Own
a
o s i B
1;:‘3‘1‘)"}16 front and their Jeather s{ ppers fi pflapp "8
Past the wharf the water front became dark and de-
sfmed The shops were st 11 closed 10 New Year But
arther down there seemed 10 be some:thmgl going on 21
isman crowd had collected around 1t g Flo ver and
er husband stopped 1, ook bysumdex explzmcd Trs
that boatran who g0t drunk on New Years Eve and fell
overboard A strange B¢ 10 die—o0 New Years Eve
So theyre hold ng 515 ceremony here on the nverbank
About seven of € ght ‘moumers Lnelt 1 2 TOW €2
holding the one 1 & nt of hum By the waist The head
moumer W el n front wasaltle boy probabl
son of the dro ™ man
tain wound @ nd the. mourners ent
over the boys o en 11'!‘; + eeping must have been
for a 078 ume The men were hoarse and the

gong on or 3
172



women merely moaned weakly with much mmm“n;‘c%
under their breaths But there was one of them w}“:}‘
up a wewrd lughpitched howl that went over ﬂé
heads on and off lke a doleful wind The boys he
dipped farward th thmcally with the fits of weep
bowing lower and {ower Set before him on the groun
was a basket of ashes holding joss sticks £
€1e Were more joss sticks and a rafl white pa @

Iighted candles on a square ¢ ble that stood a httle ¥2f
off Two men who were nexther monks nor Tacist poesss
sot sude by side at the head of the table These swere T
fessional rearters of popular Buddhist verses They wer
both about thirty loo ing Iike shop asistants 1 168
shabby long gewns They mtoned tge verses 10 UDST
their bodies swaying from side 1o side i the maner ¢
schoolboys reading aut loud “The long sambhing b d
Byer was 1 Chimese mstead of Sanskot bt
Flower could make out onl a few lines here and dzet‘e
It mentioned the name o the decessed and the PIice o
hiad come from the age he had attamed the sumameé It
hus wfe s faruly the number and sex of his c},,]dreé\ for
spoke of all this wyh 5 quiet satssfaction and p mf an
hus speedy Passage mto another exstence as a hum
bemg grefexably a man Gold

I have the same nres petformed for Brother 0
Flower suddenly said 10 herself  Not nght now but ];te!
whea thus talk of fan kg has blown over She fet
would free i from the pamfully extraordimnary “’;"‘E
stances of us death and make hum the some s e_vcﬁ’ h{
ekie The prayer scemed to have this effect Whie ‘ht
voices droned on by the flickening candlelght on ¥ §
darkening shore the dead man was being gently Jowrer
1nto the sea of humanuty
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She promused her brothers spint then and there that
she would arrange for the recuation of prayers and also
the adoption of a boy chuld for s herr that he might be
mourned properly She would bnng up the child and
later see to hus marniage so that her brothers branch of
the family would not die out She would do her duty
toward the T ans as she had toward the Chous Her eyes
brmmed with tears at the thought of all that she would
Jo for her brother And she truly gneved for him for the
first time since disaster befell him

The child to be adopted had to be born 2 T an Perhaps
Big Aunt might be persuaded to part with one of her
grandsons She had several

1t had been snowing B g Aunt went out mto the fields
-t —-~% let with

There

e gate

Bl‘é Aunt?
Dont talk nonsense Big Aunt looked nervously

around her My grandson 15 so ternbly sick and you
have the heart to joke with me

Tt was her youngest grandson Everybody said he must
have run agamst something  crossed the path of some
spint and incurred 1ts dxssleasure It was hardly surpris
mg seemng that there had been so many deaths i the
willage

knew exactly what it was
ﬁ%ﬁl‘:maher the fire );vhen the vxllaicxs had been set

to work cleating UP the rubble 2 body had been discov
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ered 1n a cave made between two w alls meped up by
each other when they had caved in Jt wasn 2 sitng
osiion and was @ smooth brght pmlush 1ed all over
};‘he color had stood out glanngly aganst the charred
uns It had oceurred to Big Aunt—to all of them 1
fact who had been there—that the seated figure suggeste!
one of the bald shm 1mages of Athans lined up on bot
sdes of a temple She %md been deeply shocked and
swed She also remembered that monks when they &€
are always cremated 1n 2 big jar_sitting up 1t was very
odd and would seem to speah of divine ongins in Gold
Root s wife—for the body was that of a woman an she
knew that it was she This Moon Scent must have been
at least a gifted monk 1 her last ife
She had known 1t was Moon Scent but like every
body else she had held her tongue Tt was one thing 10
1w tin the not and another thing to burn do“;n gli
a

tto
leave matters vague Who would kuot m
retribution would come® The whole village mlgh! be
demokished 25 in the Japanese days
Even the Chairman of the Farmers Association had
retended that he could not tell who 1t was Then Com
rade Wong had appeared on the scene and insisted that
1t was Moon Scent And the miliraman on duty 3¢ the
storehouse the mght before had turned up and excutedly
repeated tus story of having chased a pro\\ler back mnto
the burning building
1 woulsnt be surpnsed of 1t was Gold Root T'an$
wife the Chairman of the Farmers Assoctation had
finally admitted  Shes been away for three years wor
ingn the oy ‘Who knows what bad company she might
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have got into spies and huommgtang agents? Here shes
been back scarcely a month and this has happened Must
have been sent here on a special mission

Then Big Aunt had chimed 1n  Im not one to speak
M1 of the dead but that one 15 a real fox and a broom
star Ive always known that she couldnt be trusted
alone m the citv Must have picked up some gangster
some fan ke-mm Poor Gold Root—she led him around
by the nose See how he had changed after she came
back and he used to be so good and progressive Ask
Comrade Wong And the way she beat her lutle gul!
Justhkea stepmother! Ask Comrade hu He knows And
the things she sad to me when we had our quarrel! I
never spohe a single word to her after that Never Ask
anybody

Afterward when she had retuned home she had
found that her grandson was down with fever Shehadnt
sad anything to Sister 10 Law Gold Have Got not wish
mg to alarm her But in her heart she had quickly ad
dressed herself to Moon Scent  Now dont be an
Guster n Law Gold Root ‘When al ve you were hu
man after death you are dnme You wont stooF tn
plague a child will you? And when hes your nepliew

looThe child s fever had mounted during the ni he This
moming Brg Aunt had gone out gnmly resolve { 19 iirn
Joss money at Moon Scents grave and nsk belns ¢ jught
atit
ur nephew remember  she Yept i upmurirz
to ?Az;nyoScemp 1 mught have offende! v Jut Ft
mother hasnt You used to be such goodd fiispty, ¢ mas

m teo whichusrega d s by yus 4 M uw>
:!l;bg:ﬂ:nudf w man wh yuu!wh/r:/



ber? Spare the boy and when he grows up hell bum
Joss money at your grave at the New Year and all the
important festivals He Il be like a son to you

The snow laden bamboos by the roadside had thick
fat white leaves The green undersides of the leaves wove
1 and out of the whiteness when the wind came The
ashes n her basket got blown into her face She would
Iight the joss money with the live charcoal Her eyes and
nose were running 1n the stinging cold The arm was get
ting cramped that held the long stning of silver paper
C‘l:\PS und(—:r1 !!'IEI yaéded jacket It had to be held hlth 30

- a 1 1

the fields for Moon Scent s grave which she knew would
be difficult to locate The body had been rolled up m 3
mat and laid 1n a shallow hole which was merely cove
up with no mound built above 1t

She saw a yellow patch way over there beside the
forked footpath Is that 1> she wondered That
couldn t be the earth showing through the snow could
12 No snow on her grave! Her knees went weak wit
awe

The sound of dogs snarling floated across the distance
fant but with a distilled clearness She wiped her eyes
and saw that the heaving yellow patch was a pack of
wild dogs fighting over the grave They must have bur
rowed 1nto the ground and pawed 1t open She thought
she could see a comer of the straw mat showing undet
the heaped camne bodies

Itsasin Itsasin  Big Aunt muttered as she moved

away flooded with relief” She certamly cant do any
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body any harm  she thought f she cant even protect
her own bones

% had been sitting facing Comrade Wong every day
across the desk Wong with hus graymg bandages had
many reports to wnte and hu busted himself with his
scupt He had finally ‘managed to work the fire :nto s
story of the dam No small problem because how can a
dam bum?

The way the story went now the engneer and old

<ants collaborated to solve the problem of the annual
loods by building a dam across the stream However in
this village lived a landiord who had survived the Land
Reform through the generosity of the government He
was allowed his acre of Jand like everybody else and so
far he stll managed to live better than the others with
much furtive feasng and hasty cleaning of dishes when
the authonues calles And the potbelhed old man sull
enjoyed the comp of a beaunful gul p bly hus
concubine Perhaps 1t would be better not to stress her
mantal status s1ce concubinage should not continue to
exist under the Peoples Government Her main function
was to lean decoratively agamst the table by the Iight of
the Sickenng lamp and lend atmosphere to the vanous
treasonable dealings of the dispossessed landlord She
would Jook something like Moon Scent hau had reframed
from going down to se€ the body found in the storehouse
after the fire so s memory of her remamed unspotled
In the flm 3t would be summer and the gul would be
weanng 2 stnped cotton summer shitt. It would have to
be decorously cacklike but smpes could do wonders
“The landlord was approached by 2 spy who enlisted
Tus services confernng on hum the rank of a general m
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the Nationalist Army Accompanied by his concubme
the landlord skulked out at mght to bomb the new dam
A wvigtlant militiaman detected them 1n time but they
managed to get away without bein identified

When the spy put pressure on hum to show some re
sults the landlord 1 desperation set fire to the govern
ment storehouse He was caught red handed together
wth the concubine who scurned 1n his wake carrying 2
small bundle They were probably thinking of fleemng
the country after the deed The bundle contained among
other valuables s treasured credentials of 2 Nationalist
general

Ku was well pleased with the story It was a neat piece
of work But 1t would have to be a very small fire. One
or two sacks of nce had barely started to smoke when a
guard had already rounded the comer shouting Fure!
Fure! Saboteurs! Otherwise 1t would reflect on the effi
ciency of the local milinia Wrathful newspapers woul
call it the indiscnmmate use of the weapon of satire on
the peoples own org; 101 far g the
bounds of constructive cnticism  The film would not be
banned which would attract too much attention to 1t
but just quetly withdrawn 1n the middle of 1ts showing
And any chance of making a name for himself would be
gone for good

The comfort visit to the Soldiers Families had to be
postponed because the fi Lers had been destroyed 1n
the fire and at thas late date 1t was lmpossxble to replace
them After the fifth day of the first moon when the
shops reopened after the New Year Comrade ‘Wong got
up another collection from the farmers and made a spe
cral tap to town to buy more firecrackers
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Early next morning the people assembled outside the
Village Public Office The paraders hined up The Race
Sprout Song Corps went 1n front after them came the
gift bearers They struch up the gongs and cymbals The
dancers started the voutine steps the men and women
side by side in two rows their panted cheeks starthingly
red m the cold gray mormng light The gift bearers
crouched under their flat poles and then straightened uj
with an effort The pale bloated halves of slaughtere
pigs cut lengthwise dangled at the ends of the poles
Pigs heads sitting 1n trays had httle pink paper flowers
tucked rakishly mn their ears Other trays held the white
slabs of New Year cakes hard as bncks ‘stacked into high
mounds

Comrade Wong saw that the two  nes of dancers were
straggly from the loss of men m the not He motioned to
Comrade Small Chang who went up to the elderly folks
standing around looking and spoke to them Presenty

L B 1 A

~d e hann

gle the Rice Sprout bong oy ny ¢ u ;
PBack and forth

Comrade Wong tumed to find ku standing by his
sde He jerked bus head toward Big Aunt as she danced

past Sicty-seven this year he sud smihing  and so

enti;:;ms;r;m with the New Year  Big Aunt corrected
Tum jauntily asif shghtly offended
Srety-eight ‘Wong repeated to hu wth pnde
The dancing stopped soon after they passed to the
fields to Ee resumed later when they drew near the
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1 MW~ B hegf he erckent up ther
carcasses
vops b o 1 sroceeded
slowly along the winding footpath that Jed across the
tawny brown plam The gongs and cymbals went on
beating loudly
CHONG CHONG' CHY CHONG cHI!
CHONG CHONG' CHI cHONG cI!

But under the immense open shy the sound was muffled
and strangely famt






